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Cardinal  BEATON. 


D AVID  BEATON  was  cle fee nded  from  an  ancient  (a)  family  in 
the  Shire  of  Fife,  in  North  Britain,  and  bora  in  the  year  1494,  in 
the  reign  of  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland  * he  was  fon  to  John  Bea- 
ton, Laird  of  Balfour,  and  was  educated  at  the  Univerfity  of  Saint 
( b ) Andrews,  where  he  went  through  a courfe  of  ftudies,  and  polite 
literature  and  philofophy;  he  difeovered  very  good  parts,  and  applied 
himfelf  clofely  to  the  acquifition  of  learning;  which  induced  his  uncle* 
James  (V)  Beaton,  then  Arch  hi  [hop  of  Glafgow,  and  afterwards  of 
Saint  Andrew,  to  fend  him  to  the  Univerfity  (d)  of  Paris;  he  there 
perfected  himfelf  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Civil  and  Canon  law,  and 
alfo  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity  ; in  order  to  qualify 
himfelf  for  the  fervice  of  the  church;  and  when  he  had  attained  to  a 
proper  age,  entered  into  holy  orders;  he  made  a conflderable  flay 
in  France,,  but  that  was  no  way  an  obftacle  to  his  preferment,  rather 
the  contrary,  for  it  gave  him  an  early  opportunity  of  entering  into  the 
fervice,  and  obtaining  the  favour  of  John  Stewart,  Duke  of  ( e ) Al- 
bany, whom  the  States  of  Scotland,  had  made  Regent  of  that  king- 
dom, during  the  minority  of  their  king,  James  V.  and  who  was  then 
in  France;  Beaton  may  attribute  the  Duke's  patronage  of  him,  to  his 
Grace’s  near  relationlhip  to  his  (f)  uncle,  the  Archbifnop,  who  joined 
that  Nobleman’s  party,  in  oppolition  to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Angus. 

In  confequence  of  the  Duke  employing  his  relative  David  Bea- 

'Ion3 

(a)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  293. 

(b)  M‘Kenzie’s,  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  III. 

( c ) See  his  Article  in  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  I,  408. 

(r/)  M'Kenzie,  ut  supra. 

(e)  Bolt.  Ext.  Peer.  Engl.  5. 

(/)  Beals.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  29,  calc* 


ton,  in  feverai  important  affairs,  and  of  bis  Iran  faffing  them  wiifi 
diligence  and  capacity,  his  Grace  was  pleafed  to  appoint  him,  Refi- 
dent  at  the  Court  of  France,  in  the  head  of  his  Secretary  Pantor,  de- 
ceafed,  in  the  year,  1519  ; about  the  fame  time  his  uncle  the  Arch- 
bifhop,  prefented  him  with  the  Reffiary  of  Camp  fay,  though  he  was 
only  in  Deacon’s  orders ; fo  that  he  had  a benefice  in  the  church,  and 
was  a Minifter  of  State,  at  the  age  of  twenty  (g)  five. 

The  Cardinal  Archbishop  was  this  year  appointed  Lord  High 
Chancellor  (b)  of  Scotland;  by  this  civil  promotion,  he  came  into  pof- 
feffion  of  every  thing  (/)  his  ambition  could  defire,  and  exercifed 
all  the  authority  of  a Regent,  without  the  envy  of  the  name;  nothing 
remained  to  embarrafs.  the  Cardinal,  but  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Earl  of  (k)  Lennox;  however,  after  a few  weak  and  unfuccefsful 
attempts  to  difturb  the  Regent  Beaton’s  adminiftration,  he  was 
obliged  to  fly  for  fafety,  to  the  Court  of  England,  where  Henry  VIII # 
gave  him  in  marriage,  his  niece,  the  Lady  Margaret  Douglas,  daugh- 
ter to  the  Queen  Dowager  of  James  IV.  by  the  Earl  of  (ni)  Angus, 
her  fecond  hufband. 

In  the  year  1534,  his  uncle  being  removed  from  the  Archbi/hop’s 
See  of  Glafgow,  to  that  of  Saint  Andrews,  he  refigned  the  Abbacy 
of  Aberbrothock,  in  bis  favour,  and  when  he  returned  to  Scotland,  he 
took  his  feat  in  Parliament,  as  (//)  Abbot  of  Aberbrothock,  and  being 

a gen- 


(g)  Biogr.  Brit.  I.  575.  Gen.  Diet.  III.  89.  90.  Biogr.  Diet.  II.  78.  George 
Neville  was  made  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  at  the  same  early  age.  Full.  Worth. 
Durh.  293,  ap.  calc. 

(h)  Beats.  II.  59.  (i)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  300. 

(k)  Matthew  Stewart,  Dough  Peer.  Scotl.  401,402.  This  unhappy  exile,  the  Earl 
of  Lennox,  was,  however,  always  destined  to  be  the  father  of  a race  of  kings  ; he  saw 
his  son,  Lord  Darnley,  mount  the  throne  of  Scotland,  to  the  perpetual  exclusion  of  that 
rival,  the  Earl  of  Arran,  who,  at  the  time  we  are  now  speaking  of,  triumphed  in  his 
ruin;  and  from  that  time,  his  posterity  have  held  the  sceptre  in  two  kingdoms  ; by  one 
of  which  he  was  cast  out,  as  a criminal,  and  by  the  other,  received  as  a fugitive.  Rob. 
Hist.  Scotl.  I.  108.  109. 

(in)  Archibald  Douglas,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland.  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  192?. 
Beats.  II.  59. 

(n)  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  29,  calc.  Id.  67,  Archbishop  Spotswood  says,  that  Beaton 
likewise  succeeded  his  uncle  in  the  abbacy  of  Aberbrothock,  but  the  learned  Dodtor 

Jameson, 
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a gentleman  of  a bright  and  lively  turn,  he  loon  ingratiated  himfelf 
very  much  into  the  favour  of  the  young  king,  James  V.  ; and  from 
this  time,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  the  lead  in  the  Privy  (o) 
Council, 

James  the  Vth  of  Scotland,  fent  the  Abbot  Beaton,  as  his  (p) 
Ambaffador  to  Francis,  King  of  France,  and  to  Pope  Paul  the  third; 
in  both  which  negotiations,  he  did  acquit  himfelf  fo  well,  and  fo 
much  to  their  fatisfatlion,  that  each  of  them,  bellowed  upon  him  marks 
of  their  refpe£tive  favours ; the  monarch  promoted  him  to  the 
Bifhoprick  of  (q)  Meropois,  in  that  kingdom,  and  the  Pontiff  honour- 
ed him  with  the  purple,  in  raifinghim  to  the  dignity  of  (r)  Cardinal 
by  the  title  of  St.  Stephen,  in  Monte  Coelio,  (s)  12  January,  1538. 

A few  months  after,  in  the  year  1539?  his  uncle,  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Saint  Andrews  (/)  died,  upon  which  the  Cardi- 
nal fucceeded  to  that  (u)  See,  which  was  a Royal  borough,  and  ce- 
lebrated 

Jameson,  in  his  MS.  Notes  upon  Bishop  Spotswood’s  history,  in  the  possession  of  Dodtor 
Mackenzie,  shews  that  his  uncle  did  not  give  him  the  Abbacy  of  Aberbrothock,  till  the 
year  1534.  (Original  1544,  by  mistake,)  Reserving  only  to  himself,  half  the  rents  j 
and  upon  16  July,  same  year,  one  Mr.  John  Gibson,  Bishop  of  Libarna,  or  Librarian 
atnong  the  Infidels  had  a power  to  exercise  his  Episcopal  office,  in  the  diocese  of  Saint  An- 
drews, with  consent  of  the  Cardinal,  and  a pension  of  200I.  Scots,  out  of  the  rents  of 
the  bishoprick  of  Saint  Andrews.  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  Scottish  Writers,  III.  190- 
Cardinal  Beaton  was  the  last  Abbot  of  Aberbrothock  Abbey.  Penn.  Scotl.  Ill# 
136. 

(0)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  294.  Beats.  P.  I.  II.  29,  calc. 

( p)  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  III.  19,  28. 

(?)  Id.  19,28.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  29,  calc. 

(f)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  295.  ( s ) M‘Kenzie,  ut supra.  28. 

(/)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  295. 

(u ) Though  this  See  is  considered,  as  the  Ecclesiastical  Primacy,  in  North  Britain,  li 
seems  to  have  been  very  fatal  to  some  of  the  possessors  ; for  Beaton’s  successor  was 
murdered,  as  well  as  himself,  and  that  too  very  ignominiously ; and  also  the  Arch- 
bishop, in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  As  to  Beaton,  it  falls  to  our  lot  to  particularize 
his  assassination,  in  the  course  of  this  memoir.  As  to  his''successor,  John  Hamilton,  he 
was  hanged  on  a live  tree  ; and  the  following  cruel  sarcasm  composed  on  the  occasion  : 

“ Vive  diu,  felix  arbor,  semperq  vireto 
“ Frondibus,  ut  nobis  talia  poma  feras.” 

M£Kenzie’s  Scottish  Writers,  III.  105,  106.  Penn.  Scot.  Ill,  188,  calc.  Beats.  Poh 

Ind.  II.  30. 


A lite- 


lebrated  (k)  for  it’s  cathedral  and  harbour,  it  was  be  Tides  the  Pri- 
macy of  all  Scotland  * this  eminent  promotion  Beaton  obtained  by 
the  peculiar  favour  of  his  Sovereign  ; and  the  Pope,  as  a further  mark 
of  his  condefcenfion,  inverted  him  with  legatine  (y)  powers,  by  ap- 
pointing  him  Legate  a (z)  latere . 

This  (a)?  re  late  was  no  fooner  promoted  to  the  See  of  Saint  An- 
drews, than*  in  order  to  teftify  his  zeal  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
his  benefa&or,  Pope  Paul  the  Third,  he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  per- 
fecute  and  crurti  thofe  of  the  Proteftant  (b)  religion  in  Scotland,  and 
no  man  among  the  Scotch  clergy,  was  more  ready  to  (e)  employ  thofe 
admirable  and  convincing  arguments,  fire  and  /word,  in  defence  of 
Popery,  than  David  Beaton. 

The  Reformers  [d)  were  perfecuted  with  all  the  cruelty,  which  fu- 
perrtition  infpires  a barbarous  people;  many  were  condemned  to  un- 
dergo that  dreadful  death,  which  the  Church  has  appointed  for  the 
punifhment  of  her  enemies  ; but  they  fufFered  with  a fpirit  fo  nearly 
refembling  the  patience  and  fortitude  of  the  Primitive  Martyrs,  that 
more  were  converted,  than  terrified,  at  fuch  fpedtacles. 

About  (e)  the  end  of  the  month  of  February  1539,  five  Protertants 
were  committed  to  the  flames,  and  nine  recanted,  but  fome  made  their 
efcape  out  of  prifon,  among  whom  was  the  celebrated  George  (/) 
Buchanan,  the  Scottirti  hiftorian,  and  it  cannot  be  gueffed  to  what 

lengths, 

A literary  and  poetical  friend  of  the  present  writer,  has  favoured  him  with  the  fol- 
lowing translation  : 

“ Blest  tree!  for  ever  live  in  brightest  green, 
u While  fruit  in  form  like  this,  is  'pendant  seen.” 

James  Sharp  is  the  third ; he  was  barbarously  murdered  by  a set  of  fanatics,  on  Mag. 
nus  Muir,  near  Saint  Andrews.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  30,  calc.  Penn.  Scotl.  III.  1951 
198.  Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  II.  470,  and  Higg.  Remarks  thereon  in  his  Hist.  Works,  IT 
214;  also  “ Observations”  on  Holliday’s  Life  of  Earl  Mansfield,  83. 

(*)  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  the  Scots  Writers,  III.  28. 

(y)  M‘Kenzie  ut  supra,  19.  Tow.  ut  supra,  300.  Beats,  P.  I.  II.  29,  calc. 

( z ) M‘Kenzie,  as  last  cited.  ( a ) Id.  ib. 

( b ) Tow.  Br.  Brit.  I.  413,414,415. 

( c ) Id.  II.  294,  295. 

( d ) Rob.H.  S.  I.  106. 

( e ) Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II,  295,  296. 

(/)  The  famous  Scottish  Historian* 


lengths,  the  furious  Cardinal  might  afterwards  have  proceeded  in 
this  bloody  buhnefs,  as  the  whole  was  left  to  his  management,  if  the 
king’s  demife  had  not  put  a hop  to  his  cruel  proceedings;  for  it  is 
faid,  he  had  prefented  to  the  King,  a lift  of  three  hundred  and  fixty 
perfons,  fufpefled  of  Proteftancy,  many  of  whom  were  the  prime  No- 
bility, and  moft  confiderable  perfons  in  the  kingdom. 

Cardinal  Beaton,  who  had  long  been  confidered  as  Prime  Mi- 
nifter,  claimed  the  office  and  dignity  of  Regent,  during  the  minority 
of  the  late  King’s  daughter  and  fucceffor,  Princefs  Mary,  fo  famous 
for  her  beauty,  and  her  misfortunes,  in  the  reign  of  our  Queen  Eli” 
zabeth;  and  in  fupport  of  his  pretenfions,  he  produced  a Will,  which 
he  himfelf  had  (g)  forged  in  the  name  of  the  late  King,  and,  without 
any  other  right,  inftantly  affumed  the  title  of  Regent;  the  Cardinal 
had  enjoyed  power  too  long,  and  had  exercifed  it  with  too  much  fe- 
verity  to  be  a favourite  of  the  nation ; the  public  voice  was  againft 
him,  the  pretended  Will  was  (h)  fet  afide,  and  the  Earl  of  (i)  was  de- 
clared foie  Regent  of  the  kingdom,  during  the  minority  of  the  Queen ; 
and  Beaton  was  not  only  mortified,  by  being  thus  excluded  from 
the  government,  but  he  was  alfo  feized,  and  fent  prifoner  to  the  caftle 
of  Blacknefs;  but  as  fome  (k)  fay,  without  authority. 

Cardinal  (/)  Beaton  had  found  means  to  get  out  of  his  confine- 
ment, by  offering  the  Lord  Seaton,  in  whofe  cuftody  he  was,  a con- 
fiderable gratification,  and  his  conftant  friendffiip,  if  he  would  per- 
mit him  to  go  to  Saint  Andrews,  which  Seaton  accordingly  agreed  to ; 
he  had  ever  been  ftrongly  attached  to  France,  and  of  courfe  an  ene- 
my to  England  ; he  complained  loudly  that  Arran  the  Regent,  had 
betrayed  the  kingdom  to  it’s  moft  inveterate  enemies,  and  facrificed  it’s 
honour  to  his  own  ambition ; he  lamented  to  fee  an  ancient  country 
confenting  to  it’s  own  flavery,  and  defcending  into  the  ignominious 

ftation 

(gj  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives,  III.  21.  Buchan.  Hist.  Scotl.  Lib.  XV.  Rob.  Hist.  Scot, 
I.  96.  8vo.  Edit.  1761.  Tow.  Br.  Biog.  II . 296. 

( h ) Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  £1.296. 

(i)  James  Stewart.  See  Lord  Chancellor  Thirlestane’s  Life,  in  this  collection. 

(£)  Pinkerton,  in  his  Collection  of  Scottish  Poets.  See  Edinb,  Mag.  V.  425.  Old 
Series  Edit.  1787. 

( l ) Tow.  Br.  Biogr,  II.  297. 


ftation  of  a dependent  province  ; and,  in  one  hour,  the  weaknefs  and 
treachery  of  a fingle  man  furrendering  every  thing,  for  which  the 
Scottifh  nation  had  flruggled  and  fought  during  fo  many  ages;  thefe 
remonftrances  of  Beaton  had  the  greateft  effeCl  upon  the  Scots,  and 
the  Nobility  ( m)  notwithflanding  the  fhare  they  lately  had  in  dif- 
gracing  the  Cardinal,  were  now  ready  to  applaud  and  to  fecond 
him,  as  the  defender  of  the  honour  and  liberty  of  his  country. 

The  Cardinal  was  made  Lord  Privy  Seal,  in  the  year  1542. 
Do6tor  (n)  Towers  fays,  this  promotion  was  fo  early  as  the  year,  1528, 
but  in  this  he  feems  miftaken  ; Mr.  (0)  Beatfon  fee  ms  more  correct 
in  fixing  it,  as  we  have  recorded  it. 

Towards  (p)  the  clofe  of  the  year,  1545,  the  Cardinal  went  in  a 
pompous  manner,  to  vifit  his  diocefe,  attended  by  the  Regent,  and 
other  Officers  of  State,  Prelates,  and  many  perfons  of  diflin&ion  ; 
when  he  came  to  Perth,  feveral  perfons  were  there  tried  before  him 
for  Proteftancy,  being  indihted  particulary  for  violating  an  ACt  of 
Parliament,  by  which  the  people  were  forbid  to  argue  or. difpute,  con- 
cerning the  fenfe  of  the  holy  fcriptures;  they  were  foon  found  guilty, 
of  whom  fix  men  were  hanged,  and  one  woman  (q)  drowned; 
feveral  Burgeffes  were  banifhed  ; the  LordRuthven,  Provoflof  Perth, 
was  amoved  from  his  office,  as  a favourer  of  Proteftancy;  and  the 
Cardinal  caufed  John  Rogers,  a black  friar,  who  had  preached  the 
Reformed  doftrines,  in  Angus  and  Mearns,  to  be  murdered  in  prifon, 
at  Saint  (r)  Andrews. 

After  the  (s)  above  perfons  were  put  to  death  at  Perth,  the  Cardi- 
nal and  his  party  applied  themfelves  to  the  overthrow  of  all  the  re- 
formed univerfally;  they  went  to  Dundee ; and,  as  themfelves  gave 
out,  it  was  to  punifb  fuch  as  read  the  New  Teftament ; for,  in  thofe 
days,  that  was  counted  a mofl  grievous  fm;  and  fuch  was  the  blind- 
nefs  of  thofe  times,  that  fome  of  the  Priefts,  being  offended  at  the  no- 
velty 

( m ) Rob.  Hist.  ScotL  I.  102. 

f n)  Br.  Biogr.  II.  294.  (0)  Pol.  Ind.  II.  67. 

(p)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr,  II.  299. 

(a)  Fox’s  A6ts  and  Monuments,  II.  614,  615.  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  Scots  Writers, 

III.  23. 

(r J See  Knox’s  Church  Hist. 


( s ) Buchan.  Hist.  Scot.  Lib.  XV, 


velty  of  the  title,  did  contend,  that  book  was  lately  written  by 
Martin  (7J  Luther,  and  therefore  they  defired  only  the  old. 

The  Archbishop  was  condituted,  in  the  year  1546,  Lord  (u)  High 
Chancellor  of  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Gavin  (x)  Dunbar,  Archbifhop 
of  Glafgow-.  Though  Beatfon  has  claffed  Beaton,  next  to  Dunbar, 
as  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  in  his  Political  Index,  yet  he  has  made 
him  his  fuccelfor  fo  early  as  the  year  1528;  but  Doflor  (y)  McKen- 
zie clears  up  this  miftake,  by  informing  us,  that  Gavin  was  Chancellor 
in  the  year,  that  the  Cardinal  was  promoted  to  the  Archbifhop’s 
See  of  Saint  Andrew’s,  which  we  have  feen,  was  in  the  year  1539. 

TheC  ardin  al  (z)  having  thus  eftablifhed  his  authority  as  much  as 
ever,  he  refolved  to  begin,  where  he  left  off,  in  profecuting  thofe  of  the 
Preformed  Religion ; from  Perth  the  (a)  Cardinal  went  to  Angus 
and  the  Mearns,  at  which  places,  he  likewife  made  a vigorous  inquifi- 
tion,  and  then  returned  to  Edinburgh,  where  at  (b)  the  Black  Friars, 
was  held  a provincial  Affembly  of  the  Clergy,  but  their  proceedings 
no  where  appear;  however,  it  is  certain,  that  the  Cardinal  was 
now  very  aflive,  in  bringing  to  the  (take  George  (c)  Wifeheart,  one 
of  the  mod  eminent  (d)  perfons,  of  the  Proteftant  party;  he  pro** 

ceeded 

( t)  Give  account  of  him  from  Beza. 

( u J Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  59. 

(x)  See  his  Memoir,  in  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  II.  613, 

( y)  McKenzie,  ut  supra,  III.  20. 

(z)  M'Kenzie,  III.  22.  ( a ) Id.  23.  ( b ) Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  302, 

(r)  The  reader  will  not  find  the  name  of  Wiseheart , either  in  Buchanan’s  Latin  His- 
tory of  Scotland,  or  in  Monsieur  Rapin  de  Thoyras’s  French  History  of  England  ; 
the  former  historian  describes  him  by  the  name  of  Sophocardium,  Buch.  Rer.  Scot. 
Hist.  XV.  32,  Quarto  Edit.  Ruddiman.  1725.  This  Editor  has  added  an  explanation 
of  the  proper  names,  that  occur  in  George  Buchanan’s  History  of  the  Affairs  of  Scot- 
land; among  which  he  speaks  of  Saphocardius  thus;  “ Buchanan  fabricated  this  sur- 
name himself,  from  obipoi;  and  that  is,  ‘wise  at  heart ; but  it  is  a bad  derivation, 

for  this  is  not  the  true  etymology  of  that  surname;  in  as  much  as  it  is  of  French  ori- 
gin, for  what  we  call  Witsehart  or  Wishart , they  call  Guiscard.  The  French  historian  de, 
scribes  Wise  hart,  by  the  name  of  Sephocard,  See  Rap.  Hist.  Engl.  Fr.  Quarto  V.  459. 
Hague  Edit.  1724,  and  Sephocard,  in  the  Index  to  the  Tenth  Volume  of  that  Work. 

( d ) George  Wisehart,  a man  of  honourable  birth,  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  302.  Rob. 

H.  S.  I.  112.  Buchan.  Hist.  Scot.  Lib.  XV.  SeiTt.  XL.  of  primitive  sanctity  and 

exemplary 


eeeded  to  try  him  upon  eighteen  (V)  articles,  though  he  appealed 
as  being  the  Regent’s  prifoner,  to  a temporal  judicature  ; but  he  con- 
demned him  as  an  obftinate  heretic,  and  cauTed  him  to  be  (/) 
burnt  at  Saint  Andrews,  forbidding  all  perfons  to  pray  for  him,  under 
pain  of  incurring  the  fevered  cenfures  of  the  church, 

Thefe  rigorous  proceedings  and  oppreffions  of  the  Cardi^ 
nal,  draw  on  him  a general  hatred  and  deteftation,  and  fo  in- 
eenfed  thofe  who  favoured  the  Reformation,  that  they  refolved  to 
murder  him  ; his  a (fa  fli  nation  had  been  in  fome  meafure  predicted  by 
Wifeheart,  for  he  concluded  his  dying  fpeech,  at  his  execution,  in 
thefe  remarkable  words,  66  He  who  now  fo  proudly  looks  down  upon 
me,  from  yonder  lofty  palace  (pointing  to  the  (/)  Cardinal)  and 
feeds  his  eyes  with  my  torments,  (hall  ere  long,  he  hung  out  at  that 
window,  and  be  as  ignominioufly  thrown  down,  as  he  now  proudly  (kj 
lolls  at  his  eafe  this  prediction  of  Wifeheart,  concerning  Cardinal 
Beaton,  which  is  related  by  Buchannan,  in  his  Hi  (lory  of  Scotland, 

as 

exemplary  manners,  Id.  ib.  who  had  greatly  distinguished  himself,  by  preaching  with 
much  eloquence  and  zeal  againft  Popery.  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  ut  supra.  See  Rob.  Hist. 
Scotl.  I.  ii2.  Knox’s  Hist,  of  the  Reform,  and  How.  Biogr.  Scotl.  46. 

(e)  The  answers  are  in  Fox’s  Martyrology,  and  Mr.  Knox’s  Church  History,  and 
in  McKenzie,  by  which  the  reader  will  comprehend  all  that  was  laid  to  his  charge. 
McKenzie’s  laves  of  Scots  Writers,  III.  14. 

(/)  The  circumstances  of  his  death  are  related  in  Buchan.  Hist.  Scotl.  Lib.  XV. 
40.  and  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives,  III.  16. 

(g)  M‘Kenzies  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  III.  23. 

(i)  The  window  in  the  castle  of  St.  Andrew’s,  is  shewn,  out  of  which,  it  is  pretended, 
that  Cardinal  Beaton  leaned,  to  glut  his  eyes  with  the  cruel  martyrdom  of  this  pious 
man,  burnt  beneath  ; this  is  one  of  those  relations,  whose  verity  we  should  doubt,  and 
heartily  wish  there  was  no  truth  in  it  [Brown’s  Vulgar  Errors]  and,  on  enquiry,  we 
may  console  ourselves,  that  this  is  founded  on  puritanical  bigotry,  and  invented  out 
of  hatred  to  a persecutor  sufficiently  detestable,  as  the  diredor  of  the  persecution,  and 
the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  above-named  George  Wiseheart.  Penn,  Scotl.  193,  194, 
Who  was  a man  of  God.  How.  Biogr.  Scot.  God’s  Justice,  &c,  II.  Notwithstanding 
Mr.  Pennant’s  remark,  we  still  continue  of  opinion,  that  the  fad  is  not  inconsistent, 
either  with  the  Cardinal’s  charader,  or  the  general  spirit  of  those  times.  Biog.  Brit, 
Corrigenda Kipp.  Edit. 

( k ) That  the  Cardinal  might  gratify  his  eyes  with  so  desirable  a sight,  thecushiong 
were  laid  for  him  and  his  company  to  lean  upon,  while  looking  foyth  at  the  window. 
How,  God’s  justice,  &e.”  ap.  Biog,  Scot,  II.  12, 


as  alfo  by  Archbifiiop  Spotfwood,  and  others,  has  been  doubted  by 
fome  later  writers ; however  this  may  be,  it  is  certain,  that  the  death 
of  Wifeheart,  did,  in  the  end,  prove  fatal  to  the  Cardinal  himfelfi 
who  had  not  ufed  his  (7}  power  with  moderation,  equal  to  the  pru- 
dence, by  which  he  attained  it  ; notwithftanding  his  great  abilities,  he 
had  too  many  of  the  paflions  and  prejudices  of  an  angry  leader  of 
a fafilion,  to  govern  a divided  people  with  temper;  his  refentment 
againd  one  part  of  the  Nobility,  his  infolence  to  the  reft,  his 
feverity  towards  the  Reformers,  and,  above  all,  the  barbarous  and 
illegal  execution  of  George  Wifeheart,  who  foretold  the  Cardin  al’s 
downfall,  as  before  obferved,  wore  out  the  patience  of  a fierce  age  - 
and  nothing  but  a bold  hand  was  wanting,  to  gratify  the  public  wifh? 
by  his  deftrutlion. 

The  Cardin  al  met  with  the  reward  of  his  cruelty,  in  the  cable  of 
Saint  Andrew,  for  this  nefarious  deed;  private  revenge,  inflamed  and 
fanblified  by  a falfe  zeal  for  religion,  quickly  found  a fit  inftrument  in 
Norman  Lefly,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Rothes:  the  attempt  was  as 
bold,  as  it  was  fuccefsful,  the  Cardin  al  at  that  time,  perhaps  in- 
ftigated  by  his  fears,  was  adding  new  ftrength  to  the  Cable,  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  age,  rendering  it  impregnable,  fixteen  perfons  un- 
dertook to  furprize  it;  they  entered  the  gates  which  were  left  open 
by  the  workmen,  early  in  the  morning,  turned  out  his  retinue  without 
confufion,  and  forced  open  the  door  of  the  Cardinal’s  apartment, 
which  he  had  barricaded  on  tfr  firb  alarm ; the  confpirators  found 
him  feated  in  his  chair;  they  transfixed  him  with  their  fwords,  and  he 
expired  (m)  crying,  64  I am  a Fried,  fie,  fie,  all  is  gone!” 

The  Cardinal  having  notice  of  his  aflaffination,  treated  it  with 
great  contempt,  faying,  (n)  44  tufh,  a fig  for  the  fools,  a button  for  the 
bragging  of  heretics ; is  not  the  Lord  Governor  mine  ? witnefs  his  el- 
deb  fon  with  me  as  a pledge.  Have  not  I the  Queen  at  my  devo- 
tion ? is  not  France  my  friend?  what  danger  fhould  I fear?”  Lord 
Mansfield  upon  a fimilar  attack,  in  the  anno  (o)  mirabili,  1780,  (p) 

apprehending 

(0  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  I.  112. 

(m)  Penn.  Scotl.  III.  193,  194. 

(n J How.  “ God’s  Justice,  &c.”  ap  Biogr*  Scots  1 z* 

( 0 ) Holliday,  409.  (y>)  Id.  412* 


apprehending  no  danger,  therefore  took  no  precaution ; whereas 
Beaton  did  indeed,  but  not  fufficient. 

The  (q)  confpirators  without  noife,  or  tumult,  or  violence  of  any 
other  perfon,  delivered  their  Country,  though  by  a nioft  unjuftifiable 
action,  from  an  ambitious  man,  whofe  pride  was  infupportable  to  the 
Nobles,  as  his  cruelty  and  cunning  were  great,  checks  to  the  Refor- 
mation; his  death  was  fatal  to  the  Catholic  religion,  and^to  the  French 
intereft  in  Scotland.  , 

Cardinal  Beaton  (V)  merited  his  death,  but  the  manner  was  (V)  in- 
defen fible,  as  is  candidly  admitted  by  his  enemy,  the  Hiilorian  and 
Poet,  Sir  David  Lindfay  of  the  (t)  Mount. 

[u)  As  for  this  Cardinal,  I grant, 

He  was  a man  we  well  might  want ; 

God  will  forgive  it  foon. 

But  of  a truth  the  footh  to  fay, 

Altho’  the  loon  be  well  away, 

The  fadt  w^as  foully  done. 

It  is  very  horrid,  but  at  the  fame  time  fomewhat  amufing,  to  con- 
fider  the  joy,  alacrity,  and  pleafure,  which  John  (x)  Knox,  the  fa- 
mous Scotch  Reformer,  difcovers  in  his  Narrative  (y)  of  this  affaffina^ 
lion;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  fir  ft  Edition  of  his  Hiftory  of 
the  Reformation  in  Scotland,  thefe  following  words  in  Italic  : “ The 

godly 

f q)  Rob.  Hist.  Scot.  I.  113. 

(r J Penn.  Scotl.  III.  194. 

f s)  A late  Nobleman  (the  Earl  of  Orford)  distinguished  for  literature,  especially 
that  species  of  it,  which  forms  the  whole  subject  of  this  publication;  has  observed, 
that  if  our  King  Charles  the  First  deserved  death,  the  executing  him  afterwards,  was  a 
mere  formality.  Walp.  Cat.  of  Roy.  and  Nob.  Auth.  II.  69,  First  Edit,  if  there_ 
fore,  Beaton  merited  his  death,  sure  the  adtion,  whereby  he  fell,  was  most  justifi- 
able, and  the  manner  of  it,  most  defensible. 

(/)  Rob.  and  Penn,  both  ut  supra. 

( u ) Penn.  Scotl.  III.  194.  Flow.  u God’s  justice,  &c.”  in  Biogr.  Scot.  12. 

(a1  ) Knox  himself  had  no  hand  in  the  murder  of  Beaton,  but  he  afterwards  joined 
the  assassins,  and  assisted  them  in  holding  out  the  castle.  Flume,  H.  E.  IV.  299, 
n.  See  the  Memoir  of  Knox  the  Reformer,  in  this  publication. 

( y ) M£Kenzie,  III.  26. 


godly  fad?  and  words  of  • James  (z)  Melvil ” were  printed  on  the  margin 
of  the’page;  but  the  fabfequent  Editors  retrenched  (a)  them. 

A very  fingular  account  of  the  murder  in  queftion,  and  extremely 
different  from  that  given  by  all  his  other  biographers,  (b)  Knox, 
Buchanan,  the  Prefident  De  Though,  Spotfwood,  (c)  Hume,  Robert- 
fon,  Pennant,  and  Doftor  Towers,  the  original  in  Latin,  written  by  (d) 
Dempfter,  the  Scotch  Biographer  and  Hiftorian,  is  preferved  by  Doc- 
tor (V)  M4Kenzie,  a tranflation  of  which  follows  : 

This  eminent  Prelate,  was  firangled  in  his  chamber,  by  heretic  cut- 
throats, the  chief  of  whom  was  named  Leflie,  who  p d into  the 

mouth  of  the  deceafed,  and  equipping  the  dead  body  with  the  Car- 
dinal’s enfigns,  hung  it  upon  the  wall,  and  treated  it  with  much  fa- 
criligious  contumely,  for  which  God  was.  afterwards  pleafed  to  re- 
fen t by  a proper  punifliment,  for  all  the  wicked  murderers  came  to 
untimely  ends,  and  Leflie  was  thrown  from  his  horfe  and  killed,  and 

the  horfe  p -d  (f)  in  his  mouth,  as  he  fell,  which  was  a memorable 

inflance,  and  certainly  fhewed  a degree  of  judgment  in  the  Divine 
vengeance;  Edward  Hall,  Book  VIII.  on  the  union  of  the  two  fa- 
milies. James  Auguflus  de  Thou,  endeavoured,  in  the  year  following 
to  vindicate  the  murderous  aft,  in  the  third  Book  of  the  “ liiflory  of 
kis  own  Times”  but  in  vain,  for  Beaton  the  Cardinal  fufferecl 
martyrdom;  the  blood  of  the  flain  on  the  (tones  of  the  ( h ) window^ 
could  never  be  wafhed  off  or  defaced. 

Though  the  year,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  even  the  day  of  the 
week,  on  which  Be  aton  was  (tabbed  to  the  heart,  are  all  minutely 
mentioned  ; yet  the  exaht  time  of  his  death,  does  not  feem,  by 
any  means,  to  be  precifely  afcertained,  by  any  of  the  numerous  au- 
thors, 

(z)  Knox  calls  James  Melvill,  [Hist.  Reform.  65]  a man  most  gentle,  and  most 
modest.  Hume  IV.  29S,  n.  M‘Kenzie,  III.  25,  calc. 

( a)  Hume  IV.  298,  299,  n. 

C)  Hist.  Reform.  71.  M‘Kenzie,  III.  23.  n. 

(0  nib.  II.  83.  M‘Kenzie,  III.  23,  n.  Id.  24..  Archbishop  of  Saint  Andrews. 
Beats.  P.  I.  II.  30.  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland.  Id.  60. 

(d)  Lib.  II.  88.  M‘Kenzie,  III.  19.  n. 

(e)  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  III.  28,  calc. 

(/)  M‘Kenzie  III.  26.  calc, 

(D  M‘Kenzie,  III,  29, 


[g]  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  305,  n, 


thors,  hiftorians,  or  biographers,  who  have  wfote  on  the  fubiefl  of 
the  fad  cataftrophe  in  quebion  ; for  they  all  difagree,  one  with  the 
other,  irl  their  refpe&ive  writings,  as  to  that  circumbance;  one  of 
them  (7)  fays,  that  Cardinal  Beaton  was  murdered  at  the  cable  of 
Saint  Andrews,  ift  February,  1545  ; another  (k),  that  the  murder  in 
quebion,  was  committed  about  the  Nones  of  May  ; others  again,  viz. 
Pitfcott  (/)  records  the  aflaffination  to  have  been  perpetrated  on  the 
6th  of  May,  154b;  whereas  Leflie,  Holinfhed,  and  Balfour,  declare, 
that  it  was  on  the  30th  of  that  month  and  year;  but  again,  (m)  Spotf- 
wood,  Larrey,  Anderfon,  and  (n)  Knox,  (0)  affirm,  that  it  happened 
on  (p)  Friday,  28  of  (q)  May,  others  again,  on  (r)  Saturday*  29  (s) 
May,  both  in  the  fame  lab  mentioned  year. 

Fie  lay  (/)  a confiderable  time  unburied,  the  murderers  hung  his 
dead  body  over  the  window,  in  the  cable,  according  to  Mr.  Wife- 
heart’s  words.  Buchanan  does  not  mention  his  burial,  in  his  Hibory 
of  Scotland;  Knox,  in  his  Hibory  of  the  Reformation,  fays,  they 
gave  him  fait  enough,  and  a leaden  cap,  and  fet  him  in  the  fea  (u) 
tower,  to  wait,  what  exequies  his  brethren,  the  Biffiops  would  prepare 
for  him;  Fox  and  Clark  both  fay,  (x)  he  lay  feven  months  unburied, 
and  then  like  a carrion  was  thrown  on  a dung  hill,  without  44  Re- 
quiem reternam,”  (y)  or  4f  Requifeat  in  pace,”  fung  for  his  foul. 
Cardinal  (2)  Beaton,  with  the  fame  public  pomp,  which  is  due  to  a 

legitimate 

{ i ) Beatson  in  his  Pol.  Inch  II.  30, 

(kj  Buchanan,  in  his  Hist.  Scotl.  XV.  40.  (/ J Id.  ih.  in  the  Notes. 

(m)  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  Scottish  Writers,  III.  23.  24. 

(«)  M‘Kenzie,  ut  supra,  III.  24. 

(0)  Buchan,  ut  supra. 

(p  ) M£Kenzie,  ut  supra,  24. 

(q)  Dempster.  M‘Kenzie,  ut  supra,  29.  Hume’s  Hist.  Engl.  IV.  299. 

( r)  Buchan,  ut  supra,  in  the  Notes.  M‘Kenzie,  ut  supra,  24.  Tow.  Br.  Biogr. 

ii . 304. 

(r)  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  I.  143*  Tow.  ut  supra.  McKenzie,  ut  supra,  24. 

(?)  How.  “ God’s  Justice,  &c.”  ap.  Biogr.  Scot.  12.  n. 

(u)  A place  where  many  of  God’s  children  had  been  imprisoned  before.  M‘Ken-* 
fcie,  III.  26. 

(a-)  How.  ut  supra.  (y)  M‘Kenzie,  ut  supra. 

(z)  Rob.  Hist.  Scot.  I.  146,  147. 


legitimate  child,  celebrated  the  marriage  of  one  of  his  fix  natural  chil- 
dren, with  the  Mailer  of  Crawfurd,  the  Earl’s  fon;  and  gave  with  her 
four  thoufand  marks  Scots,  which,  in  thofe  days,  was  a (a)  vail  for- 
tune. 

The  Cardinal  (b)  was  by  nature  of  immoderate  (V)  ambition ; by 
long  experience  he  had  acquired  addrefs  and  refinement ; and  info- 
lence  grew  upon  him  from  continual  fuccefs;  his  high  llation  in  the 
Church,  placed  him  in  the  way  of  great  employments  ; his  (d)  abilities 
were  equal  to  the  greatelt  of  thefe,  nor  did  he  reckon  any  of  them  to 
be  above  his  merit ; as  his  own  eminence  was  founded  upon  the  church 
of  Rome,  he  was  a zealous  defender  of  that  fuperflition,  and  for  the 
fame  reafon,  an  avowed  enemy  to  the  doHrine  of  the  Reformers ; po- 
litical motives  alone  determined  him  to  fupport  the  one,  or  to  oppofe 
the  other;  his  early  application  to  public  bufinefs,  kept  him  unac- 
quainted with  the  learning  and  controverfies  of  the  age;  he  gave 
judgment,  however,  upon  all  points  in  difpute,  with  a precipitancy, 
violence,  and  rigour  which  hiflorians  (e)  mention  with  indignation  ; 
he  (/)  was  illuftrious  for  his  dignity  as  a Cardinal,  for  the  fplen- 
dor  of  his  life,  and  the  gravity  of  his  difpofition  ; (g)  and  abfolute  in 
Scotland,  as  Wolfey  was  in  England;  he  was  eminently  deferving  of 
the  Catholic  Religion,  and  of  his  own  country  ; again. 

He  was  one  of  the  worlt  (h)  of  men,  a proud,  cruel  unrelenting  ty- 
rant, and  fo  licentious  a prieft,  and  (i)  fuperior  to  all  decency,  that  if 
we  believe  (k)  Knox,  he  publicly  continued  to  the  end  of  his  days,  a 
criminal  correfpondence  with  Mrs.  (/)  Ogilvie,  the  mother  of  one  of 
his  natural  (m)  children,  who  was  a woman  of  rank,  and  was  juft  gone 

out 

(a)  Penn.  Scotl.  III.  245. 

(b)  Rob.  Hist.  Scot,  I.  97.  (c)  Penn.  Scot.  III.  245. 

(d)  Beats.  P.  I.  II.  30. 

(<?)  Among  whom  is  Monsieur  Rapin  de  Thoyras,  who  says,  he  was  a violent  and 
cruel  man,  and  had  given  many  instances  of  his  barbarous  disposition  towards  the 
Protestants.  Rap.  Hist.  Engl.  V.  425.  Fr.  Edit,  Quarto. 

[f)  Dempster,  ap.  M‘Kenzie’s  Scottish  Writers,  III.  28.  calc. 

(g)  Penn;  Scotl.  III.  136.  ( h ) Beats,  lit  supra. 

(z)  Penn.  Scotl.  III.  245.  {k)  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  I.  147* 

(/)  Howie’s,  “ God’s  justice,53  &c.  ap,  Biogr.  Scot.  12, 

[m]  Rob.  Hist.  Scot,  ut  supra. 


out  of  (n)  bed  from  him,  on  the  morning  his  murderers  entered  the 
caftle  to  affaffinate  him,  and  which  they  did,  in  the  manner  above 
related. 

There  is  an  head  of  Cardinal  Beaton  among  the  piDures,  in  the 
apartments  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  hereditary  houfe- 
keeper  of  Ilolyrood  Houfe ; the  Cardinal’s  hair  is  black, 
fmooth  face,  a red  callot.  Penn.  ScotL  III.  245. 

44  An  Account  of  his  own  ( 0 ) Ambajfies  in  one  Book,  containing  his 
Negotiations  (p)  with  the  French  King  and  the  Pope." 

44  An  Account  of  the  Supremacy  of  Peter , one  Book , over  the  reft  of 
the  Apoftles." 

44  Epiftles  to  fever al  perfonsi  one  Book." 

44  Some  Copies  of  thefe  Letters  are faid  to  be preferved  in  the  Library 
of  the  French  KingP 


(«)  Howie,  ut  supra. 

(0)  M‘Kenzie3 111.29. 


{p)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  II.  306. 


. 
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O H N 


K N O X,  the  Reformer. 


I 


Although  (a)  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  were 
formerly  diflinH,  as  well  in  their  boundaries,  as  in  their  kings  ; it  may 
yet  be  laid,  that  in  our  memory,  and  that  of  our  anceftors,  they  were 
both  at  firft  combined  again!!  Chrid,  and  again  united  to  him  by  mu- 
tual fervices ; the  principal  author  of  the  con  [piracy  againlt  truth,  was 
» a Roman  pried,  together  with  the  fervants,  cardinals,  and  falfe 
bifhops,  and  all  the  falfe  clergy,  who  were  totally  depending  on  him, 
as  on  their  deity  ; Christ, every  where  perfuaded  men,  who  had  any 
faith,  by  inftruHing  them  in  admirable  virtue  to  recover  his  own  rights ; 
li  I was  to  fay,  the  great  John  (b)  Knox,  acted  as  an  (c)  apoftle,  in 

reviving 

(a)  Transiatidn  of  the  original  Latin,  which  runs  thus  in  English,  “ Theodore  * 
Beza’s  pictures,  (that  is)  true  portraits  of  men  illustrious,  as  well  for  learning  as  piety, 
by  whose  labour  the  study  of  liberal  literature  was  partly  restored,  and  true  religion 
partly  revived  in  various  regions  of  the  Christian  world,  within  our  own  memory, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  our  ancestors  ; to  which  are  added  their  lives  and  an  account  of 
their  works,  and  the  whole  adorned  with  portraits,  commonly  called  Emblems.  Ge- 
nev.  Edition  Svo.  1580. 

( b ) Beza,  Moreri  and  Granger  all  spell  his  name  thus,  Cnox. 

(e)  The  English  Episcopalians  agree  with  this  writer  in  representing  Knox  as  an 
apostle , adding,  “ who  established  his  reputation  by  fire  and  sword,  and  who  taught  the 
most  seditious  doctrines.”  Noorth.  Bi£t.  “Knox.”  This  rustic  apostle  scruples  not, 
in  his  history,  to  inform  us,  that  he  once  treated  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  with  such  se* 
veritv,  that  she  lost  all  command  of  temper,  and  dissolved  in  tears  before  him,  yet  so 
far  from  being  moved  with  youth,  beauty,  and  royal  dignity,  reduced  to  that  condition, 
he  persevered  in  his  insolent  reproofs  ; and  when  he  relates 'this  incident,  he  discovers 
a visible  pride  and  satisfaction  in  his  own  conduct.  Hume’s  Hist.  Eng.  V.  50,  51 . 

* He  was  a most  zealous  promoter,  defender,  and  one  of  the  principal  pillars  of  the 
Reformed  Church  ; born  at  Veselai  in  Burgundy,  24.  June,  1529,  1 1 Hen.  VII.  studied 
at  Orleans  and  Bourges,  under  Melchior  Walmer,  who  brought  him  up  a Protestant  ; 
he  succeeded  Calvin,  presided  in  several  synods,  and  died  in  the  year,  1605,  3 Jac.  I. 
aged  86.  See  Noorthouck’s  and  Jones’s  Dlft.  neither  of  which  Biographers  mentions  the 
work  of  Beza  we  have  referred  to. 


reviving  the  Scot’s  worfhip  of  God,  1 fhould  fay  no  more,  than  what 
I really  think,  and  what  the  following  true  narrative  of  his  life  will 
prove;  the  whole  of  which,  it  manifeftlv  appears,  w7as  the  admirable 
work  of  God  himfelf. 

Scotland  (dj  had  the  honour  of  producing  this  great  and  eminent  lu- 
minary, who  became  the  principal  infirument  in  God’s  hand,  of  effect- 
ing the  Reformation,  in  that  kingdom,  at  a time  when  Papal  darknefs, 
ignorance,  and  fuperftition,  had  involved  the  whole  nation  in  (hades 
of  deeper  than  Egyptian  night. 

This  Knox,  was  defcended  of  an  (V)  ancient  and  honourable  fa- 
mily, and  was  born  in  the  year  1505,  21  Hen.  VII.  at  GifFard,  near 
Haddington,  in  the  county  of  EaR  Lothian,  in  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land. 

Knox  was  educated  at  the  feet  (/)  as  it  were,  of  John  Major, 
who  was  one  of  the  moR  (h)  acute  fchoolmen  of  thofe  times,  a name 
(i)  celebrated  among  the  philofophers,  and  one  of  the  Scottifh  (k) 
hiRorians  of  that  kingdom,  and  from  (?J  thence  was  removed  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Saint  Andrews,  and  placed  under  the  tuition  of  the  emi- 
nent John  Mair;  he  applied  with  uncommon  diligence  to  the  acade- 
mical learning  in  vogue  at  that  time  ; and  by  the  natural  fharpnefs  of 
his  wit,  having  made  a very  great  progrefs  in  thefe  Rudies,  in  a very 
ihort  time,  he  obtained  the  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts,  when  very 
young  • as  the  bent  of  his  inclination  led  him  ftronglv  to  the  church? 

JO'  o j ' 

he  turned  the  courfe  of  his  Rudies  early  that  way,  and  by  the  advan- 
tage 


(r!)  Middle.  Biogr.  Evan.  II.  133. 

( e ) His  father  was  related  to  the  antient  house  of  Ranlerle,  according  to  his  life,  in 
Howies’s  Scots  Worthies,  74.  His  father  was  not  a brother’s  son  of  the  house  of 
Ranfarlie,  as  Mr.  David  Buchannan  has  told  us,  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Knox,  prefixed  to 
the  folio  Edition  of  his  History  of  Scotland.  M‘Kenzie’s  Scot’s  Writers,  III.  m. 

(/)  Beza. 

(or)  Nicols.  Scot.  Hist.  Libr.  29.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  ascertained,  whether  the 
name  is  Mair  or  Major,  or  whether  he  was  Knox’s  schoolmaster,  or  tutor  at  college. 
See  Towers’s  Brit.  Biogr.  III.  35.  Rob.  Hist.  Scot.  I.  5.  Major  was  Professor  of 
Theology,  and  one  of  the  Doftors  of  the  Sorbon  at  Paris,  according  to  M'Kenzie’s  life 
of  him,  in  his  Writers  of  Scotland,  II.  309. 

(k)  Noorth.  Diet.  (i)  Beza.  ( k ) Nicols.  ut  supra,  28.  Rob.  Hist* 

Scotl.  I.  5.  (0  Midd.  Biogr,  Evan.  II.  133. 


tageofhis  tutor’s  inftruQions,  Toon  became  remarkable  for  his  know- 
ledge in  fcholaftic  theology,  infomuch,  that  he  obtained  Prieft’s  orders 
before  the  time  ufually  allowed  by  the  Canons;  having  carefully  pe- 
rufed  the  fathers  of  the  church,  particularly  the  writings  of  St.  Je- 
rome, and  of  St,  Augulline,  by  them  he  explained  (m)  difficulties  in 
literature,  and  his  tafte  became  entirely  altered,  whereby  he  not  only 
defpifed,  but  alfo  confuted,  from  their  own  works,  many  matters,  but 
in  a mod  liberal  manner ; and  at  length  began  himfelf  to  (V)  teach? 
with  great  applaufe,  his  beloved  fcience  to  others;  he  quitted  the  fub 
tilizing  method  of  theories,  and  the  fchoolmen,  and  applied  himfelf  to 
a plainer  and  more  Ample  divinity,  this  he  did  on  becoming  a (oj 
difciple  of  George  (p)  Wifeheart, 

Being  fpecjally  called  to  the  royal  (q)  city  of  (r)  Edinburgh,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  refuge  at  (s)  Ham  eft  on,  the  only  afylum  of  the 
religious ; he  there  publifhed  a molt  ingenuous  confeffion  of  faith,  in 
confequence  of  which,  he  obtained  the  prize  of  David  (t)  Beaton, 
Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  and  alfo  Cardinal  and  Primate  of  Scot- 
land; fuch  prize  as  was  ufually  given  by  thefe  kind  of  men,  to  the 
pious,  which  was  condemning  Knox  of  herefy,  and  depriving  him 
of  his  priefthood,  that  he  might  be  murdered,  through  the  treachery, 
by  alfaffins,  who  lay  in  wait  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  would  have 
been  bis  fate,  had  he  not  been  preferved  by  God’s  providence,  that  re- 
commended him  to  Longudrius,  one  of  the  principal  of  the  nobility. 

after 

(m)  Beza.  («)  Midi. 

(o)  is  a word  often  improperly  used,  painters  term  their  pupils  disciples > 
schoolmasters  their  scholars  ; but  here  it  must  have  its  original  signification’and  appli- 
cation, viz.  followers  of  Christ;  for  Mair  or  Major  seems  to  have  been  a school* 
master. 

(p)  How.  Biogr.  Scot.  53.  74.  For  the  etimologv  of  his  name,  and  anecdotes  ot  him, 

see  our  article  of  Cardinal  Beaton.  (q)  Beza. 

( r ) Beza  says  Knox  buffetted,  as  the  champion  of  Christ,  Satan,  who  impeded  his 
blessed  work  of  the  reformation,  by  every  species  of  stratagem,  for  full  thirteen  years, 
at  Edinburgh,  and  was  not  at  last  dejected  by  him  ; but  through  infirmity  of  body, 
which  in  the  end,  put  a fatal  period  to  his  existence. 

( s ) Beza.  Moreri. 

(/)  For  an  account  of  this  infamous  Cardinal,  see  our  article  of  him,  in  this  col- 
lection. 


after  this,  followed  the  greatefl  tumults  in  Scotland,  in  which  the  Car- 
dinal was  killed  in  his  caflle  of  St.  Andrews,  upon  that  citidal  be- 
ing befteged;  Knox  was  alfo  detained,  but  being  let  at  liberty,  con- 
trary to  the  expectation  of  the  falfe  Bilhops,  he  arrived  at  (x)  Ber- 
wick, a town  in  England,  fituate  on  the  borders  of  Scotland,  where  he 
condefcended  to  enter  into  a difpute  with  the  falfe  Bifhop  of  that 
place,  and  both  of  them  were  remitted  to  the  Supreme  Parliament  of 
England,  which  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  (y) 
Sixth  ; Knox,  fo  far  prevailed  on  the  fide  of  truth,  that  the  pretended 
Bifhop  was  convided  ofefpoufing  a falfe  religion,  thence  Knox  went 
to  Newcafile,  and  afterwards  to  the  King  at  London,  where  being  of- 
fered a bifhoprick,  he  retired  for  the  purpofe  of  accepting  it;  how- 
ever, upon  confideration,  he  refufed  and  heavily  inveighed  againfl  all 
the  power  of  Satan,  becaufe  it  in  no  wife  depended  on  the  divine  law, 
and  could  not,  as  Knox  infilled,  prevail,  according  to  the  antient 
Canons. 

The  (3)  inquifitive  genius  of  the  age  prefTed  forward  in  quefl  of 
truth,  the  difcovery  of  one  error  opened  the  way  to  others;  the  down- 
fal  of  one  impoflordrew  many  after  it;  the  whole  fabric  which  igno- 
rance and  fuperliition  bad  erehled  in  times  of  darknefs,  began  to  tot- 
ter; and  nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  it’s  ruin,  but  a daring  and 
aClive  leader,  to  direCt  the  attack;  fuch  was  the  famous  John  Knox, 
who,  with  better  qualifications  of  learning,  and  more  extenfive  views 
than  any  of  his  predeceffors  in  Scotland,  poffefTed  a natural  intrepidity 
of  mind,  which  fet  him  above  fear. 

He  began  his  public  miniflry,  at  St.  Andrews,  in  Scotland,  in  the 

year 

(u)  Knox  himself  had  no  hand  in  the  murder  of  Beaton  ; (Hume)  but  he  afterwards 
joins  the  assassins  (McKenzie’s  Scots  Writers,  III.  1 1 j, ) and  assisted  them  in  holding 
out  the  castle,  (M‘Kenzie’s  Scots  Writers,  III.  132.  Hume  IV.  299,  in  the  Notes.) 
Knox,  whose  mind  was  firmer  and  more  unpolished,  than  that  of  Buchannan,  the 
Scottish  Historian,  talks  of  the  death  of  Beaton,  not  only  without  censure,  but  with  the 
utmost  exultation.  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  I.  367. 

(x)  Tow.  Brit.  Biogr.  III.  37.  See  our  catalogue  of  Knox’s  writings,  at  the  end  of 
these  anecdotes. 

( y ) In  1552,  Knox  was  appointed  Chaplain  to  his  Majesty.  Br.  Biogr.  Ill,  37, 

(z)  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  I.  129,  13c, 


/ 


year  15475  i Edward  VI.  with  that  fuccefs,  which  always  accompa- 
nies bold  and  popular  eloquence ; inhead  of  amufing  himfelf  with 
lopping  the  branches,  he  (truck  diredlly  to  the  root  of  Popery,  and 
attacked  both  the  doctrine  and  difcipline  of  the  Edablidied  Church, 
with  a vehemence  peculiar  to  himfelf,  but  admirably  luited  to  the 
temper  and  wifhes  of  the  age. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1559,  2 Eliz.  our  Knox  arrived  from 
(a)  Geneva,  where  having  paffed  feme  years  in  banifhment,  he  im- 
bibed, from  his  commerce  with  (b)  John  Calvin,  the  higheft  fanati- 
cifm  of  his  feft,  augmented  by  the  native  ferocity  of  his  own  cha- 
raftery  he  was  invited  back  to  Scotland,  by  the  leaders  of  the  Refor- 
mation, and  mounting  the  pulpit  at  Perth,  during  the  then  ferment  of 
men’s  minds,  he  declaimed  with  his  ufual  vehemence  againft  the  (c) 
idolatry,  and  other  abominations  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  excited 
his  audience  to  exert  their  utmoft  zeal  for  it’s  fubverfion;  the  in- 
difcretion  of  a pried,  who,  immediately  after  (d)  Knox’s  fermon,  was 
preparing  to  celebrate  mafs,  and  began  to  decorate  the  altar  for  that 
purpofe,  precipitated  them  into  immediate  adlion,  they  attacked  the 
prieft;  with  tumultary  but  irrefidible  violence,  they  fell  upon  the 
churches  in  that  city,  overturned  the  altars,  tore  the  pi£lures,  broke  in 
pieces  the  images,  fcattered  about  the  facred  vafes,  and  left  no  imple- 
ment of  idolatrous  worOiip,  as  they  termed  it,  entire  or  undefaced ; 
they  then  proceeded,  with  additional  numbers  and  augmented  rage,  to 
the  monaderies  of  the  Grey  and  Black  Friars,  which  they  pillaged  in 
an  indant ; the  Carthufians  ( e ) underwent  the  fame  fate;  and  the  po- 
pulace not  content  with  robbing  and  expelling  the  monks,  vented 
their  fury  on  the  buildings,  which  had  been  the  receptacles  of  fuch 

abomination, 

(a)  Hume’s  Hist.  Engl.  V.  26.  (6)  Beza 

(<:)  Beza  speaks  thus  of  Knox’s  return  from  Geneva  to  his  native  country,  “ Reve~ 
rsus,  incred^bile  est  quanta  divim  plane  spiritus  virtute  fretus,  Evangelium  annum 
tiarit,  usque  adeo  vicissim  ipsius  pietati  ac  diligentiae  favente  numine,  ut  velut  ipsius 
conspedtum  ne  idolis  quidem  terentibus  profligata  idolitaria , non  veram  tantum  doc- 
trinam,  sed  etiam  veram,  et  ad  divini  verbi  normam  exadtam  disciplinam,  passim,  turn 
yerbis  turn  reipsa  statuerit?  See  Hume,  V.  47,  48. 

(d)  Rob.  Hist.  Scot.  I.  176.  Hume,  ut  supra. 

{e)  Buchan,  Hist.  Scotl,  XVI.  38.  This  was  one  of  the  most  costly  and  magnifi- 
cent 


abomination,  and  in  a few  hours  laid  thofe  fumptuous  buildings 
almoft  level  with  the  ground ; and  in  a little  time  nothing  but  the 
walls  of  thofe  edifices  were  left  {landing;  the  inhabitants  of  Cowper 

(f)  in  Fife,  foon  after  imitated  the  example  ; this  riotous  infurre£lion 
was  not  the  effe£l  of  any  concert,  or  previous  deliberation,  cenfured 

(g)  by  the  Reformed  Preachers,  and  publickly  condemned  by  the 
perfons  of  moft  power  and  credit  with  the  party,  it  mull  be  regarded 
merely  as  an  accidental  eruption  of  popular  (h)  rage. 

This  rapid  and  aflonifhing  fuccefs  feems  to  have  encouraged  (?) 
the  Reformers  to  extend  their  views,  and  to  rife  in  their  demands ; 
not  fatisfied  with  their  fir  ft  claim  of  toleration  for  their  religion,  they 
openly  aimed  at  eftablifhing  the  Proteftant  doklrine,  on  the  mins  of 
Popery  ; for  this  reafon  they  determined  to  fix  their  refidence  at 
Edinburgh  ; and  by  their  appointment,  Knox  and  fome  other  preach- 
ers, taking  pofTeffion  of  the  pulpits,  which  had  been  abandoned  by 
the  affrighted  clergy,  declaimed  againft  the  errors  of  Popery,  with 
fuch  fervent  zeal,  as  could  not  fail  of  gaining  many  profelytes. 

At  a convention  of  the  whole  Peers,  Barons,  and  (k)  reprefenta- 
tives  of  boroughs,  who  adhered  to  the  Proteftant  party,  an  affem- 
bly  which  exceeded  in  number,  and  equalled  in  dignity,  the  ufual  meet- 
ings of  parliament ; the  leaders  of  the  congregation  (7 ) requiring  their 
dire&ion  with  regard  to  the  obedience  of  the  fubjecl,  due  to  an  ad- 
miniftration,  fo  unjuft  and  oppreffive,  as  that  of  the  Queen  Regent, 

they 

cent  buildings  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  where  likewise  was  a very  stately  tomb, 
erefted  to  the  memory  of  King  James  I.  who  founded  that  monastery.  M‘Kenzies 
Scots  Writers,  III.  117. 

(/)  Rap.  H.  E,  VI.  163.  calc.  Quarto  Fr.  Edit. 

(g)  Rob.  H.  S.  I.  177. 

( b ) The  like  observation  may  be  made,  as  to  popular  rage,  in  the  riots  of  the  year 
31780,  though  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield  had  the  same  opinion  of  them,  as  the 
persons  of  power  and  credit  had  at  this  time,  in  Scotland. 

( i ) Rob.  H.  S.  I.  187.  (k)  Rob.  E.  S.  I.  204,  205. 

(/)  Some  heads  of  the  Reformers  in  Scotland,  such  as  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  his  son 
Lord  Lome,  the  Earls  of  Morton  and  Glencairne,  Erskine  of  Dun,  and  others,  ob- 
serving the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed,  and  desirous  to  propagate,  entered  pri- 
vately into  a bond  or  association  ; and  called  themselves  the  Congregation  of  the  Lord, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  Established  Church,  which  they  denominated  the  Congrega- 
tion of  Satan,  the  tenor  of  the  bond  follows  in  Hume’s  H.  E.  V*  22. 


they  Submitted  to  their  decifioii,  a q-ueftion,  one  of  the  mod  delicate 
arid  interefiing,  that  could  poffibly  fall,  under  the  confideration  of 
fubje&s." 

As  the  determination  of  the  point  in  doubt,  was  conceived  to  be 
no  lefs  the  office  of  the  Divines  than  Laymen,  the  former  were  called 
to  affift  with  their  opinion  ; Knox  appeared  for  the  whole  order  of 
the  ProteSlant  churchmen,  and  pronounced  without  hefitation,  both 
from  the  precepts  and  examples  in  fcripture,  that  it  was  lawful  for 
Subjects,  not  only  to  refill  tyrannical  princes,  but  to  deprive  them  of 
that  authority,  which,  in  their  hands,  became  an  instrument  for  de- 
ftroying  thofc,  whom  the  Almighty  ordained  them  to  protect. 

Notwithstanding  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  congregation,  (tn)  and 
the  terror  and  confufion,  which  had  feized  them  at  Edinburgh,  the 
Spirit  of  Knox  Dill  remained  undaunted,  and  having  mounted  the 
pulpit,  he  addreffed  to  his  defponding  hearers,  an  exhortation  which 
wonderfully  animated  and  revived  them:  the  heads  of  his  difcourfe 
are  inferted  in  his  (/?)  hiftory,  and  afford  a linking  example  of  the 
boldnefs  and  freedom  of  reproof,  a (fumed  by  the  firft  Reformers,  as 
well  as  a fpecimen  of  his  own  Skill  in  chuling  the  topics  moll  fit  to 
influence  and  roufe  his  audience. 

In  England,  and  elfewhere,  the  principal  and  DrD  caufe  of  all  ec- 
clefiaftical  tyranny  being  removed,  ecclefiaffical  matters  wore  a very 
different  appearance;  yet  Knox  difcharged  his  own  confcience,  in 
conformity  to  the  Angular  modefly  of  chriftianity  ; in  thefe  times 
happened  that  terrible  Storm,  which  drove  Knox  and  many  others  to 
Geneva,  where,  in  the  greateft  commendation  of  all  virtues,  he  for 
fome  years,  together  with  other  Englifh  refugees,  communing  at  laft, 
in  all  confultations,  with  John  Calvin.  The  church  of  Geneva, 
formed  under  his  eye,  and  by  his  direction,  was  efteemed  the  molt 
perfect  model  of  ecclefiaftical  polity,  and  Knox  during  his  refidence 
in  this  city,  Studied  and  admired  it,  and  afterwards  warmly  recom- 
mended it  to  the  imitation  of  his  countrymen. 

The  ringleader  (p)  in  all  the  infults  on  the  Majefty  of  Mary  the 

Scottifh 

(*»)  Rob.  H.  S.  I.  215,  216.  ( n ) See  the  Catalogue  ot  his  Works,  at  the  end 

of  this  Memoir.  (0)  Rob,  H.  S.  1.  249.  (/>)  Hume’s  H.  E.  V.  49,  50. 


Scottifh  queen,  was  John  Knox  ; who  poffeffed  an  uncontrouled  au~- 
thority  in  die  church,  and  even  in  the  civil  affairs  of  the  nation,  and 
who  triumphed  in  the  contumelious  ufage  of  his  fovereign;  his  ufual 
appellation  for  the  queen  was  Jezabel,  and  though  die  endeavoured 
by  the  moil  gracious  condefcenfion,  to  win  his  favour,  all  her  in- 
linuations  could  gain  nothing  on  his  obdurate  heart ; file  promifed  him 
acxefs  to  her,  whenever  he  demanded  it;  and  (lie  even  defired  him,  if 
he  found  her  blamable  in  any  things  to  reprehend  her  freely  in  pri- 
vate, rather  than  vilify  her  in  the  pulpit,  before  the  whole  people;  but. 
he  plainly  told  her,  that  he  had  a public  miniftry  entrufted  to  him  ; 
that  if  fire  would  come  to  church,  file  fhould  there  hear  the  gofpel  of 
truth,  and  that  it  was  not  his  bufinefs  to  apply  to  every  individual? 
nor  had  he  leifure  for  that  occupation  ; the  political  principles  of  the 
man,  which  he  communicated  to  his  brethren  were  as  full  of  (q)  fe- 
dition,  as  his  theological  were  of  rage  and  bigotry;  though  he  once 
condefcended  fo  far  as  to  tell  the  Queen,  that  he  would  fubmit  to  her, 
in  the  manner  as  Paul  did  to  Nero  ; he  remained  not  long  in  this  du- 
tiful difpofition;  he  faid  to  her,  that  “ Samuel  feared  not  to  flay  Agag, 
the  fat  and  delicate  king  of  Amelek,  whom  king  Saul  had  faced ; 
neither  (pared  Elias  Jezabel's  falfe  prophets,  and  Baal’s  priefis, 
though  king  Agag  was  prefent  ; Phineas,  added  he,  was  no  magiftrate, 
vet  feared  he  not  to  ffrike  Cofbi  and  Limn  in  the  very  act  of  filthy 
fornication;  and  fo,  Madam,  your  Grace  may  fee,  that  others,  than 
Chief  Magi  Urates,  may  lawfully  inflict  punifhment,  on  fuch  crimes, 
as  are  condemned,  by  the  law  of  God.” 

During  the  reign  of  Mary  (r)  Queen  of  England,  Knox  had  writ- 
ten a book  again  ft  female  fucceffion  to  the  crown,  intituled  u The 
firft  Blafbof  the  Trumpet  againft  the  Monftrous  Regimen  of  Women,  ' 
the  exceffive  admiration  of  ancient  polity  (s)  was  the  occafion  of 
this  his  famous  book,  concerning  the  government  of  women,  wherein, 
conformable  to  the  maxims  of  ancient  legifiatures,  which  modern  ex- 
perience has  proved  to  be  ill  founded,  he  pronounces  the  elevation 

of 

( q ) See  ante  in  the  Notes. 

(r)  Hume’s  H.E.V.  50. 

(j)  Robert,  Hist,  Scot!,  I,  182  in  the  Notes; 
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*>f  wom€n5  to  the  fupreme  authority,  to  be  utterly  defiruBive  of  good 
government ; his  principles,  authorities,  and  examples  were  all  drawn 
from  ancient  writers. 

Knox  was  too  proud,  either  to  recant  (t)  the  tenets  of  this  book, 
or  even  to  apologize  for  them  ; and  his  conduct  fire  wed,  that  he 
thought  no  more  civility  than  loyalty,  due  to  any  of  the  female  fex. 

Knox  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  mod  confiderable  zealots  of 
his  party,  and  charged  them  all,  who  profefifed  the  true  religion,  or 
were  concerned  for  the  prefervation  of  it,  to  appear  at  (u)  Edinburgh, 
and  proteB  their  did  re  (fed  brethren;  the  fe  were  two  of  the  populace 
of  that  city,  who  were  indiBed,  for  breaking  open  the  Queen’s  chapel, 
at  Holyrood  Houfe,  during  her  abfence,  and  committing  other  out- 
rages; and  it  was  intended  to  bring  them  to  trial  ; the  holy  fa  era-, 
ments,  he  faid,  were  abufed  in  it  by  profane  papifts,  that  (x)  mafs 
had  been  faid;  and  in  worfiiipping  that  (jy)  idol,  the  prielts  had  omit- 
ted no  ceremony,  not  even  the  conjuring  of  their  accurfed  water, 
that  ever  had  been  praBifed,  in  the  time  of  the  greateft  blindnefs* 
thefe  violent  meafures  for  oppofing  juft  ice,  were  little  fhort  of  (z) 
rebellion,;  and  Knox  was  fummoned  before  die  Privy  Council  to 
anfwer  for  his  offence;  the  courage  of  the  man  was,  equal  to  his 
in  foie  nee  ; he  fcrupled  not  to  tell  the  Queen,  that  the  peftilent  Pa- 
pifts,  who  had  inflamed  her  againft  thefe  holy  men,  were  the  Tons  of 
the  Devil;  and  muft  therefore  obey  the  direBioos  of  their  father, 
who  bad  been  a liar}  and  a man  (layer  from  the  beginning. 

Happily  for  Knox,  his  Judges  were  not  only  zealous  (a)  Protef- 
tants,  but  the  very  men,  who,  during  the  late  commotions,  had 
openly  refitted  and  fet  at  defiance,  the  Queen’s  authority  ; it  was  un- 
der precedents,  drawn  from  their  own,  conduB,  that  Knox  endea- 
voured tofhelter  himfelf,  nor  could  it  have  been  an  eafy  matter  for 

thefe 

(/)  Hume  ut  supra.  (u)  Hume,  V.  53,  54. 

(x)  Knox  asserted  in  the  pulpit,  that  one  mass  was  more  terrible,  than  ten  thou- 
sand armed  men'landed  to  invade  the  kingdom.  Hume’s  H.  E.  V.  47,  4.8. 

(jy)  See  ante  in  the  notes. 

(z)  To  assemble  the  subjects  without  the  authority  of  the  Sovereign,  was  construed 
Ip  be  treason.  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  I.  303. 

(a)  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  I.  303. 


thefe  (b)  Counfellors  to  have  found  out  a diftinftion,  by  which  they 
could  cenfure  him,  without  condemning  themfelves;  the  (c)  matter 
ended  with  a full  and  unanimous  acquittal  of  Knox,  after  a long 
hearing,  to  the  no  fmall  difpleafure  of  the  Scottifli  queen  and  thofe 
of  the  Popifli  party.  This  trial  {hews  (d)  the  unfettled  date  of  go- 
vernment in  that  age;  the  low  condition  to  which  royal  authority 
was  then  funk;  and  the  impunity  with  which  fubjehls  might  invade 
thofe  rights  of  the  Crown,  which  are  now  held  facred. 

Knox  fcrupled  not  to  tell  (e)  Darnley,  the  royal  confort  of  Mary? 
the  Scottifli  queen,  upon  his  reforting  to  the  Eflabliflied  churcht 
from  the  pulpit,  that  God,  for  punifhment  of  the  offences  and  ingra- 
titude of  the  people,  v/as  wont  to  commit  the  rule  over  them,  to  boys 
and  women. 

As  foon  as  Knox  was  gone  upon  one  of  his  journies  to  Geneva,  in 
the  year  1572,  15  Eliz.  the  Bifhops  caufed  him  to  be  fummoned  to 
their  Tribunal  at  Edinburgh,  and  for  non-appearance,  they  (/} 
burnt  him  in  effigy  on  the  crofs  of  that  city. 

The  maffacre  (g)  of  Paris,  happened  about  three  months  before 
Knox’s  death,  and  he  is  faid  to  have  been  much  affefled  with  that 
tragical  event. ; he  was  at  that  time  weak  in  body,  however,  he  had 

ftrength 

(£)  Among  whom,  was  (Sinclair,  Bishop  of  Ross,  and  President  of  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sion, Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  76.  Dalrymp.  Cat.  of  the  Lords  of  Session,  4.  this  zealous 
Papist,  heartily  concurred  with  the  other  Counsellors  in  this  decision.  Rob.  H.  S.  I. 
303,304.  IVIPKenzie’s  Scots  Writers,  III.  124.  He  represented  (in  the  decline  of 
life)  to  the  Court,  “ That  he  was  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  God,  troubled  with  in- 
firmity and  sickness,  so  that  he  might  not  goodly  await  daily  on  the  Session,  but  danger 
of  his  person  ; he  therefore,  (21  March,  1 561,)  desired  the  Lords,  to  have  consideration 
of  his  long  service  ir)  the  Session,  for  the  space  of  these  twenty-four  years  by  past,” 
£he  Lords  consented,  “ That  he  have  leave,  privilege,  and  freedom,  to  come  and  be 
absent  frae  the  said  Session,  as  he  best  pleases,  and  thinks  expedient;  and  that  he 
bruick  all  privileges,  immunities,  and  freedoms,  enduring  his  life  time,  in  all  points, 
as  if  he  were  personally  present  with  the  said  Lords,  except  the  common  contribution 
pow  instantly  used,  whereof  none  are  participant  but  conform  to  their  residence.  Dal- 
rymp.  Notes  on  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  5. 

(c)  Hume’s  H.  E.  V.  54. 

( d ) Rob.  H.  S.  I.  304.  (e)  Hume’s  H.  E.  V.  89. 

(/)  M‘Kenz.  Lives,  III.  115.  How.  Biogr.  Scot.  77, 

[v)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  51,  in  the  nates. 


ftrength  enough  to  preach  a fermon  on  the  occafion,  in  which  he 
denounced  God’s  vengeance  againft  the  King  of  France,  for  the  fhare 
he  had  in  the  maffacre  of  the  Proteftants ; and  he  defired  the  French 
AmbafTador  might  be  acquainted  therewith. 

This  Pariftan  maffacre  is  a moil  linking  inftance  of  Popifn  bigotry, 
and  cruelty,  and  is  fcarcely  to  be  parellelled  in  the  hiftory  of  man- 
kind, either  for  the  diffimulation  which  led  to  it,  or  the  barbarity 
with  which  it  was  put  in  execution  ; a defign  having  been  formed  to 
extirpate  the  Proteftants  in  France,  the  leaders  of  that  party  were 
drawn  to  Court,  by  the  moll  folemn  promifes  of  fafety  and  favour; 
and  though  doomed  to  deftrubtioil,  they  were  received  with  careffes, 
loaded  with  honours,  and  treated,  for  feven  months,  with  every  mark 
of  familiarity  and  confidence ; in  the  midft  of  their  fancied  fecu- 
rity,  the  warrant  for  murdering  them,  was  iffued  by  their  perfidious 
Sovereign,  on  whofe  word  of  protection  they  had  relied;  and  in  obe- 
dience thereto,  and  to  the  fanguinary  fpirit  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
their  countrymen,  their  fellow  citizens  and  companions  embrued  their 
hands  in  their  blood ; ten  thou  fan  d Proteftants,  without  diftinblioii 
of  age,  fex,  or  condition,  were  deftroyed  in  Paris  alone  > orders  were 
fuddenly  difpatched  to  all  the  provinces  of  France,  for  a like  general 
execution  of  the  Proteftants ; fo  that  about  twenty  thdufand  more 
were  murdered  in  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom ; this  deteftable 
tranfadion  was  at  that  time  publicly  applauded  in  Spain  ; and  at 
Rome,  folemn  thankfgivings  were  offered  to  God,  for  its  fuccefs  ; the 
Pope’s  Bull  for  a jubilee,  on  account  of  this  maffacre  of  the  French 
Proteftants,  and  alfo  on  account  of  fome  other  tranfaflions,  that  were 
fubjefts  of  rejoicing  to  the  Catholic  church,  are  Jo)  preferved.  When 
Knox  heard  of  the  murder  of  the  good  Admiral  Gafper  J)  Coligni, 
thefe  melancholy  news  almoft  deprived  hint  [k)  of  his  life.  In  the 
fpace  of  two  or  three  days,  there  were  about  feVenty  tboufand  Pro- 
teftants murdered  in  cold  blood  at  Paris,  and  other  parts  of  France  ; 
this  maffacre  was  begun  in  the  night  of  Saint  Bartholomew’s  day,  in  the 

reigd 

(A)  See  Strype’s  Life  of  Aichb.  Parker,  351,  and  Append.  108. 

(i)  See  Sew.  Anec.  III.  178,  179. 

{h)  M‘Kenzies  Scots  Writers,  I.  129.  How.  Biogr.  Scot.  84. 
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iei  gn  of  (l)  Charles  IX.  of  that  kingdom;  the  King  of  Navarre,  af- 
terwards Henry  the  Great,  narrowly  efcaped  on  that  occaflon,  for  he 
was  then  at  Paris,  on  account  of  the  folemnization  of  his  marriage 
with  Charles’s  filler,  which  marriage  the  Papifls  had  contrived,  in  or- 
der to  draw  as  many  Protellants  into  the  city  as  poffihle,  that  they 
might  have  them  in  their  power.  See  the  account  of  this  accurfed 
event  at  large,  in  Sully’s  Memoirs,  I.  392,  Edinb.  Edit,  (tn)  1773* 
John  Knox  was  twice  married,  firlt  to  Margaret  (n)  Bowes,  an 
Englifli  woman,  by  her  he  had  two  fons,  Nathaniel  and  Eliazor,  who 
were  both  educated  at  the  Univerfity  of  ( 0 ) Cambridge,  and  admitted 
in  Saint  John’s  College*  Soon  after  their  father’s  death  the  eldeft 
took  his  firft  Degree  in  Arts  in  1576,  19  Eliz.  and  the  following 
year  admitted  Fellow  of  his  College,  he  proceeded  Mafler  of  Arts, 
and  died  in  1608,  6 Jac.  I.  Plis  fecond  fon  was  admitted  Fellow  of 
his  College,  in  1579,  22  Eliz,  commenced  Mafler  of  Arts  in  1.581,  24 
Eliz.  was  appointed  Univerfity  Preacher  in  1588,  31  Eliz.  and  abou1 
the  fame  time  proceeded  Batchelor  in  Divinity,  and  was  (p)  made  Vi- 
car of  ClaHon  Magna;  he  died  in  1591,  34  Eliz.  and  was  buried 
in  the  chapel  of  St.  John's  Coliege;  by  her  he  had  alfo  one  daughter, 
who  was  married  to  Robert  Pont,  Miniflerof  St.  Cuthbert’s  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  for  fome  time  a Lord  of  (q)  Seffion. 

Mr, 

(!)  After  the  accursed  day  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Charles  became  wretched  and  me- 
lancholy ; he  imagined  that  he  heard  continually  groans  and  shrieks  ; he  lost  all  relisli 
for  his  usual  amusements  ; and,  after  a disease  of  a few  days,  died  in  the  most  horrid 
manner,  his  blood  exuding  through  the  pores  of  his  skin.  Sew.  Anec.  III.  157,  158^ 
See  Id.  I.  115,  1 6,  IV.  197. 

(m)  See  How.  Biogr.  Scot.  77.  n.  84.  n. 

( n ) In  the  year  1573,  16  Eliz.  was  granted  the  following  pension,  viz.  500  marcs  in 
money,  two  chalders  of  weat,  six  chalders  of  beer,  and  four  chalders  of  oats;  this 
favour  is  said  to  have  been  granted  on  account  of  Knox’s  long  and  fruitful  labours  in 
the  kirk,  and  for  the  education  and  support  of  his  wife  and  children.  Tow.  Brit 
Biogr.  III.  53,  calc,  and  see  Catalogue  of  Knox’s  Writings,  at  the  end  of  this  Memoir* 

( 0 ) M‘Kenzie’s  Scots  Writers,  III.  125. 

(p)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  53. 

(q)  He  was  Provost  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  appointed  Lord  of  Session,  20 
Oct.  1575,  Dalr.  Cat.  5,  which  last  place  he  resigned  23  May,  1584,  and  was  sue. 
ieeded  in  that  office,  by  John  Graham,  Lord  Hallyards.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  78.  Dal. 

Cat. 


Mr.  Knox  after  the  death  of  his  firft  wife,  married  Margaret  Stew- 
art, daughter  to  Andrew  S.  Lord  (r)  Ochiltree,  a zealous  promoter 
of  the  Reformation,  and  filler  to  James  Hamilton,  Earl  of  (5)  Ar-^ 
ran  ; by  this  lady  he  had  three  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  married  to 
John  (t)  Welch,  Minilter  of  Ayre,  and  another  to  James  {u)  Fleming; 
this  lady  furviving  [x)  Knox,  was  afterwards  married  to  Sir  Andrew7 
Ker  of  Pardonfide. 

The  following,  among  many  other  inltances,  of  his  miraculous  ef- 
cape  from  death,  is  very  remarkable. 

It  (y)  was  his  cuftom  to  lit  at  the  table  head  in  his  own  houfe,  with 
his  back  to  the  window  ; yet  on  a certain  night,  he  would  neither  fit 
there  in  his  own  chair,  nor  allow  any  other  perfon  to  fit  in  it ; but 
fat  in  another  chair  with  his  back  to  the  table,  when  a bullet  was  fhot 
in  at  a window7,  purpofely  to  kill  him,  but  the  confpirators  miffed 
him,  and  the  bullet  grazed  on  the  chair  in  which  he  ufed  to  lit,  and 
lighted  on  the  candleltick,  and  made  a hole  in  the  foot  of  it ; is  yet 
to  be  feen,  thus  was  he  who  was  with  him,  ftronger  than  they  that 
were  (z)  again!!  him,  and  I am  affured  that  the  identical  chair  is  now 
in  the  hall  of  the  trultees  of  the  widow’s  fcheme,  in  Edinburgh. 

The  prefent  writer  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the  candleltick  would 
have  been  a more  curious  relique,  than  even  the  chair  itfelf  ^ may  I be 
permitted  to  inftance  the  cale  of  a ( a ) firmer , who  efcaped  to  the  full 
as  miraculoully  as  the  Saint . 

^ Charles  the  Second,  fome  years  before  his  death,  drinking  more 

liberally 

Cat.  6.  under  the  name  of  Pont  anus,  he  wrote  “ De  unione  insulas  Britanniae.’* 
He  was  an  eminent  Clergyman  and  Lawyer.  Nicols.  Sc.  Hist.  Libr.  8.  84..  Quarto 
Edit. 

(r)  M‘Kenzie’s  Scots  Writers,  III.  13*.  His  character,  Id.  401, 402.  Crawf.  Mem, 
Scotl.  324  and  our  article,  Lord  Chancellor  Thirlestane.  She  was  his  Lordship’s  se- 
cond daughter,  of  his  seven  children,  by  his  wife  Agnes  Cunningham,  the  daughter 
of  John  Cunningham  of  Caprington.  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  522.  b.  and  calc. 

(j)  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  330.  b. 

(/)  See  his  Life  at  large,  in  Howie’s,  Scots  Worthies,  132. 

(u)  See  Id.  549.  (*)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  53. 

(y)  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  52.  note  (c). 

(x)  See  Life  of  Charles  II.  in  Howies  <(  Blografhia  Scoticanan  Judgments,’^^ 
&c.  43.  ( a ) Id.  82* 


liberally  than  ufual,  after  the  fatigue  of  riding  about  Windfor,  retired 
to  the  next  room,  and  wrapped  himfelf  up  in  his  cloak,  fell  afleep  up- 
on a couch  ; the  king  was  but  a little  time  come  back  to  his  company, 
when  a fervant  belonging  to  one  of  them,  lay  down  upon  the  fame 
couch,  in  his  Majefiy’s  cloak,  and  was  found  ftabbed  dead,  with  a 
(b)  poinard.” 

Knox,  the  prime  inftrument  of  fpreading  and  eftablifhing  the  re- 
formed religion  in  (c)  Scotland,  and  propagating  the  gofpel  in  a va- 
riety of  places  in  other  kingdoms  and  countries,  by  an  unwearied 
application  to  ftudy  and  to  bufinefs,  as  well  as  by  the  frequency  and 
fervor,  of  his  public  difcourfes,  had  worn  out  a constitution,  naturally 
Strong ; his  (d)  pious  and  facred  life,  was  prolonged  on  a lick  bed,  at 
his  own  houfe,  during  which  lingering  (e)  illnefs,  he  discovered  the  ut- 
mo  ft  fortitude,  and  met  the  approaches  of  death,  with  a magnanimity 
infeparable  from  his  character;  he  was  conftantly  employed  in  a£ts  of 
devotion,  and  conformed  himfelf  to  thofe  profpefts  of  immortality, 
which  not  only  preferve  good  men  from  defponding,  but  fill  them  with 
exultation  in  their  laft  moments. 

The  Reformer  departed  this  life  27  (/)  Nov.  1572,  15  Eliz.  at 
eleven  (g)  o’clock  at  night,  on  finishing  his  chriftian  warfare,  he  en- 
tered into  the  joy  of  his  Lord,  to  receive  the  reward  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  prepared  for  him  (and  Such  as  him)  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world;  upon  Knox’s  death,  a mod  upright  (b)  life,  was5  as  it  were, 
crowned  with  a bldfed  departure,  at  the  clofe  of  fifty- feven  years ; but 
whether  he  lived  or  died  mod  happily,  will  always  be  a queftion  ; 
there  is,  however,  no  doubt,  but  that  he  left  an  exemplary  inftance  of 
life  and  death,  worthy  the  imitation  of  all.  Knox  intended  for  his 
fucceffor  in  the  miniftry,  John  Laufone,  a mod  refpe&able  perfon,  (7) 
as  well  for  his  learning,  as  for  his  integrity. 

He 

(6)  Kenn.  Hist.  Eng.  III.  424,  b.  (c)  Rob.  H.  S.  II.  41, 

( d ) Beza.  (e)  Rob.  H.  i . II.  41 . 

(/)  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  II.  41.  Beza  says  24  Dec.  Middl.  Biogr.  Biogr.  Evan, 
IL  160, 

( g ) How.  Biogr.  Scot.  89.  Middel.  ut  supra.  (/;)  Beza. 

(i)  Beza.  How.  Biogr,  Scot.  85.  Midi.  Biogr,  Evang,  II.  153* 


He  was  (k)  buried  widi  much  folemnity,  on  Wednesday,  26  Nov. 
jn  the  Kirk-yard  of  St.  Giles’s,  (now  that  fquare  called  the  Parliament 
(/)  Clofe)  Edinburgh,  the  corps  being  attended  by  feverai  Lords,  who 
were  then  in  that  city,  and  particularly  the  Earl  of  (m)  Morton,  that 
day  appointed  Regent. 

The  Earl  of  Morton  ( n ) being  about  to  receive  the  Regency  of 
Scotland,  Knox  thus  addreffed  him,  My  Lord,  God  hath  given 
you  many  bleffings  ; he  hath  given  you  high  honour,  birth,  great 
riches,  many  good  friends,  and  is  now  to  prefer  you  to  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  realm  ; in  his  name,  I charge  you,  that  you  will  ufe 
thefe  bleffings  better  in  time  to  come,  than  you  have  done  in  time 
paft  ; in  all  your  a6tions,  feek  fir  ft  the  glory  of  God,  the  furtherance 
of  his  gofpel,  the  maintenance  of  his  church  and  mini  ft  ry,  and  then 
be  careful  of  the  king,  to  procure  his  good,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
kingdom  : if  you  aQ:  thus,  God  will  be  with  you  ; if  otherwife,  he  ftialf 
deprive  you  of  ail  thefe  benefits ; and  your  end  fliall  be  fhameful 
and  ignominious ; this  threatening,  Morton,  to  his  melancholy  expe- 
rience, confeffed  was  literally  accomplifhed ; at  the  Earl’s  execution 
in  1581,  24  Eliz.  he  called  to  mind  the  Reformer  Knox’s  words, 
and  acknowledged,  that  in  what  he  had  faid  to  him,  he  had  been  a 
true  prophet. 

Knox  has  been  varioufiy  charaQerifed  by  the  (0)  learned,  accord* 
jng  to  their  different  inclinations  to  the  churches  of  Geneva,  Rome, 
and  England  ; he  was  like  Luther,  one  of  thofe  extraordinary  per* 
fons,  of  whom  (p)  few,  if  any,  are  obferved  to  fpeak  with  fufficient 
temper,  all  is  either  extravagant  encomium,  or  fenfelefs  inventive. 

The  Engliih  (q)  Epifcopalians  agree  with  the  Popifh  writers,  in  re- 
prefen ting 

(kj  Tow.  Brit.  Biogr.  III.  52.  (l J How.  Biogr.  Scot.  89. 

(m)  ] ames  Douglas,  according  to  the  history  of  this  Nobleman,  he  was  very  un- 
worthy to  attend  the  funeral  of  so  pious  a charafter,  as  that  of  the  Reformer” 
Rnox’s  corps  was  attended,  in  the  person  of  Douglass,  by  one  who  was  an  assassin,  a 
traitor,  and  a regicide  ; as  also  a violator  of  public  treaties,  cruel  and  incontinent  in  his 
disposition.  See  Crawfurd’s  Mem.  of  Scotl.  Edit.  nmo.  1767.  Rob.  Hist.  Scoti- 
8vo.  Edit.  1761. 

(n)  How.  Biogr.  Scot.  87.  (0)  M‘Kenzie,  III.  1 2 5 0 

(p)  Jones’s,  New  Biogr.  Diet.  (y)  Noorth.  Did. 


prefenting  Knox  as  an  (V)  apoftle,  who  eftablifhed  his  reputation  by 
fire  and  fword,  and  who  taught  the  moil  feditious  do£lrines,  but  the 
extravagant  inveQives  of  one  party,  are  iufficiently  balanced  by  as 
extravagant  encomiums  of  the  other,  one  of  whom  fays,  “ that  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  all  the  Scots,  he  had  a prophetical  and 
apoflolical  fpirit. 

Knox  was  in  his  private  life  exemplary  and  irreproachable  ; as  to 
the  reft  of  this  eminent  Reformer’s  charaffer,  we  (hall  give  it  in  the 
words  of  that  elegant  and  candid  hiftorian,  to  whom  we  have  been 
frequently,  and  fo  much  indebted  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  anecdotes. 

Zeal,  (s)  intrepidity,  difintereflednefs,  were  virtues  which  he  pof- 
feifed  in  an  eminent  degree  ; he  was  acquainted  too  with  the  learning 
cultivated  in  that  age,  and  excelled  in  that  fpecies  of  eloquence,, 
which  is  calculated  to  roufe  and  to  inflame  ; his  maxims  however 
were  often  too  fevere,  and  the  impetuofity  of  his,  temper  exce'flive; 
rigid  and  uncomplying  hirafelf,  he  {hewed  no  indulgence  to  the  infir- 
mities of  others;  regardlefs  of  the  diflinSlion  of  rank  and  character, 
he  uttered  his  admonitions  with  an  acrimony  and  vehemence,  more 
apt  to  irritate  than  to  reclaim  ; this  often  betrayed  him  into  indecent 
and  undutiful  expreilions  with  refpect  to  the  (ti)  Queen’s  perfon  and 
conduct ; thofe  very  qualities,  however,  which  now  render  his  character* 
lefs  amiable,  fitted  him  to  be  the  inftrument  of  Providence,  for  ad- 
vancing the  Reformation,  among  a fierce  people,  and  enabled  him  to; 
face  dangers,  and  to  furmount  ohftacles,  from  which  a perfon  of  a more 
gentle  fpirit,  would  have  been  apt  to  (brink  back. 

The  Earl  of  (u)  Morton,  Regent  of  Scotland,  pronounced  his 
eulogy  in  a few  words,  65  Pie  was  a man,  who, in  his  life,  never  (x) 
feared  the  face  of  man,  who  hath  been  often  threatened  with  dass  and 
dagger,  but  yet  hath  ended  his  days  in  peace  and  honour,”  for,  he  had 
God’s  providence  watching  over  him,  in  an  efpecial  (y)  manner, 
when  his  life  was  fought;  this  eulogium  was  the  more  honourable  for 

Knox, 

( r)  See  ante.  (s j Rob.  H.  S.  I.  41,  (/)  See  ante. 

(u)  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives,  III.  129.  See  Anecdote  of  Douglas,  Earl  of  Mqreton,  ante. 
(x)  Rob.  Hist.  Scotl.  II.  42.  Penn.  Scotl.  II.  142. 

(j)  See  a singular  instance,  ante. 


Knox,  as  it  came  from  one,  whom  he  had  often  cenfured  with  (z) 
peculiar  feverity. 

There  is  a portrait  of  the  rough  Reformer,  John  Knox,  in  Ha- 
milton houfe  or  [a)  palace  3 an  half  length  of  the  (tern  John  Knox, 
in  the  fame  (b)  manfion. 

It  cannot  be  expected,  that  we  fhould  enumerate  all  the  indefa- 
tigable labours,  and  pertinent  fpeeches,  which  on  fundry  occafions, 
Knox  made  to  the  Scottifh  Queen. Regent,  nor  the  particulars  of  the 
oppofition  he  met  with,  in  promoting  the  work  of  the  Reformation } 
thefe  will  be  found  at  large  in  the  hiftory  (c)  of  thofe  times. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  Knox’s  (d)  declamations  again h vice 
and  luxury,  have  in  them  every  character,  of  that  natural  antipathy, 
which  cannot  be  counterfeited  or  diffembled. 

Knox  (e)  publifhed  the  following  (f)  pieces: 

1.  A faithful  Admonition  to  the  true  Profeffors  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift , 

%• 

within  the  kingdom  of  England^  1554. 

2.  A Letter  to  Mary , Sfj.ee n Regent  of  Scotland , 1556. 

3.  She  Appellation  \_or  Appeal]  of  John  Knox,  from  the  cruel  and 
unjuft  Sentence  pronounced  againjl  him , by  the  falfe  Biftoops  and  Clergy 
cf  Scotland , &c.  1558. 

4.  The  firft  Blaft  of  the  Trumpet  againjl  the  (g)  Regimen  of  Womens 
1558,  8 vo. 

5.  A brief  Exhortation  to  England , by  the  fpeedy  embracing  of 
Ch riffs  Gofpel , heretofore  by  the  Tyranny  of  Maryy  fupprejjed  and 
banifhedj  1559. 

6.  A 


( z)  Penn.  Scotl.  II.  142.  His  faithfulness  in  reproving  sin,  in  a manner,  that  shewed, 
he  was  not  to  be  awed  by  the  fear  of  man,  made  up  the  most  remarkable  part  of  his 
character.  How.  Biogr.  Scot.  89.  which  see . 

(a)  Penn.  Scotl.  I.  256.  II.  142.  ( h ) Penn.  Scotl.  III.  145, 

( c ) See  the  Catalogue,  Post. 

( d ) Guth.  H.  E.  III.  206.  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  52.  calc; 

(ej  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  54. 

(/)  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  Edition  of  Knox’s  History  of  the  Reformation  in  Scot- 
land,  printed  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1732,  6 Geo.  II.  in  Folio,  are  subjoined  the 
above-mentioned  Pieces.  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  54. 

(gj  This  was  re-printed  with  Knox’s  History  of  the  Reformation,  in  Scotland* 
in  the  year,  1732.  6 Geo.  II.  Tow,  Br.  Biogr.  HI.  54. 


6.  A Sermon  before  the  King  of  Scotland , Henry  Darnley , 1556,  to-* 
gether  with  fame  controverfial  Pieces . 

After  Knox's  death  was  (7?)  publifhed, 

7.  Phc  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  if)  of  Religion  within  the  Realm  of 
Scotland , eA.  /»  polio. 

At  the  end  of  the  fourth  edition  of  which,  are  fubjoined  all  his 
other  (k)  works.  Befides  his  printed  ( l ) works,  there  were  alfo  in 
1732,  6 Geo.  II.  fome  manufeript  pieces  of  his  in  the  hands  of  Robert 
(m)  Woodrow,  Minifter  ofEaftwood;  and  others  are  prefervedin  Da- 
vid (n)  Calderwood’s  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  among 
theHarleian  ( 0 ) MSS.  in  the  Britifh  Mu  feu  m,  are  two  Pieces  attributed 
to  our  author  5 one  of  which  is  a long  confolatory  letter,  fuppofed 
to  be  written  by  him  to  his  (p)  wife ; and  the  other  a letter,  or  rather 
tread fe  addreffed  by  him  to  the  faithful  in  London,  Newcaftle  and 
Berwick,  Sec. 

See  McKenzie’s  Lives,  III.  136,  137.  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  54, 
Middl.  Biogr.  Evang.  II.  162. 

( h ) Jones’s  New  Biogr.  Di<T.  u Knox.” 

(z)  See  our  article  of  John  Knox,  the  Younger.  fk)  Jones,  ut  supra. 

(/ ) Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  54. 

( m)  See  our  article  of  John  Knox,  the  Younger. 

( n ) See  his  Life  in  Howies’ s Scots  Worthies,  205. 

( 0 J No.  416,  Tow.  Br.  Biogr.  III.  54. 

(p ) This  seems  to  have  been  his  first  wife,  Margaret  Bowes.  Edit 9 1. 
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JOHN  KNOX,  the  Younger. 


rip 

A HE  cotemporary  and  acquaintance  of  John  Kriox,  the  Reformer^ 
but  in  no  ways  related  to  him  or  his  family,  on  the  fcore  of  confab- 
guinity  • however  their  chriftian  and  fur-name  being  the  fame,  as  well 
as  the  time  in  which  they  refpeflively  flourifhed,  and  both  alfo  of  the 
clerical  profeffion.  Biographers  have  mi  (taken  one  for  the  other,  and 
by  that  means  have  confounded  them  together;  it  (hall  be  our  endea- 
vour to  feparate  and  diftinguifh  them,  which  we  have  no  doubt  we 
fhall  be  able  to  do  ill  this  Memoir,  to  the  fatisfaQion  of  all,  but  the 
incredulous  part  of  our  readers.  The  John  Knox,  of  whom  we  are 
now  to  fpeak,  was  moderator  of  the  Synod  of  Merfa,  in  Germany, 
in  the  (a)  year  15S3,  29  Eliz . alfo  preacher  at  Rotterdam  in  Hol- 
land, and  afterwards  at  London ; Bifliop  (b)  Nicolfon  (c)  fuppofes 
our  Knox  to  have  been  the  true  anceftor  of  Robert  (d)  Fleming, 
and  that  he  was  the  grandfon  of  John  Knox  the  Reformer,  for  fo 
he  does  appear  to  be  in  the  account  we  have  met  with,  of  this 
branch  of  the  Reformer’s  family,  which  (lands  thus,  viz  : James 
Fleming,  Robert  Fleming’s  father,  married  one  of  the  Reformer’s 
daughters,  previous  to  his  marriage  with  his  fon’s  (e)  mother;  fo  that 
the  families  of  the  Reformer  and  of  the  Flemings  feem  to  me  to  have 
been  not  only  acquainted,  but  alfo  allied  and  connefled  in  blood. 

Our  John  Knox  (and  not  the  Reformer)  was  the  tranfcriber  of 
the  following  hiftory  of  the  reformation  of  Scotland,  and  might  be 

one 

( a ) Nicols.  Scot.  Hist.  Libr.  56.  Quarto  Edit.  (b)  William  Nicolson  was  arch* 

deacon,  prebend,  and  bishop  of  Carlisle,  in  England.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  I.  176.  and  of 
Londonderry  : Id.  II.  14.6.  and  archbishop  of  Cashel.  Id.  126.  both  the  last,  in  the  King- 
dom of  Ireland.  Beatson  mis-spells  his  name  with  an  h throughout  his  Index. 

(c)  Nicols.  Scot.  Hist.  Libr.  55.  56.  fdj  See  his  life  at  large,  in  Howie’s  Scots 

Worthies.  549.  [e)  See  Middleton’s  Biog.  Evang.  II.  162.  8vo.  Edit.  1780. 


brie  of  the  affiftants  in  revifing  it  at  the  prefs ; of  which  hiftory  of  our 
Knox,  there  is  a manufcript  copy  ftill  exifting,  in  the  library  at  Glafs 
gow,  North  Britain,  which  bears  the  following  title: 

“ The  (/)  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  of  Religion  within  the 
realme  of  Scotland,  conteening  the  manner  and  by  quaht  perfonnes 
the  light  of  Chrift’s  Evangel  hes  bein  manifefted  unto  this  realme, 
after  that  horrible  and  univerfal  defeflion  from  the  truth,  which  hes 
cum  to  be  the  meines  of  that  Roman  Antichrift.” 

This  work  was  prefented  (g)  to  the  college,  by  the  above  men- 
tioned  Robert  Fleming,  who,  having  feveral  of  this  John  Knox’s 
papers  in  his  hands,  pretended  to  affure  the  college  that  this  very  book 
was  penned  by  the  perfon,  whofe  name  it  commonly  bears,  but  that 
being  John  Knox,  without  otherwife  diftinguifhing  whether  he  al- 
luded to  John  Knox  the  Reformer,  or  our  John  Knox,  by  no  means 
afcertained  the  author;  but  for  the  better  proof  of  this  matter,  Mr„ 
Robert  Fleming  fent  them  the  preface  of  another  book,  written  in  the 
fame  hand  writing,  wherein  are  thefe  words,  46  In  nomine  Domini 
noftri  Jefu  Chrifti,  Sec.  Septembris  quarto  M.  Jo.  Knox,  Auguft.  18. 
1581.”  This  indeed  is  complete  evidence,  that  our  John  Knox,  and 
not  John  Knox  the  famed  Reformer,  was  the  perfon  here  alluded  to^ 
unlefs  it  can  be  admitted,  that  one  who  died,  (as  John  Knox  the  Re- 
former did,  in  the  year  1572,  15  Eliz.)  could  have  written  a book  in 
the  year  1581,  24  Eliz.  nine  years  after  the  author’s  death. 

The  purport  (for  the  original  from  which  the  enfuing  paragraph  is 
tranflated  into  Englifh,  is  in  Latin)  of  the  famous  Sir  Robert  Gordon,* 
of  Strologh,  North  Britain,  his  opinion  of  Knox’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Reformation  of  Scotland,  is  this 

u Whoever 

(/)  We  have  had  several  editions  of  the  history,  which  bears  his  name,  Nicols.  Scot, 
Hist.  Libr.  54.  calc,  but  the  bishop  does  not  pretend  to  say  in  the  name  of  the  Refor- 
mer; and  as  his  Christian  name  as  well  as  that  of  our  Knox,  was  John,  it  decides 
nothing.  The  several  editions  when  collected  together  in  one  point  of  view,  seem 
to  be  as  follow  : There  was  an  edition  of  the  work  alluded  to  in  Latin,  printed  at 
Strasburg,  in  1554.  and  another  at  Basil,  in  1559*  Nicols.  55.  another,  in  Folio  at 
London,  and  another  in  Quarto  at  Edinburgh,  both  in  the  year  M,DCjXLlV.  and  long 
before  either  the  Folio  or  Quarto  Edition  ; another  in  Octavo  or  Twelves.  Nicols*  54* 
in  notes*  (g)  Nicols,  55.  56* 


cs  Whoever  reads  archbifliop  Spotwood’s  (h)  Hiftory  of  Scotland^ 
and  compares  it  with  Knox’s,  (the  author  of  which  is  the  difgrace 
of  Hiftorians,  for  he  difparaged  both  himfelf  and  the  times,  by  fuch 
fort  of  writing)  he  will  difcover  a great  difference  between  them 3 but 
the  archbifhop,  after  declaring  himfelf  afhamed  of  fo  great  a blemifh 
in  Knox,  who  was  otherwife  a great  man,  and  his  name  very  cele- 
brated in  the  church,  denies  his  being  the  author  of  the  work  in 
queftion  : John  (i ) Maitland  however,  the  noble  and  learned  Chan- 
cellor of  that  kingdom,  who  jeered  both  Spotwood  and  his  history,  in 
a very  fevere  and  pointed  (k)  epigram,  did  not  entertain  the  like  no- 
tion of  Knox’s  Hiftory.” 

There  are  fome  paffages  in  the  Hiftory,  which  do  undeniably 
prove,  that  a later  perfon  than  the  Reformer  Knox,  has  made 
feveral  (/)  interpolations,  which  are  now  printed  as  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal Hiftory  ; fo  much  is  unanfwerably  remarked  by  the  ingenious 
writer  of  the  Preface  to  The  fundamental  characters  of  the  Prefby- 
terians”  who  juftly  obferves,  that  he  has  been  a thorough-paced 
Prefbyterian,  who  framed  the  Hiftory  as  we  now  have  it ; and 
that,  by  confequence,  its  authority  is  ftark  naught  for  any  thing  in  it, 
that  favours  prefbyterianifm,  or  befpatters  (mi)  prelacy, 

John 

[}>)  The  passage  is  in  archbishop  Spotwood’s  Church  History,  V.  267, 
and  that  which  the  learned  Sir  Robert  Gordon  refers  to  above,  is  this,  <{  As  to 
the  history  of  the  Church  ascribed  commonly  to  Knox,  the  Reformer,  the  same  was  not 
his  work ; but  his  name  supposed  to  gain  it  credit  ; for  besides  the  several  discourses 
we  find  in  it,  more  fitting  a comedian  on  a stage,  than  a Divine  or  minister,  such  as 
Mr.  Knox  was,  and  the  the  spiteful  malice  that  author  expresseth  against  the  Queen 
Regent  of  Scotland,  speaking  of  one  of  our  Martyrs,  he  remits  the  reader  for  a further 
declaration  of  his  sufferings,  to  the  ACts  and  Monuments  of  martyrs,  set  forth  by 
Mr.  Fox,  an  Englishman,  which  came  not  to  light  some  ten  or  twelve  years  after 
Mr.  Knox’s  death  ; a greater  injury  could  not  be  done  to  the  fame  of  that  worthy  man, 
than  to  father  upon  him  the  ridiculous  toys  and  malicious  detractions  contained  in  that 
book.”  Nicols.  55.  Note  M‘Kenzie’s  Scots  Writers.  111,133,134.  (i)  See 

his  article,  in  this  our  collection. 

(k)  The  epigram  alluded  to  is  still  existing.  (/)  See  part  of  a Letter  from 

Nicolson’s  worthy  friend  Mr.  Robert  Weedrow,  Library  Keeper  at  Glasgow,  giving 
some  account  of  the  interpolations,  and  omissions,  in  our  John  Knox’s  Church  history, 
falsly  ascribed  to  the  Reformer  ; as  published  by  D.  Buchanan,  Nicols.  109.  Append. 
No.  VI.  and  where  also  the  history  is  compared  with  the  Print.  Id.  55.  in  the  notes. 
Note  M'Kenzie’s  Scots  Writers.  III.  *35*  (m)  Nicols.  Scot.  Hist,  Libr.  55, 


John  [n)  Leflie,  one  of  the  Scotch  Hiftorians,  an  adverfary  of  our 
Knox,  who,  commonly  (on  other  occafions)  writes  with  a great  deal 
of  temper,  gives  this  bitter  (o)  character  of  him,  which  I thus  tranflate 
from  the  original  Latin,  u He  was  a man  unadorned  ( p ) with  hu- 
manity, or  the  knowledge  of  the  arts,  or  any  other  the  endow- 
ments of  nature  or  genius,  unlefs  you  call  an  unbridled  audacity,  and 
the  volubility  of  a virulent  tongue,  unexpreUive  of  any  ingenuity, 
endowments.” 

(n)  See  account  of  him  in  Nicpls.  Scot.  Hist.  Libr.  31.  (0)  Hist.  Scot!.  Lib, 

X 537'  if)  Nicols.  Scot.  Hist.  Libr,  55.  56. 


' 


III  H H 


John  Maitland  of liething-ton 

LoreLTb-irlestane  and  LortL  Hio-li  Chancellor  of  Scotland  - 
].ondonJ//M;,Wv  Jc  i/r'iyc)  8 , bv  Rob  ext  Wilkin  son  2Vf.5fi  C ornhi  1 1 . 


Lord  Chancellor  THIRLESTANE 


SlR  John  (a)  Maitland,  of  Lethington,  North  Britain,  was  a 
lawyer  by  defcent,  being  the  fecond  of  the  three  Tons,  of  the  (h) 
feven  children,  born  to  Sir  Richard  Maitland,  of  Lethington  and 
Thirleftane,  in  the  fame  kingdom,  who  was  one  of  the  judges,  or 
extraordinary  (V)  Lords  of  the  Court  of  Seffion,  and  Lord  Privy 
(d)  Seal,  by  his  wife,  Mary  Cranflon,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Cran- 
fton,  of  Crofbie,  of  which  children,  the  other  two  were  daughters; 
Sir  John  was  (e)  born  in  the  year  1545  * he  was  a youth  of  excel- 
lent 


(a)  The  original  name  of  this  family  was  MAtulant,  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  391,  a. 
The  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  one  of  the  noted  Cabal  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  was  of  this 
family.  Earl  of  Clarendon  has  recorded  his  infamy,  in  his  Hist.  Rebel.  III.  124. 
Penn.  Scotl.  III.  264.  So  is  the  present  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  one  of  the  noted  coa- 
lition, in  the  reign  of  George  III. 

( b ) Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  393.  b. 

(c)  Dalrymp.  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  4.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  XL  84.  The  King’s 
(James  IV.  of  Scotland,  who  was  slain  in  1513,)  letter  for  exempting  Sir  Richard  from 
the  attendance  on  and  duties  of  his  office,  from  the  notoriety  of  his  infirmities  and  great 
age,  is  remarkable.  It  bears,  “ That  Sir  Richard  Maitland  had  served  his  grandsire, 
(or  great  grandfather),  goodame,  mother,  and  himself,  in  many  public  charges  ( for 
upwards  of  seventy  years)  whereof  he  dutifully  and  honestly  acquitted  himself ; and 
having  been  many  years  a senator,  he  has  with  much  sincerity  and  integrity  served 
therein,  and  being  grown  greatly  debilitated  through  age,  though  nothing  in  spirit  and 
judgment;  whereupon  the  Lords  have  granted  him  immunity  and  licence  to  attend 
when  he  pleases,  having  all  commodities,  as  if  he  were  present,”  the  salary  was  reserved 
to  Sir  Richard,  though  the  King  “ moved  in  conscience,  lest  justice  should  be  retarded 
by  his  abscence,  appointed  Sir  Lewis  Ballenden,  his  successor”  Sir  Richard’s  advice  to 
Queen  Mary,  deserves  to  be  recorded,  as  the  advice  of  a judicious  and  faithful  Coun. 
seller,  “ That  she  must  see  her  laws  kept,  or  else  she  would  get  no  obedience.”  He 
was  a biographical,  a professional,  and  a poetical  writer.  Dalrymp.  Notes  on  Cat.  of 
Lords  of  Session,  4,  5.  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  393. 

( d ) Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  67,  (e)  Berkenhout’s  Biographia  Literaria,  371,  calc- 


lent  natural  parts,  which,  by  his  father's  care  were  highly  improved 
by  a liberal  (/)  education,  in  a courfe  of  {Indies,  in  grammar  and  (g) 
philofophy,  in  (b)  Scotland,  he  was  afterwards  fent  to  France,  to  dudy 
the  (7)  law  ; on  his  return  to  his  native  country,  he  commenced  (k) 
Advocate. 

His  fir[l  promotion  was  the  (/)  Abbacy  of  Kelfoe  in  commendam, 
which  he  afterwards  exchanged  with  Francis  Stewart,  the  Queen’s  ne- 
phew, for  the  Priory  of  [mi  Coldinghame. 

In  1567  he  was  preferred  to  be  Lord  Privy  [n)  Seal,  on  his  fa- 
ther’s (0)  refignation  3 but  (y)  being  inviolably  attached  to  the  Queen’s 
intered,  and  entirely  difapproving  of  the  methods,  that  were  ufed,  to 
induce  her  Majedy  to  refign  her  government,  in  favour  of  her  infant 
fon ; he  differed  many  hardfhips,  both  in  his  perfon  and  fortune;  his 
benefice  was  taken  from  him,  and  given  to  Alexander  Home,  of 
Manderdon. 

In  156S,  though  then  not  much  more  than  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  he  became  fo  eminently  confpicuous  for  abilities  in  his  profeffion, 
that  lie  was,  June  2,  this  year,  made  an  ordinary  (y)  Lord  of  Seffion, 
or  one  of  the  Senator’s  (r)  of  the  College  of  judice  (for  both  names 
impart  (s)  the  fame  office)  being  then  Commendator  of  fi'j  Colding- 
hame, in  fucceffion  to  Archibald  Crawford,  Parfon  of  (u)  EgliOiame, 
fuperfeded  for  his  (at),  inability,  and  divers  offences  committed  by 
him,  which  merited  his  deprivation. 

He 

(/)  Dougl.  ut  supra,  394,  a.  calc. 

(g)  McKenzie’s  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  III.  39S. 

(h)  Berkenh.  ut  supra.  (i)  M‘Kenzie,  ut  supra. 

(k)  Berkenh.  ut  supra. 

(/)  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  394,  a.  calc.  (m)  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  6j, 

( n ) Dougl.  394,  a.  calc.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  67.  (0)  Dougl.  393.,  b. 

(p)  Id.  394,  a,  calc. 

(q)  Dalrymp.  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  6.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  78. 

{ r ) Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  294,  b. 

( s ) M£Kenzie’s  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  III.  145,  146,  marg.  and  calc.  Dougl.  Peer, 
Scotl.  658,  b.  and  calc.  Critical  Review,  XXIX,  9.  Boswell’s  Hebrides,  99,  n.  8vo» 
Edit.  1786. 

( t ) Dalrmp.  Noteson  Cat.  8,  Beats.  II.  78. 

(«)  Dalrymp.  Cat.  4.  Beats.  II,  78. 

(.v)  Dalrymp.  Notes  on  Cat.  8, 


He  was  deprived  of  his  office  of  Privy  Seal,  by  Adi  of  Parliament 
( y)  in  the  year  1 570,  which  was  immediately  bellowed  on  John  Bu- 
channan,  the  hiftorian. 

Being  fenftble,  that  the  (z)  Regent,  who  then  had  the  management 
of  all  affairs,  was  no  friend  of  his,  he  retired  to  the  caftle  of  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  was  kindly  received  by  Sir  William  Kirkaldy,  the 
Governor,  wi t h whom  he  continued,  till  the  caftle  was  taken  by  the 
Regent,  with  the  affiftance  of  fome  troops,  he  got  from  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. 

Sir  John  Maitland  wTas  fent  prifoner  to  Tantallon  ; but  the  Re- 
gent fometime  thereafter  confented  to  his  enlargement,  and  allowed 
him  to  be  confined  to  Lord  Somerville’s  houfe,  and  two  miles  round 
it;  but  under  the  penalty  of  io,OOol.  fterling,  in  cafe  he  fhould  go 
beyond  the  prefcribed  limit. 

He  continued  under  this  reflraint,  till  the  Earl  of  Morton’s  fall, 
after  which  he  was  liberated  by  A£l  of  (A)  Council,  in  the  year  1578. 

After  he  had  obtained  his  liberty,  he  wrent  to  Court,  in  the  year 
1581,  where  his  many  excellent  qualities  foon  brought  him  into  fa- 
vour with  the  King. 

On  26  (b)  April,  1581,  he  w7as  again  appointed  an  Ordinary  Lord 
of  (V)  Seffion,  in  the  place  of  Archibald  Douglas,  Parfbn  of  Glaf- 
gow,  then  fuperfeded. 

His  Majefty,  James  the  Sixth’s  (d)  efieem  and  regard  for  him  flill 
increafing,  he  fir  ft  conferred  the  honour  of  (y)  knighthood  on  him, 
and  then  made  him  (f)  Secretary  of  State  for  (g)  life,  in  the  ) ear 
1584. 

He 

(yj  Dougl.  394,  b. 

fz)  James  Douglas,  Earl  of  Morton. 

(a)  Id.  ib. 

( b ) Dalrymp.  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  6.  calc.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II. 

(c)  But  never  President  of  that  Court,  as  the  late  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Baronet, 
Lord  Hailes,  and  one  of  the  Lords  of  Session  [See  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  83.  Dalr.  Cat. 
17.  Europ.  Mag.  XXXIII.  87,  348,]  has  erroneously  asserted,  in  his  Notes  on  the  Ca, 
talogues  of  the  Lords  of  Session,  8,  Quarto  Edit.  MDCCXCVI. 

( d ) Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  394,  b.  ( e ) Dougl.  ut  supra. 

(/)  Berkenhout  and  Dougl.  ut  supra.  Dalrymple’s  Notes  to  Cat.  of  Lords  of 
Session,  8,  calc.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind,  II.  69. 

( g)  Dougl.  ut  supra. 


He  was  in  1586,  made  Vice  (h)  Chancellor  by  a moft  ample  com- 
miffion,  in  which  are  fully  narrated,  his  great  merit,  probity,  and  faith- 
ful fervices. 

Herefigned  (7)  the  judicial  office  of  Ordinary  Lord  of  Seffion,  in 
the  month  of  March,  1587,  having  been  on  the  Bench  nineteen 
years  ; and  was  fucceeded  by  James  (k)  Elphinftone,  of  Innernochtie ; 
and  fometime  thereafter  he  was  preferred  to  be  Lord  (/)  Chancellor  of 
the  kingdom,  in  the  room  of  James  Stewart,  Earl  of  (m)  Arran  ; who 
foon  after  his  difmiffion,  was  (n)  murdered,  as  he  was  riding  over 
Crawford  Moor,  by  Lord  Forthoral,  natural  fon  to  James  Douglafs, 
Earl  of  Morton,  the  (0)  Regent. 

The  Chancellor’s  power  and  (p)  influence,  created  him  many  ene- 
mies, among  the  Scotch  Nobility,  who  made  feveral  attempts  to 
deftroy  him,  but  without  fuccefs. 

One  of  which  is  particularly  mentioned,  ( q ) viz.  an  affault  made  on 
him  in  the  night  time,  at  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood  Houfe,  by  Earl 
Bothwel ; in  that  Chancellor  Maitland,  being  the  Earl’s  mortal  enemy, 
got  him  imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  for  witchcraft.  See. 
but  the  Earl  failed  in  his  attempt. 

He  attended  the  King  on  his  voyage  (r)  to  Norway,  where  his  bride, 
the  Princefs  of  Denmark,  was  detained  by  contrary  wind,  the  mar- 
riage was  immediately  confummated,  and  they  returned  with  the 
Oueen  to  Copenhagen,  where  they  fpent  the  enfuing  winter;  during 

their 

(b)  Pair.  Notes  to  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  8,  calc.  Dougl.  394,  b. 

(i)  Dalrymp.  Cat.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  78.  ( k ) Id.  ib. 

(/)  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  59,  calc.  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  the  Writers  of  Scotland,  421, 
422.  Camd.  Brit.  “ Scotia ,”  10,  Folio  Edit.  MDCX. 

(m)  He  was  the  upstart  favourite  of  the  King,  and  most  justly  stripped  of  all  his 
honours  in  1585.  Beats.  II.  10,  and  see  Crawfurd’s  Memoirs  of  Scotland , 314,  324 
Edit.  121110.  MDCCLXVII. 

( n ) How.  Biogr.  Scotl.  Second  Part,  1718. 

(0)  M‘Kenzie’s  Scotch  Writers,  401,  calc.  Berkenh.  Biogr.  Lit.  Qu_arto  371,  n. 
See  Id.  398. 

(fi)  Berkenhout’s  Biographia  Literariaf  ’ 372. 

(q)  McKenzie’s  Lives  of  Scots  Writers,  III.  417,  418.  Dougl.  86. 

(r)  Berkenh.  Biogr,  Lit.  372.  M‘Kenzie^s  Lives,  III.  417, 


their  refidence  in  Denmark,  the  Chancellor  became  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  celebrated  Tycho  (s)  Brahe. 

Whilft  the  Chancellor  was  in  Denmark,  great  contentions  arofe 
between  him  and  the  Earl  of  (t)  Marifchal ; for  the  Chancellor,  by 
virtue  of  his  office,  claimed  the  next  place  to  his  Majefty  as  long  as 
be  was  there  ; and^  on  the  other  hand,  the  Chancellor  claimed 
that  precedency  as  due  to  his  high  office ; but  there  does  not  feem 
to  have  been  any  determination  on  the  fubjedt. 

Soon  (u)  after  his  Majefty ’s  return  to  Scotland,  with  his  Queen,  he 
conferred  the  honour  of  the  Peerage  of  that  kingdom,  upon  the 
Chancellor,  for  his  fingular  (x)  wildom,  with  the  title  of  Lord  (y) 
Maitland,  of  Thirleftane,  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  18  May,  1590,  to 
him  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body. 

He  was  one  of  the  Scotch  Peers,  who  affifted  at  (z)  the  Queen’s 
Coronation,  the  fame  year. 

The  Chancellor  (a)  refigned  his  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
which  the  King  immediately  conferred  on  Sir  Richard  {b)  Cockburn, 
of  Clerkington,  the  Chancellor’s  (c)  nephew. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1592,  the  (d)  Chancellor  incur- 
red the  Queen’s  difpleafure,  for  refuftng  to  relinquiffi  his  Lordfhip 
of  Mufielburgh,  which  ffie  claimed,  as  being  a part  of  Dumfernling. 
he  abfented  himfelf  fome  time  from  Court,  but  was  at  length  reftored 
to  favour,  bv  means  (<?)  of  Robert  Ker,  of  Cafsford,  who  had  married 
his  niece;  and  in  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  the  more  in  her  good 
graces,  he  concurred  with  her  in  her  defign  of  taking  the  young 
Prince  from  the  Earl  of  Mar;  for  which  he  received  a fevere  reprL 
mand  from  the  King,  which  he  took  fo  much  to  heart,  that  he  fell 

into 


fs)  See  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  Works*, 

(/)  M£Kenzie’s  Lives,  III.  416,  calc. 

(u)  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  394,  b. 

(al)  Camd.  Brit.  “ Scotia 10,  Folio  Edit.  MDCX. 

(y)  Dougl.  ut  supra.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  1 1. 

( z)  Dougl.  ut  supra. 

(a)  Dougl.  ut  supra.  (b)  Beats.  II.  (c)  Dough  ut  supra. 

(d)  Berkenh.  Biogr.  Lit.  372,  373. 

(e)  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives,  III.  418,  calc. 


into  a lingering  ficknefs ; during  which  he  Tent  his  coufin,  the  Secre- 
tary, to  the  King,  who  remained  then  at  Hamilton,  and  by  him  ex~ 
cufed  his  dealing  in  that  matter,  with  a folemn  proteftadon  of  his 
fidelity,  in  all  his  Majefty’s  fervices;  and  a fhort  time  before  his 
death,  he  wrote  a letter  to  the  King,  recommending  his  wife,  children, 
and (f)  friends  to  his  protection  ; to  the  letter  his  Majefty  returned  a 
very  affectionate  anfwer,  and  which  the  reader  may  find  in  DoCtor  (g) 
Mackenzie’s  Lives  of  Scottifh  Writers  ; it  is  one  of  King  James’s 
heft  (h)  compofitions. 

Notwithftanding  the  King’s  letter  was  (/)  wrote  with  his  own  hand, 
to  comfort  Lord  Thirlestane  in  his  ficknefs;  yet  the  fenfe  of  the 
King’s  difpleafure,  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion  on  the  Chancellor’s 
mind,  that  it  threw  him  into  a languifhing  diforder,  which  put  a pe- 
riod to  his  life  on  (k)  3 October,  1595,  on  w7hich  fl)  day  he  was 
elated  with  the  greatefl  conjugal  affeCtion,  and  his  whole  time  was 
taken  up  in  writing  verfes  to  the  memory  of  his  wife’s  virtues,  in 
which  he  bewailed  her  death,  in  a very  mournful  ditty. 

LordTHiR  lestane  died  epileptic  (m)9  aged  (n)  fifty,  at  (0)  Law- 
der,  greatly  regretted  by  the  (p)  King,  and  all  who  wiflied  (q)  well 
to  their  country. 

He  lies  interred  at  (r)  Haddington,  with  feveral  of  his  anceftors. 

He  left  behind  him  a confiderable  eftate,  viz.  the  lands  and  ba- 
ronies of  Blyth,  Thankerton,  Biggar,  See.  the  lands  of  Caflle  Hill* 
in  the  domain  of  Lauderdale,  with  the  office  of  Bailiff,  appertaining 
to  the  fame,  and  of  Muffelburgh;  the  lands  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Barns, 
Newton,  Ofwalden,  Le  Roy  et  Fieuris,  Lochen,  See . the  Baronies 
of  Stobo,  Ethelftone,  called  the  White  Barony,  See . alfo  ten  chalders 

of 

(/)  Rerkenh.  Biogr.  Lit.  373.  n. 

(g)  Vol.  III.  419. 

(i)  Birck’s  Life  of  Prince  Henry,  13. 

( k ) M‘Kenzie’s  Lives,  III.  4x9,  calc. 

(/)  Translation  from  the  original  Latin  of  Johnst.  Rer.  Brit.  Hist.  Lib.  VII.  204, 
ap.  M‘Kenzie,  III.  420,  ap.  calc. 

( m ) M‘Kenzie  41S,  calc.  420. 

( n ) Epitaph,  M‘Kenzie  III.  419,  calc.  ( 0)  M‘Kenzie,  III.  420. 

{ p ) M‘Kenzie,  Id.  ib.  Berkenh.  ut  supra.  (q)  Dougl.  ut  supra,  395,  a. 

(r J M‘Kenzie,  Id.  ib. 


of  viftual,  yearly,  oat  of  the  lands  of  Markhill,  Traprene,  &c.  like- 
wife  the  lands  and  barony  of  Leithington,  &c.  with  the  tower  and 
fortrefs. 

He  married  jane  Fleming,  the  only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  James 
F.  Lord  Fleming,  Lord  High  Chamberlain  of  Scotland,  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary,  by  Lady  Barbara  Hamilton,  daughter  of  James, 
Duke  of  Chattle  Herault.  by  whom  he  had  a fon  and  a daughter. 


Both  the  following  Epitaphs  are  infcribed  on  Chancellor  Mait- 
land’s Monument,  which  was  ereHed  by  his  fon;  the  firft  is  in 
Englifh  verfe,  and  written  by  the  King  himfelf,  and  is  far  from  being 
y the  worft  (7)  of  his  Majefty’s  compolitions ; it  is  indeed,  one  of  the 
(u)  best,  and  was,  according  to  the  Earl  of  ( x ) Qrford,  no  doubt 
efteemed,  in  that  age  of  adulation,  a mark  of  great  honour;  the  other 
is  in  Latin,  and  caufed  to  be,  if  not  written,  by  the  fon  of  the  deceafed 
Lord;  a tranflation  of  the  latter  is  here  given,  and  the  Original  fub- 
fcribed  in  a Note. 

Thu  paffenger,  who  fpy’ft  with  gazeing  (y)  eyes 
This  fad  trophie  of  death’s  triumphant  dart, 

Confider,  when  this  outward  tomb  (y)  thu  fees  ; 

Plow  rair  a man  leaves  here  his  earthly  pair t. 

His  wifdome  and  his  uprightnefs  of  heart, 

H is  piety,  his  practice  in  our  flate  ; 

His  pregnant  wit,  well  verfl  in  every  pair! ; 

As  equally  not  all  were  in  debate. 

Then  juftly  has  his  death  brought  fortn,  of  late 
A heavie  grief  to  prince  and  fubjeffs  all. 

Who  virtue  love,  and  vice,  do  truly  hate, 

Though  vicious  men  be  joyful  at  his  fall  ; 

But 

(/)  Edinb.  Mag.  I.  122.  Old  Series,  Edit.  1773. 

(u J Burkenh.  ut  supra,  373. 

(x)  Walp.  Cat.  Roy.  and  Nob.  Auth.  II.  210. 

(y)  Every  reader  will  perceive  the  grammatical  licence,  which  the  King  took  as  thu 
sees  ; his  rhimes  are  broad  Scotch,  eyes  and  sees.  Edinb.  Mag.  I.  122 } Old  Series^ 
Edit.  1773. 


Bat  for  himfelf,  moll  happy  doth  he  (z)  die 
Tho*  for  his  prince  it  mo  ft  unhappy  (z)  be. 

To  (a)  John  Maitland,  Baron  of  Thirleftane,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Scotland,  defcended  of  the  noble  (lock  of  the  Maitlandsd 
and  augmented  the  honour  of  that  very  ancient  family,  by  a much 
more  celebrated  title;  his  fincere  piety,  heroic  mind,  fmgular  learning, 
undaunted  courage,  worthy  the  imitation  of  poflerity,  and  envied  by 
antiquity,  were  fcarcely  ever  equalled  ; his  ready  liberality,  cheerful 
and  facetious  vigour  of  wit,  gained  him  the  affeflions  of  all,  both  in 
public  and  private ; after  he  had  faithfully  difcharged  feveral  honour- 
able offices  in  the  Commonwealth,  King  James,  the  Sixth  of  that 
name.  King  of  Scotland,  (the  wifeft  of  all  the  Kings  Europe  ever  (b) 
Jaw)  advanced  him  to  the  high  dignity  of  Chancellor,  with  the  con- 
fent  and  acclamations  of  the  three  eftates  of  the  kingdom,  in  Parlia- 
ment aifembled ; but  he  enjoyed  that  poft  hardly  nine  years;  how- 
ever, he  executed  it  with  fuch  prudence,  integrity,  and  univerfal  ap- 
probation, that  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  great  was  the  glory  of  his  ffiort- 
lived  dignity.  At  length  having  attained  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  he 

was 

(z)  Die  and  bey  coupled  together,  must  sound  harsh  to  an  English  ear. 

(a)  “ Joanni  Metellano,  Baroni  de  Thyrlstane,  magno  Scotiae  Cancellario  ; qui, 
a nobili  Metellana  stirpe  oriundus,  vetustissimas  familiae  decus,  celebriore  titulo  auxit ; 
cujus  sincera  pietas,  heroica  mens,  eruditio  singularis,  gnava  fortitudo,  posteris  aemu- 
landa,  invidenda  antiquis,  parem  vix  habuerunt;  liberalitas  exprompta,  lepidusque  in- 
genii vigor,  devixerit  sibi  publice  omnes,  privatim  singulos  : Quem,  post  varia  in  Rep. 
prasclare  gesta  munia,  Jacobus,  ejus  nominis  Sextus,  Scotorum  Rex,  ( omnium  quos  Eu~ 
ropa  unquam  <vidity  sapientissimus ) ad  summum  Cancellaritus  fastigium,  acclamantibus 
tribus  regni  ordinibus,  in  Comitiis  publicis  evexit.  Sed  munus  illud  annos  vix  novem 
sustinuit,  cum  ea  tamen  prudentia,  integritate,  aclaude,  ut  merito  affirmari  possit,  bre- 
vis dignitatis  ingentem  fuisse  gloriam.  Tandem,  annos  natus  quinquaginta,  in  medio 
fere  honorum  et  virtutum  curriculo  ereptus,  acerbum  sui  desiderium  reliquit  omnibus, 
praecipue  regi  optimo  ; qui  versibus  vernaculis,  supremo  huic  marmori  incisis,  de 
mortuo  parentavit.  Obiit  Anno  1595,  5 Non.  Octobris,  in  Arce  sua  de  Thyrlstane,  a 
se  recens  extrufta. 

Johannes  Metellanus,  Lauderise  comes,  hlius  unigena,  parenti  optimo,  majore  pie- 
tate  quam  imperensa,  poni  curavit.”  The  above  Inscription  is  upon  his  Lord- 
ship’s tomb,  in  the  Church  of  Haddingtoun.  McKenzie’s  Lives  of  Scotch 
Write  is,  III.  421,  422. 

(*)  Berkenh.  Biogr.  Lit.  373,  in  the  Notes. 
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was  {hatched  away,  almoft  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  career  of  honours  and 
Virtues;  he  left  his  heavy  lofs  to  be  lamented  by  all  perfons,  efpe- 
cially  by  the  beft  of  Kings,  who  performed  a material  part  of  the 
funeral  obfequies  towards  the  deceafed,  by  writing  the  (c)  vernacular 
verfes,  engraven  on  the  top  of  the  marble  monument ; he  died  3 O6L 
1595,  m his  own  Caftle  of  (d)  Thirleftane,  lately  built  by  himfelL 
John  Maitland,  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  his  only  fon,  caufed  this  Mo- 
nument to  be  erefted  to  the  memory  of  the  beft  of  parents,  more 
out  of  filial  piety,  than  oftentatious  expence. 

It  does  not  feem  to  be  (e)  afcertained  whether  Maitland,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  excelled  mo  ft  in  polite  literature,  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  Civil  Law,  or  in  the  acquirements  of  general  (/)  learning  ; his 
career  in  life,  was  not  equal  to  his  favour  with  the  Prince,  for  the 
former  was  fometimes  turbulent,  fometimes  quiet,  till  at  laft  he  be- 
gan to  think  how  much  literary  and  intenfe  application  he  had  thrown 
away  on  ufelefs  matters ; how  much  diftraction  he  had  undergone 
what  ftorms,  private  as  well  as  public,  he  had  fuftained,  infomuch, 
that  he  wifhed  to  fail  into  a more  tranquil  port. 

Our  author  was  one  of  the  beft  Latin  poets  of  his  age,  as  his  Epi- 
grams, which  are  ftill  extent,  teftify. 

His 

( c ) Dr.  McKenzie  has  translated  the  original  Latin  word  u Vernaculis"  i<  English,’* 
and  yet  gives  the  translation  in  the  Scotch  language. 

( d ) Near  Lauder  is  Thirlestane  castle,  a singular  old  house  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  . 
the  front  small,  bounded  on  each  side,  with  a great  round  tower,  capped  with  slated 
cones.  Penn.  Scotl.  III.  264.  It  is  in  the  rare  plates  to  Slezer,  1719.  See  Gough's 
very  valuable  typography.  Edinb.  Mag.  426,  in  the  Notes,  Old  Edit.  A.  D.  1787- 

(e)  Translation  of  the  original  Latin,  viz.  Johnst.  Rer.  Brit.  Hist.  Lib.  VII.  204,  in* 
serted  in  M‘Kenzie’s  Scottish  Writers,  III.  420. 

(/)  James  Murray,  Earl  Murray  the  Regent,  who  was  shot  to  death  on  Saturday, 
23  January,  1569,  by  Hamilton,  of  Bothwell  Haugh,  and  deservedly,  though  he  owed 
his  life  to  the  Regent’s  merCy,  on  a former  occasion,  for  which  he  is  charged  with  ingra- 
titude, but  sure  the  cause  of  revenge  put  even  gratitude  itself  out  of  the  case,  for  the 
Regent  was  sacrificed  to  the  first  resentment  of  an  injured  husband,  whose  estate  had 
been  bestowed  upon  one  of  the  Regent’s  favourites,  and  he  took  possession  of  his  house, 
by  his  orders,  and  not  only  turned  Hamilton’s  wife  out  of  doors,  but  stript  her  naked, 
and  left  her  in  that  condition,  in  the  open  fields,  in  a cold  dark  night,  where,  before  day 
next  morning,  she  became  furiously  mad.  The  story  of  this  cruelty,  and  of  the  Re* 
gent’s  death,  (for  sure  it  cannot  be  deemed  murder J are  both  related  in  Rob.  Hist. 
Scot.  I.  51 1.  Crawf.  Mem.  Scotl.  134, 


His  fhrewdnefs,  bis  knowledge,  and  his  experience,  all  conduced  to 
make  him  fo  remarkable  for  the  equity  of  his  (h)  determinations,  that 
the  celebrity  of  his  reputation,  reached  pofterity  i in  the  days  of  his 
youth,  he  was  expofed  to  many  dangers  ; after  the  misfortune  of  his 
(?)  brother  Ledington,  he  retired  for  fome  time;  in  his  more  advanced 
time  of  life,  he  gradually  obtained  many  honours  and  funflions  in  the 
State;  his  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  caufed  the  envy  of  the 
Nobility;  which  he  excited  by  his  pleafantry  ; it  would  be  invidious 
to  particularize  the  foul  language,  in  which  he  abided  the  Nobles  and 
his  enemies;  however,  he  always  proved  himfelf, of  an  exalted  mind, 
and  was  much  commended  for  his  -prudence  and  management,  even 
among  the  adverfe  factions ; he  left  the  molt  convincing  proofs  of  his 

* learningj 

(g)  Spotswood  gives  him  the  character  of  a naan  of  great  learning.  Berkenh.  373, 
and  he  certainly  was  of  rare  parts,  and  a deep  wit,  and  full  of  courage.  M‘Kenzie, 
III,  419.  The  Chancellor  bore  an  high  character  for  his  talents  and  integrity 
amongst  all  historians.  Edinb.  Mag.  V.  426,  a.  Old  Series , Edit.  1787,  as  a man  of 
genius  and  a scholar.  Id.  I.  122.  Old  Series  Edit.  1773,  see  his  Works. 

( h ) Is  meritus,  a^quitate  in  rebus  judicandis,  solertia  ingenii,  peritia  usuque  rerum, 
Lit  ad  posteritatis  memoriam  fama  Celebris  esset.  In  prima  juventute  multis  discrimini- 
bus  obnoxius ; post  ealamitatem  Ledingtoni  fratris,  aliquandiu  latuit ; provecta  setate 
gradatim  ho  no  res  et  publiea  reipublicae  munera  adeptus  non  sine  magna  invidia  proce- 
rum  administravit,  quam  immodicis  jocis  provocavit.  Supervacaneum  est  singula  male- 
didta  referre,  per  quae  in  proceres  inimicosque  suos  contumeliosus  fuit.  At  specimen  ex_ 
celsi  animi  semper  editit,  inter  adversas  fadtiones,  magnam  laudem  prudentiae  industrial., 
que  tulit  j reliquit  clarissima  monumenta  dodtrinae  suae,  Epigrammata  Latino  sermone 
conscripta.  Senescente  invidia,  quam  dies  mitigavit,  fama  ejus  vario  sermone  vulgari  ce- 
lebratae;  quibusdam  natuya  die  actor  visits,  ei  ne  inter  tempora  curarum , verbis  facetis 
satis  temperans  ; aliis,  ubi  officio  satisfecit , lenis,  remissus , urbanus , procul  a tristitia  aut 
severitate,  jocos  temperatos  seriis  permiscens”  Rob.  Johnston,  Rer.  Brit.  His.  L,  VII. 
204.  Dalrymp.  Notes  on  the  Cat.  of  the  Lords  of  Session,  (Quarto,  8,  9,  Edit. 
M.DCC.XCIV.  M‘Kenzie’s  Scots  Writers,  III.  420. 

(i)  The  misfortune  was  blindness,  which  happened  to  his  father , not  his  brother,  ac- 
cording to  Pinkerton’s  account  of  Scottish  Poet’s,  “ Sir  Richard  Maitland,”  in  the 
Edinb.  Mag  V.  422.  Old  Series , Edit.  1787.  The  son  was  a man  of  great  po- 
litical abilities;  Berkenh.  373,  he  was  a most  faithful  and  loyal  subject,  and  a firm 
and  steady  friend  to  the  interest  of  Queen  Mary.  Dough  394,  a.  and  as  no  subject  had, 
a greater  share  of  his  royal  master,  King  James’s,  favour,  so  none  deserved  it  better,  he 
having  always  been  a most  faithful  Minister.  Dougl.  39.5,  a,  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of 
Scottish  Writers^  III,  419. 


learning,  viz.  (k)  Epigrams  written  in  the  Latin  tongue;  envy  died 
away  in  procefs  of  time;  his  character  was  in  general,  varioufly  fpo- 
ken  of;  he  appeared  to  fome  unnaturally  fevere,  not  lufficiently  qua* 
lifying  the  facetioufnefs  of  his  difcourfe,  to  the  hour  of  ferioufnefs; 
others,  again,  thought  that  (7)  in  the  execution  of  his  official  duties 
he  was  courteous,  eafy,  polite,  and  far  from  being  morofe  or  fevere, 
but  that  he  tempered,  on  the  contrary,  his  jocularity  with  gravity. 

His  memory  (m)  was  not  grateful  to  all,  for  fome  charged  him  to 
have  been  the  author  of  diffentions  among  the  Nobles,  and  of  the  mur- 
der of  (n)  Murray  the  Regent. 

Again,  John  * Maitland,  the  Noble  and  learned  Chancellor  of 
Scotland,  was  equal  to  any  of  his  cotemporaries,  in  general  informa- 
tion, and  furpaffed  every  body,  in  his  particular  knowledge  of  the 
public  tranfaflions  of  his  time. 

Several  of  Maitland’s  (o)  cotemporary  Poets  wrote  Verfes  on 
him,  among  which  are  the  following: 

Ci  Humida  quod  terras  facies,  tot  menfibus  tether 
Imbribus  infeftus,  flufldbus  tequor  erat : 

Quodque  Ceres  mentita  fidem,  fat  amerferat  undis, 

/Etheris  et  terras  haec  fio-na  o;ementis  erant. 

O o 

Ouippe  Metellano  (cujus  frendente  profana 
Invidia,  ad  mundi  mtenia  fama  volat) 

Julia  piis  lacrymis,  et  pulla  vella  parabant 
Nec  lucem  in  luflu  fultinuere  fuo. 

Sed  fi  mensullaed  hominis  praefaga  futuri, 

Nec  femper  vates  vana  refer  re  folent 

Si 

( k ) Regni  Cancellarius,  Joannes  Metellanus,  acri  et  mordace  Epigramats  (quod  ad- 
huc  extat)  in  Knoxum  et  historiam  ejus  lusit.  Nicol.  Sc.  Hist.  Libr.  54,  55.  i.  e.  John 
Maitland,  the  Chancellor  of  the  kingdom,  jeered  Knox,  the  Reformer,  and  his  history 
of  that  event,  in  a very  severe  and  pointed  Epigram.  See  his  Works. 

(/ J He  acquitted  himself,  in  every  station  of  life,  with  honour,  fidelity,  and  reputa~ 
tion.  Dougl.  395,  a.  See  Dalrym.  Notes  on  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  8,  9. 

( m ) Johnstone,  ap.  M‘Kenzie,  III.  420,  ap.  calc. 

(«)  See  his  Character  in  our  article  of  John  Knox,  the  Reformer. 

* Nobilis  et  eruditus  regni  Cancellarius,  Joannes  MeteLlanus  eorum  tempofum 
sequalis,  qui  ilia  omnia  apprime  ndrat.  In  the  opinion  of  Sir  Robert  Gordon,  of  Stro- 
lo^-h,  according  to  Nicol.  Scot.  Hist.  Libr.  54,  55. 

(0)  See  some  account  of  him  in  our  Life  of  Knox  the  Reformers 


Si  Nioben  flet  adhuc  marmor,  ft  Candida  vatum 
Mater,  adhuc  multo  Memnona  rore  gemit  ; 
Multa  diuque  tibi  lacrymarura  flumina  fundet 
Scotia,  confiliis  Tola  relifla  fuis.” 


The  famous  Sir  Thomas  (p)  Craig  is  reputed  the  Author  of  the 

above  Poem, 


A L I U D. 


Nemo  Metellano  eft  fuffe&us,  cur  ita!  quod  par 
Nemo  Metellano,  nemo  fecundus  erat. 


u Ille  Metellanus,  cui  regni  inclaruit  ingens 
Annulus,  et  regis  menfque  manufque  fui ; 

Cui  rex  incubuit,  regni  dum  verfat  habenas  ; 

Quo  duce  tanta  fu it  pax  foras  atque  domii 
Qui,  claris  prognatus  avis,  et  fanguine  prifeo* 

Laude  nova  veteres  nobilitavit  avos, 

Hac  urna  fitus  in  parva,  tibi  furdioraula 
Intonat  hoc,  Ji  vis  vivere : difee  mon” 

Andrew  (q)  Melvil  is  the  reputed  Author  of  thefe  Verfes. 

Joann  is  (r)  Metellani,  Thirlftoni  Domini,  Scotias  quondam  Cancellarii, 
Epigrammata  Latina.  Del.  Poet,  Scot.vol.  II.  138.  Amft.  1637,  in  i2mo.,a 

i.  e. 

The  Latin  Epigrams  of  John  Maitland,  Lord  Thirleftane,  formerly 
Chancellor  of  Scotland.  Among  the  Delights  of  the  Scots  Poets,  Vol.  II. 
138.  Amft.  1637,  in  i2mo. 

In  the  above  Cohesion*  are  fatirical,  complimentary  ? and  humour-* 

ous ; 

(pj  Berkenh.  Biogr.  Lit.  373,  n, 

{q)  M‘Kenzie,  ut  supra,  420,  calc. 

(r)  M‘Kenzie’s  Lives  of  the  Scottish  Writers,  III.  421,  and  yet  it  is  said,  that  MeL 
ville,  who  wrote  the  Memoirs,  was  his  personal  enemy.  See  Edinb.  Mag.  V,  426,  a* 
Old  Series , Edit.  1787. 

(r)  M‘Kensie’s  Lives  of  Scotch  Writers,  III.  423,  Berkenh.  Biogr.  Lit. 


ous;  among  the  former,  I confider  the  following  (s)  Epigram  on  the 
Matter  of  (t)  Gray  : 

( u ) Sis  Paris,  an  Grams  dubito ; pulchelle,  videos 
Effe  Paris,  forma,  marte,  et  amore,  pari, 

Fax  etiam  patriae,  nec  fato  aut  omine  differs 
Gr^eca  tamen  Graiurn  te  docet  effe  [x]  Hdes. 


Among  the  fecond,  we  clafs  the  following  Epigrams : 

Ad  (y)  TYCI-IONEM  ipfum. 

Tycho  (z)  naturae  tot  mira  atque  abdita  pandis, 

Ut  fis  nature  filius  atque  parens. 

In  effigiem  (a)  Tychonis  Brahas,  ad  pi£lorem, 

Fac  tibi  dent  Superi,  pi£tas  animare  figuras, 

Hunc  tamem  effigie  aut  arte  referre  nequis  ; 
Majeftafque  oris  nulla  eft  imitabilis  arte; 

Nec  tantum  Heroem  parva  tabella  capit. 


Ad  (b)  EUN  DEM. 

Do£la  (c)  quidem,  fed  manca  tamen,  nara  plurima  deluut 
Digna  coli  ; virtus,  mens,  decor,  ingenium  : 


Humana 


(j J Dalrymp.  Notes  on  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  y* 

(/)  This  was  Patrick  Gray,  Master  of  Gray,  and  one  of  the  Extraordinary  Lords  of 
Session.  Dalrymp.  Cat.  5.  Beats.  P.  Ind.  II.  84, 

(u)  Dalrymp.  ut  supra. 

(x)  R.  Johnst.  Rer.  Brit.  Hist.  Lib.  IV.  222. 

(jy)  M‘Kenzie,  III.  417. 

(2)  This  Epigram  was  upon  Tycho  Brahe’s  picture.  Id.  ib.  The  celebrated  Danish 
Astronomer,  the  Hipparchus  of  his  age.  Playf.  Biogr.  Ind.  Art.  “ Brahe.” 

( a ) This  was  also  upon  his  picture.  M‘Kenzie,  ut  supra. 

( b ) This  is  addressed  to  Brahe’s  Portrait  Painter,  as  well  as  the  last.  Id.  ib. 

( c ) Id. ib. 


Humana  hxc  non  arte  queunt  nec  mente  referri 
Vis  veram  effigiem  pengere,  junge  Deum. 


Among  the  third  and  laft  the  following : 

In  (d)  URANIA  M. 

Ouod  Jovis  alta  domus,  quicquid  natura  vel  orb  is, 

Alter  et  orbis  habeat,  merum  opus  Urania, 

Eft  merito  divifa  orbi,  quam  non  capit  orbis ; 
iEmula  naturae  haec,  aemulus  ipfe  Jovi. 

We  have  inferted  the  above  Epigrams,  in  this  our  Memoir,  in  or- 
der to  let  the  reader  know,  what  an  excellent  turn  of  wit,  what  a 
happy  genius,  and  what  a politenefs  of  Rile  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Maitland  had. 

He  (e)  knew  how  to  pay  his  Court  by  his  Poetry ; for  he  was  fo 
courteous  as  to  make  a tranOation  of  the  Epitaph  on  Sir  Philip  Sid- 
ney, by  King  (/)  James,  and  of  His  (g ) Majefty  s own  (h)  Sonne i , his 
tranOation  runs  thus : 

Infano  (?)  tumida  gentes  coiere  rumultu, 

Aufe,  infigne  nefas,  bello  ( k ) ultra  coiere  tonantem. 

Mars 


(d)  On  Tycho  Brahe’s  Observatory.  McKenzie’s  Scots  Writers,  III.  417, 

(e)  Dalrymp.  Notes  on  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  9. 

(/)  See  Berkenh  Biogr.  Lit.  393,  n. 

( g ) Edinb.  Mag.  I.  122.  Old  Series,  Edit.  1773. 

(h)  Dalrymp.  and  Edinb.  Mag.  ut  supra. 

(i)  Edinb.  Mag.  ut  supra. 

( k ) 1 doubt  the  Chancellor  has  here  transgressed  the  metrical  law  ; I know  of  no 
authority  for  the  last  syllable  in  ultro  being  made  short. 


Mars  fefe  accinxlt;  ( ) metuenda  tot  agrnina  nunquam 
Idfa  ferunt ; properare  truces  miro  ordine  turrnae  : 

Nofque  mari  et  teria  faevo  claufere  duello, 

Exitium  diia  pie  minantes  ftrage  ruinam  : 

I rita  fed  trifti  lucent  conamina  fine  : 

o 7 

Nam  laceras  jecit  ventus  ludibria  puppes, 

Et  meiTit  rapidis  turgefcens  montibus  asquor. 

Felix  communi  qui  evafit  clade  fuperfles, 

Dum  reliquos  mifero  deglutit  abyffus  hiatu ! 

Qui  vis  tanta  cadit  ? quis  totque  ftupenda  peiegit  \ 

Vanos  Jova  facro  conatus  rifit  Oiympo. 

(/)  It  was  difficult  to  breathe  any  poetical  spirit  into  such  a prosaic  lump  ; what  could 
a Translator  make  of  a line  like  this 

“ The  like  whereof  was  never  seen  they  say” 

* the  Chancellor  has,  however,  made  a decent  hemestic  out  of  it,  which  is  the  words 
marked  in  Italic  in  the  Text. 
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Prefident  G ILMO  R E. 


SlR  John  Gilmore,  of  (a)  Craigmillar,  a Scotch  Advocate,  who 
had,  at  the  Refloration  of  King  Charles  the  Second  to  his  kingdoms, 
the  more  (b)  credit,  having  always  favoured  the  King’s  fide  ; he  ob~ 
ferved  upon  the  A61  of  Parliament,  which  then  palled,  which  aflerted 
the  King’s  power  of  the  Militia,  on  the  arming  and  levying  the  fui> 
jefls,  that  as  the  A61  was  worded,  the  King  might  require  all  the  fub- 
jefls  to  ferve  at  their  own  charge,  and  might  oblige  them,  in  order 
to  the  redeeming  themfelves  from  ferving,  to  pay  whatever  might  be 
fet  on  them  ; to  which  Gilmore  made  fuch  an  oppofition,  that  it 
could  not  pafs  till  a provifo  was  added  to  it,  that  the  kingdom  fhould 
not  be  obliged  to  maintain  any  force  levied  by  the  King,  otherwife  than 
as  it  fhould  be  agreed  to  by  Parliament,  or  in  a Convention  ofEftates ; 
had  it  not  been  for  this  opportune  and  fpirited  oppofition  of  Gil- 
more, the  propofed  A 61  of  Parliament  in  queftion,  would  have 
ruined  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

He  was  appointed  (c)  Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Seffion,  (which  is  the 
Supreme  (d)  Court  of  Juftice)  immediately  after  the  Refloration,  viz, 
1 June,  1661,12  Car.  II.  Sir  John  foon  (<?)  after  he  was  in  poffeffion 
of  this  high  office,  gave  an  applauded  inflance  of  his  impartiality,  in  the 
bold  (/)  (land  he  was  pleafed  to  make,  in  behalf  of  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, the  (g)  eighth  Earl,  and  firfl  Marquis  of  Argyle  of  that  name  and 

family, 

{a)  Dalrymp.  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  12.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  XL  7 6,  ■ 

(b)  Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  I 116. 

(c)  Dalrymp.  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Session,  12.  Beats,  Pol.  Ind.  II,  76. 

[cl'j  Burn.  Hist.  O.  L.  I.  124.  St.  Tr,  I L 4-^9> 

(e)  Id.  ib.  (f)  Dal.  ut  supra. 

(g)  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  40,  a.  calc.  Peer.  Scotl.  30.  Edit.  1767, 


family,  and  it  will  always  be  (h)  remembered  to  his  honour;  on  the  trial 
which  was  for  treafon,  and  came  on  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland, 
in  the  year  (?)  1661,  13  Car.  II.  upon  an  attempt  to  convict  the  noble 
prifoner  of  the  murder  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  by  prefumption 
and  precedent,  Gilmore  declared,  he  (k)  abhorred  the  attainting  a 
man  upon  fo  remote  a prefumption,  as  that  adduced,  and  looked  upon 
it  to  be  lefs  juftifiable,  than  the  much  decried  attainder  of  the  Earl  of 
(7)  Strafford;  fo  Sir  John  undertook  the  argument  againft  the  Earl 
of  (m)  Middleton,  and  had  fo  clearly  the  better  of  him,  that  although 
the  Parliament  was  fo  fet  againft  the  Marquis,  that  every  thing  was  like 
to  pafs,  that  might  blacken,  yet,  when  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  the  noble 
prifoner  was  acquitted,  as  to  that,  by  a great  majority. 

Gilmore  prefided  at  the  head  of  the  Court  of  Seffion  ten  years 
with  great  dignity  and  ability,  viz.  until  17  January,  1671-2,  23  Car. 
II.  at  which  time  he  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  David  (n)  Dalrymple,  Vif- 
count  (?)  Stair. 

His  character  as  a pleader,  is  thus  drawn  by  Sir  George  (p)  Mac- 
kenzie : 

“ Gilmorium  fine  nllo  Juris  Chilis  auxilio  dociiffimus , raro  miraculo 
did  poterat ; ingenioque  fuo  praxin  Fori  Scolicani  Juri  etiam  Romano 
cequabat , ilium  Jura  potius  ponere , an  am  de  Jure  refpondere  dixijjes ; 
eique  (q)  appropinquabant  client es  tanquam  judici  potius  quam  advocato  ; 

quaf 

{ h ) Dalrymp.  ut  supra. 

( i ) St.  Tr.  II.  41 3,  VII.  421 . 

( k ) Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  I.  124.  St.  Tr.  II.  429,  b. 

(/)  Sec  St.  Tr.  I.  723. 

(m ) See  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  487. 

( n)  Dalrymp.  Cat.  ut  supra,  13.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  76. 

(0)  See  his  article  in  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  638. 

(p)  In  his  “ Idea  eloquentiae  Forensis.”  Dalrymp.  Notes  to  Cat.  of  Lords  of  Ses- 
sion 21.  Nicol.  Scot.  Hist.  Libr.  113,  114.  James  Boswell,  (Doctor  Johnson’s  cee 
lebrated  Biographer)  calls  this  performance,  “ CharaBeres  advocatorum ” Johnson 
allows  Sir  George  power  of  mind,  and  that  he  understood  very  well  what  he  tells  ; but 
said,  there  was  too  much  declamation,  and  that  the  Latin  was  not  corre£L  See  Bosw. 
Journa  or  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  210,  21  x.  Edit.  1786. 

( q J The  Dobtor  finds  fault  with  the  word  appropinquabant.  Bosw.  Journ.  ut  supra, 

21 1,  we  have  translated  it  ( ( consulted 


quafi  alter  etiam  Hercules  nodofd  et  nulla  arte  per polit a clava  adverfarios 
proflravit ; fine  rhetorica  eloquens,  fine  Liter  is  do  cl  us ; oppofuit  ei  Pro _ 
videntia  Nijbctum , qui  fummd  doPlrind , confummatdque  eloquent  id  ^ ut 
jnflitiy  fcaly  in  yquilibrio  effent ; nimid  tamen  arte  femper  utensy  artem 
fuam  fufpellam  reddehat , quoties  ergo  conflexerunt , penes  Gilmorium 
gloria  , penes  Nifbetum  palma  fuit%  quoniam  in  hoc  plus  artis  et  cultus 3 
in  illo plus  naturae  et  viriumP 

Gilmore  might  be  faid  to  be  mod  learned,  though  unaflided  with 
the  aid  of  the  Civil  law,  a Angular  indance  this,  and  as  it  were  mira- 
culous ; his  own  natural  endowments  made  him  equally  converfant  in 
the  practice  of  the  Scotifh  judicature,  as  in  that  of  the  Romans ; he 
might  be  faid,  rather  to  lay  down  the  law,  than  to  refolve  quedions 
in  it;  his  clients  confulted  him  rather  as  a fudge,  than  an  Advocate  . 
he  prodrated  at  his  feet,  as  a fecond  Hercules,  the  adverfe  parties, 
with  his  knotted  club,  unfmoothedby  any  art;  he  was  eloquent  with- 
out rhetoric,  learned  without  literature  ; Providence  pitted  him  with 
Nifbet  (who  argued  caufes  with  immenfe  learning,  and  confummate 
eloquence)  in  order  to  make  the  fcaies  of  fudice  even;  but  by  ge- 
nerally making  ufe  of  too  much  art,  he  made  it  fufpicious : as  often, 
therefore,  as  they  contended,  Gilmore  had  the  glory , Nifbet  the 
vidlory ; from  the  latter  having  the  mod  art  and  education,  the  for- 
mer the  mod  natural  drength. 

It  is  hard  to  fay,  according  to  Sir  David  (r)  Dalrymple,  what  Sir 
George  ALKenzie  means  by  the  (s)  antithefis  gloria  and  palma , in 
the  original  characters  of  the  modern  (t)  lawyers  of  Scotland,  made 
by  Sir  George  ALKenzie,  the  late  learned  Lord  Advocate  of  that 
kingdom,  in  part  of  a fpeech  delivered  by  him,  in  his  famous  book 
of  Eloquence,  cited  by  us  above,  under  the  title  of  u Idea  Eloquently 
ForenfisP 

Bofwell  tried  ( V ) Johnfon  with  the  oppofition  between  gloria  and 
palma , in  the  cornparifon  between  Gilmore  and  Nifbet,  which  Lord 

Hailes, 

(r)  Dalrym.  Cat.  ut  supra. 

( s ) See  the  Explanation  of  this  Rhetorical  figure,  in  Chamb.  Cyclopaedia, 

{ t ) Nicols,  Scot.  Hist.  Libr,  113.  ( u ) Bosw.Journ.au, 


Halles,  in  his  Catalogue  of  the  Lords  of  Seffion  thinks  difficult  to 
be  underflood  ; the  words  are,  u penes  ilium  gloria^  penes  hunc palmaj' 
in  a ffiort  account  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  which  Bofwell  had  pub- 
hfhed  fome  years  before,  he  applied  thofe  words  to  the  two  contending 
parties,  and  explained  them  thus  : the  popular  party  has  moil  elo- 
quence, Dr.  Robertfon’s  party  moil  influence;  Boiwell  was  very  de- 
iirous  to  hear  Dr.  Johnfon’s  explanation  ; the  DoCtor  faid,  that  he  faw 
no  difficulty — Gilmore  was  admired  for  his  parts,  Niibet  carried  his 
caufe  by  his  fldll  in  law;  palma  is  vidlory. 

We  take  leave  to  offer  and  fubmit  with  great  deference  (as  we 
ought  after  the  opinion  of  fuch  eminent  critical  characters)  our  inter- 
pretation on  the  fubjeCl  in  queflion  ; which  is,  that  though  the  laurels 
of  vitlory  may  belong  to  Nifbet,  the  honour  remains  with  Gilmore 
—to  conclude  his  cha  rafter ; he  was  an  (x)  eminent  lawyer,  and  a 
man  of  great  integrity. 


(x)  Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  I.  n6u 
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The  EARL  of  TRAQUAIR. 


JoHN  STEWART,  of  Traquair  in  (a)  Peeblefhire,  North  Bri- 
tain, was  the  only  fon  and  heir  of  John  Stewart  of  Caverdon,  in  the 
fame  Shire,  by  his  wife  Margaret,  daughter  of  Andrew,  mailer  of 
Ochiltree,  both  in  that  Kingdom,  and  was  bom  in  1599;  he  was 
liberally  educated,  and  when  a young  man,  reprefented  the  county 
of  Tweedale,  in  the  Parliament  of  19  Jac.  1.  A.D.  1621.  where  he 
foon  difplayed  his  extraordianary  talents,  and  was  knighted  by  King 
James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland,  and  Fil'd  of  England,  and  called  to  his 
Privy  (b)  Council. 

Upon  the  acceffion  of  Charles  L Sir  John  was  made  Treafurer  De- 
pute, and  one  of  his  Privy  (c)  Council,  being  a great  favorite  with  this 
Monarch;  and  on  19  April,  1628,  4 Car.  1.  he  was  raifed  to  the 
peerage  of  (d)  Scotland,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Stewart,  of  Traquair, 
Lord  Linton,  and  Caverston  ; and  on  22  June,  1633,  9 Car.  1. 
his  Lordfhip  was  created  Earl  [e)  of  Traqu  air,  by  patent  of  this 
date,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male  for  ever,  they  bearing  the  name  and 
(f)  arms  of  Stewart. 

On  the  trial  of  John  Balmerino,  Lord  B.  in  Scotland,  on  3 Dec. 
1634.  10  Car.  1.  for  a libel,  in  the  Court  of  Judiciary  (g)  in  that 
kingdom,  our  Earl  was  (h)  Chancellor  of  the  allize,  or,  as  we  fay 
here,  foreman  of  the  Jury;  Lord  B.  was  found  (i)  guilty,  but  par- 
doned (k)  through  his  Lordfhip’s  interceffion. 

This  year  Earl  Traquair  was  made  Lord  high  (1)  Treafurer  of 

Scotland, 

t 

(a)  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  17.  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  677.  b.  (b)  Dougl.  Peer. 

Scotl.  674.  b.  (c)  Clar.  Rebel.  III.  299.,  (d)  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  7. 

(c)  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  II.  674.  b.  (/)  Arms,  Crest,  Supporters  and  Motto 

are  in  Dougl.  677.  b.  (g)  St.  Tr.  I.  407.  ( h ) St.  Tr.  I.  458.  b.  (i)  St.  Tr. 

1.  458.  b.  Rushw.  Hist.Coll.il.  281.  (k)  Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  I.  25.  fl)  Beats. 

Pol.  Ind.  II.  62.  Burnet’s  Mem.  Dukes  of  Hamilton.  148.  Rushw. Hist.  Coll.  III.  949. 
Rap.  Hist,  Engl.  VII.  506.  507. 


Scotland,  viz*  12  Car.  1.  and  in  the  year  1639.  15  Car.  1.  his  Ma-* 
jelly  was  pleafed,  on  account  of  the  many  proofs  he  had  of  this  his 
noble  fervant’s  loyalty  and  fidelity,  to  conRitute  him  his  high  Coin- 
ing lion  er  both  to  the  {in)  Parliament,  and  to  the  General  Affembly  of 
the  (n)  Kirk  of  Scotland;  in  which  exalted  Rations,  Traquair 
aliened  the  King’s  Prerogative,  with  fuch  firmnefs  and  intrepidity, 
that  it  occafioned  him  many  enemies,  even  amongft  the  molt  mode- 
rate, infomuch  that  Charles  was  obliged  to  difmifs  him,  which  he  did 
moil  unwillingly,  (0)  knowing  him  to  be  a faithful  minifter. 

In  the  Parliament  of  17  Car.  1.  A.  D.  1641.  this  great  Officer  of 
State  was  (j>)  impeached  of  treafon,  of  which  he  was  found  guilty, 
but  his  punifiiment  was  fubrnittcd  to  the  King,  who,  (q)  fatisfied 
that  his  only  crime  was  a Ready  adherence  to  his  MajeRy’s  (r)  in- 
tereR,  ordered  him  a pardon  under  the  Great  Seal,  wherein  was  fully 
narrated  an  ample  tefiimony  of  his  confummate  abilities,  and  fingular 
integrity  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  (s). 

Some  of  the  many  original  letters  of  the  King,  under  his  own  hand, 
atteRing  Earl  Traouair’s  attachment  and  uprightnefs  of  heart, 
may  be  read  in  Douglas,  which  fufficiently  demonRrate  how  unjuRly 
he  was  afperfed  by  the  factions  which  then  prevailed  ; (/)  even  his 
wife  advice  to  the  Crown,  brought  him  under  the  fcandal  of  dupli- 
city, but  he  was  cleared  from  this  fufpicious  imputation,  by  the  no- 
ble HiRorian.  (u) 

This 

(m)  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  95.  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  675.  a.  (n)  This  was  a 

most  villainous  and  rebellious  assembly ; they  were  dissolved  by  the  King;  but  they 
Continued  sitting,  by  their  own  authority,  and  did  many  of  the  most  illegal,  outrage- 
ous, and  unchristian  things  : they  suppressed  Episcopacy,  and  deprived  the  bishops, 
of  their  sees  and  privileges;  and  many  of  them  they  excommunicated,  merely  be- 
cause they  would  not  do  as  they  prescribed  to  them.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  96. 

(0)  Dougl.  675.  a.  fp)  A principal  cause  of  this  impeachment  was,  the  Earl’s 
having  procured  a Letter,  which  the  covenanters  in  Scotland  had  written  to  the  French 
King,  desiring  his  protection  and  assistance,  which  was  treason  by  the  Law  of  that 
Kingdom.  Burnet’s  Mem.  of  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton.  160.  Hume’s  Hist.  Engl.  VI, 
345.  Coke’s  Detect.  266.  ( q)  Dougl.  675.  a.  and  see  the  King’s  Letter  dated 

from  Newcastle,  17  Nov.  1646.  to  the  Earl  of  Lanerick,  in  Burn.  Mem.  296. 

(r)  His  integrity  to  the  King  was  without  blemish;  Clar.  Reb.  I.  108.  calc.  He 
was  invariably  attached  to  the  interest  of  the  Royal  Family,  on  which  account  he  sufT 
ered  great  and  many  hardships,  Dougl.  67 5.  a.  as  may  be  read  in  the  sequel  of  this  ar- 
ticle, ( sj  Dougl.  075.  4.  (tj  Penn,  Scptl,  II.  I?3,  (a)  Clar.  Reb,  I.  198* 


This  nobleman  underwent  many  (v)  Viciflitudes  of  fortune,  in 
feveral  public  tranfa&ions : after  the  Parliament  had  paired  (zv)  feri- 
tence  upon  him,  his  eftate  was  fequeftrated,  and  himfelf  (x)  banifned 
his  native  country,  North  Britain ; he  went  direftly  to  the  King  in 
England,  by  whom  he  was  moil  gracioufly  received.,  and  the  cor- 
refpondence  above  (y)  alluded  to,  (hews,  befides  other  letters  to  be 
met  with  (z)  elfewhere,  that  he  was  conftantly  trailed  and  employe 
ed  by  his  Majelty,  ever  after. 

This  year,  23  Car.  1.  the  Earl  was  permitted  to  conie  to  the  Par- 
liament of  Scotland,  where  he  ufed  all  his  interefl  to  raife  an  army  for 
the  King’s  relief,  then  a prifoner  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  in  the  county 
of  Southampton  ; he  levied  a regiment  of  horfe  at  his  own  expence^ 
and  with  his  fon  Lord  Linton,  marched  into  England,  and  fought  at 
their  head,  at  the  battle  of  Prefton,  in  1648,  24  Car.  1.  (which  year 
proved  fo  fatal  to  the  King)  where  they  were  both  taken  prifoners,  the 
aged  Earl  was,  by  order  of  the  Englifh  Parliament,  confined  in 
Warwick  Caftle  for  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period^ 
being  deprived  of  all  his  poffeffions,  he  led  a (aa)  miferable  life. 

Though  Traquair  highly  difpleafed  the  King  by  his  fubfcrip^ 
tion  of  the  Covenant,  yet  he  convinced  his  Majelty  of  the  neceffity 
he  was  under  for  fo  (bb)  doing;  and  befides,  his  impeachment ; his 
convitlion  by  the  popular  party ; his  imprifonment ; the  fequeftration 
of  his  ellates ; and  his  dillrefsful  (cc)  poverty,  even  unto  death  ; all 
gave  full,  but  unfortunate  teilirnony  of  his  untainted  (dd)  loyalty. 

The  Earl  (ee)  married  the  Lady  Catherine  Carnegie,  the  third 

daughter 

(v)  At  one  time  the  Lord  Treasurer  going  to  tile  Council  house  at  Edin- 
burgh, was  tli row n down  by  the  throng,  his  hat,  cloak,  and  white  staff  taken  front 
him.  Whitl.  Mem.  Engl.  Aff.  26.  a.  and  at  another  time  all  the  pulpits  and  streets 

were  full  of  Traqu air’s  praises.  Burn.  Mem.  158. 

The  only  ground  of  the  heavy  judgment  in  Parliament,  against  the  Earl  of 
Traqu air  was,  that  having  been  the  King’s  Commissioner  in  Scotland,  he  gave  ac- 
count to  him,  of  transactions,  and  of  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom,  at  the  Council  Table  in 
England.  Clar.  Reb.  Ill . 299-  (*J  Dougl.  676. 

(y J Dougl.  675.  (*)  In  Burn.  Mem.  296.  (da)  Dougl.  676. 

(bb J Burn.  Mem.  158.  160.  ( cc)  One  Historian  informs  us,  that  he  suffered 

such  a reverse  of  fortune,  that  he  himself  saw  him  so  reduced,  that  he  wanted  bread* 
and  was  under  the  sad  necessity  of  becoming  a common  beggar.  Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  I. 
23,  24.  in  the  public  streets  of  Edinburgh,  in  which  city  he  had  formerly  lived  in  such 
teplendor  and  affluence*  (dd)  Penn.  Scotl.  II.  123#  (ee)  Dougl.  6j6t  a* 


daughter  of  the  ten  {ff)  children  of  David  Carnegie,  the  ftrfl  Earl  of 
Southefk,  by  whom  he  had  five  (gg)  children,  viz.  a fon  and  four 
daughters*  [hh)  and  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1659,  aged  fixty. 
and  what  is  grievous  to  add,  abtually  of  hunger:  (//)  the  reader  can- 
not therefore  poflibly  expebl  any  interefling  particulars  re  fpe  fling  the 
fepulchre  of  fuch  an  objefl  of  pity  and  charity. 

The  Earl  was  a man  of  extraordinary  natural  parts,  and  of  great 
learning,  but  of  too  much  (kk)  craft;  he  was  confidered  the  mofl 
capable  man  for  bufmefs,  and  the  befl  fpeaker,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland;  he  was  alfo  remarked  for  his  fteadinefs,  and  for  being  a 
complete  (ll)  ftatefman  ; and  without  (mm)  doubt,  not  inferior  to  any 
of  the  Scotch  Nation,  in  wifdom,  integrity,  and  dexterity,  (nn) 

(j^)  Dougl.  633.  634.  (ggj  For  their  respective  marriages  and  issue,  see  Dougt. 

676.  a.  ( hh)  Dougl.  676.  b.  ( li ) Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  I.  24.  (kk)  Dough. 

674.  b.  (ll)  Burn.  Hist.  O.  T.  I.  24.  ( mm)  Dough  674.  b* 

(nn)  Clar.  Reb.  1. 108,  calc  a 


• Trotter  sc 

David  ersiome  Second  Lord  Carbross. 

i636. 
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ARTHUR  JOHNSTON,  M.  (a)  D. 


Was  born  in  the  year  1641,  17  Car.  I.  at  Cafkieben,  near  Aher- 
deen,  North  Britain,  the  feat  of  his  anceftors,  and  probably  was  edu* 
cated  at  (b)  Aberdeen,  as  his  portrait  is  extant  in  the  Newton  College 
of  Aberdeen,  by  Jamefone,  and  as  he  was  afterwards  advanced  to  the 
highe ft  dignity  in  that  Univerfity ; the  ftudy  he  chiefly  applied  himfelf 
to  was  phyfic,  and  to  improve  himfelf  in  that  fcience,  he  travelled  into 
foreign  parts;  he  was  twice  at  Rome,  but  the  chief  place  of  his  refi- 
dencewas  Padua;  in  which  Univerfity  the  degree  of  M.  D.  was  con- 
ferred on  him,  in  1610,  8 Jac.  I.  as  appears  by  a MS.  copy  of  Yerfes 
in  the  Advocate’s  library  at  Edinburgh  ; after  leaving  Padua,  he  tra- 
velled through  the  reft  of  Italy,  and  over  Germany,  Denmark,  Eng. 
land,  Holland,  and  other,  countries  ; and  at  length  fettled  in  France, 
where  he  met  with  great  applaufe  as  a Latin  (c)  poet;  and  was  Lau- 
reated  at  Paris,  when  he  was  (d)  about  twenty  years  of  age;  he 
lived  there  twenty  years,  and  by  two  wives  had  thirteen  children ; 
after  twenty-four  years  abfence,  he  returned  into  Scotland,  in  1632, 
8 Car.  I.  It  appears  by  the  Council  books  at  Edinburgh,  that  the 
Doctor  had  a fuit  at  law,  before  that  Court  about  that  time  ; in  the 
year  following,  it  is  very  well  known,  that  Charles  I.  went  into  Scot- 
land, and  made  Bifliop  Laud,  then  with  him,  a Member  of  that 
Council ; and  by  this  accident,  it  is  probable,  that  an  acquaintance 
began  between  the  Doctor  and  that  Prelate,  which  produced  his 

u Pfalmorum 

(a)  Encyclopedia  Eritannica,  IX,  303.  Grang.  II.  313. 

( b J Encyclo.  Brit,  ut  supra. 

(c ) Grang.  ut  supra* 

( d ) He  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  Latin  Poets  among  the  moderns.  Grang.  at 
supra. 


u Pfalmonim  (e)  Davidis  paraphrafum  poet  lamp 

for  we  find  that  in  the  lame  year,  the  Doctor  printed  a fpecimen  of 
his  Pfalms  at  London,  and  dedicated  them  to  his  Lordfhip, 

Mr.  Pope  feems  to  have  read  Johnston’s  (f)  Pfalms,  but  lie  cer- 
tainly mentions  him,  with  much  lefs  refpeft  than  he  deferves,  fpeak- 
ing  of  Benfon,  he  fays, 

• « < 

On  two  unequal  crutches  propt  he  came, 

Milton's  on  this,  on  that  one  Johnston’s  name. 

He  proceeded  to  perfeH  (g)  the  whole,  which  took  him  up  four 
years,  and  the  firll  complete  edition  was  publifhed  at  Aberdeen  in 
1637,  13  Car.  I.  and  at  London,  the  fame  year;  in  1641,  17  Car.  I. 
Doctor  Johnston  being  at  Oxford  onavifitto  one  of  his  daughters, 
who  was  married  to  a Divine  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  that  place^ 
was  feized  with  a violent  diarrhea,  of  which  he  died  in  a few  days, 
aged  fifty* four  ; not  without  having  feen  the  beginning  of  thofe 
troubles  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  his  patron;  he  was  buried  in  the 
place  where  he  died,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  following  lines  of 
his  learned  friend,  Wedderburn,  in  his  Sufpiria  on  the  Doctor’s 
death, 

u Scotia  dole , tanii  viduata  Jepulchro 

(i  Vatis ; in  Anglinenis  contigit  alt  us  honos . 

In  what  year  the  Doflor  Johnston  was  made  phyfician  to  King 
Charles  I.  does  not  appear;  it  is  mod  likely  that  the  Archbilhop  pro- 
cured him  that  honour,  on  his  coming  into  England  in  1633,  9 Car.  I* 
at  which  time  he  tranflated  Solomon’s  Song  into  Latin  Elegiac  Verfe, 
and  dedicated  it  to  his  Majefty  ; his  Pfalms  were  re-printed  at  Mid- 

dleburgh3 

( e ) This  is  his  capital  Work.  Grang.  ut  supra. 

(/)  Grang.  ut  supra, 

(£)  There  is  a complete  Edition  of  his  Works,  including  his  Version  of  the  Psalms^ 
and  the  “ Book  of  Job,3*  his  “ Parerga,  Epigrams,  &c.”  Id.  ib. 
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die  burgh?  1642,  18  Car.  I.  London,  165  7 5 during  the  Common** 
wealth;  Cambridge,  Amfterdam,  1706;  5 Anne,  Edinburgh  by 
William  Lauder,  1739,  13  Geo.  II.  and  laft  on  the  plan  of  the 
Delphin  (h)  daffies,  at  London,  1741,  15  Geo.  II.  8vo.  at  the  ex- 
pence of  Auditor  (7)  Benfon,  with  ( k ) an  Interpretation  and  Notes  for 
his  prefent  Majefty,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  to  whom  the  Auditor  de- 
dicated them,  and  not  to  the  late  King  George  the  Second,  as  is  faid 
in  a very  late  (7)  publication.  Doblor  Robert  Lowth,  late  Biffiop  of 
Oxford,  deceafed,  in  the  twenty-third  Preleclion,  66  De  facia  poefi 
Hebraeorum,”  i.  e.  66  Of  the  facred  poetry  of  the  Hebrews,”  has  in- 
troduced Joi-inston's  Verlion  of  the  Forty-fecond  Pfalm,  in  this  man- 
ner, (m)  “ 1 will  recite  to  you,  from  the  metaphrafe  of  Arthur 
Johnston,  which  would  have  been  very  elegantly  and  faithfully  in- 
terpreted, had  he  not  frequently  weakened  the  weight  both  of  matter 
and  words  by  a kind  of  metre  very  far  from  the  fublime,  but  in  the 
Elegiac  part,  he  in  general  has  fucceeded  very  happily.”  Benfon 
prefixed  to  this  Edition,  Memoirs  of  Dobior  Johnston,  with  the  tef- 
timonies  of  various  learned  perfons;  a laboured  coinparifon  between 
the  two  tranflations  of  (n)  Buchanan  and  Johnston,  was  printed 
the  fame  year,  in  Englifh,  in  8vo.  intituled 

« A 


fh)  Encylyop.  Brit,  ut  supra. 

fi ) Mr.  Benson,  in  his  Dissertation,  expresses  a particular  fondness  for  alliteration 
*n  poetry  ; he  is  said  to  have  been  much  pleased  with  these  Verses  on  Cardinal  Wolsey* 
when  repeated  to  him  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Translator  of  Virgil’s  riEniad, 

“ Begot  by  butchers,  and  by  Bishops  bred, 

4<  How  high  his  honour  holds  his  haughty  head.”  Grang.  ut  supra. 

( k ) Grang.  ut  supra.  (/)  Encyclop.  Brit,  ut  supra. 

( m ) “ Recitabo  eum  vobis  ex  metaprhasi  Arthuri  Johnstoni,  satis  elegantis  et  hdi  in- 
terpretis,  nisi  et  rerum  et  verborum  pondera  metri  genere  a sublimate  alienenessimo 
ssepe  fregisset ; in  materia  autemeligiaca,  ut  par  esc,  res  ei  feliciter  plerumque  videtur 
procedere.”  Grang.  II.  314,  n. 

( n ) Mr.  Benson  also  published  a Dissertation  on  Johnston’s  Version  of  the 
“ Psalms”  in  which  he,  without  scruple,  gives  the  preference  to  Buchanan's  ; as 
the  former  has  used  the  elegiac  measure  in  all  his  Psalms,  except  the  one  hundred  and 
nineteenth,  which  is  lyric  ; some  of  the  most  sublime,  especially  the  one  hundred  and 
fourth,  appear  to  a disadvantage,  in  comparison  with  Buchanan’s,  as  the  pentameter 
verse  is  anti  clima&erical.  Grang.  ut  supra . 


€C  A Prefatory  Difcourfe  to  Doftor  Johnston 9s  PJalms^  &c.”  and 
u A Conclufion  to  it? 

His  Tranflation  of  the  Te  Deum,  Creed,  Decalogue,  See.  were  fub. 
joined  to  the  Pfalms;  his  other  Poetical  Works  are  his  Epigrams ; his 
Parerga  ; and  his  Mufae  Anglicae,  or  Commendatory  Verfes,  upon 
perfous  of  rank,  in  Church  and  State  at  that  time. 

The  famous  ftatuary  Ryfbrack  made  a bull  of  this  Scotch  Poet  in 
marble,  and  George  Vertue  in  brafs;  it  is  a frontifpiece  to  his  (o) 
Pfalmi  Davidici/’  Quarto  1741.  Vandergutch  engraved  one  in 
Quarto,  after  the  bull  by  Ryfbrack,  but  better  executed  than  the  for- 
mer;  there  is  another  by  Vandergutch,  in  Oblavo : the  buft  from 
which  Vandergutch  did  the  heads  of  Johnston,  belonged  to  William 
Benfon,  the  Auditor  of  the  Imprefts. 

(0 J Walp.  (Earl  Orford),  Anec.  of  Paint.  II.  187.  Penn.  Scotl.  I.  138.  Edinbe 
Mag.  (Old  Series)  V.  31,  a.  Grang.  Biogr.  Engl.  II.  313. 


London:  Published.  7 JanM  iytC)9  ,bi/  Robert  Wilkinson  7VFS8  Cornlrill  . 
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FLETCHER,  of  Saltoun, 


.NDREW  FLETCHER  off.;)  Saltoun,  in  Eaft  (b)  Lothian,  of 
the  county  of  (c)  Haddington,  North  Britain,  was  the  eldeft  (d)  fon 
of  Sir  Robert  (e)  Fletcher  of  Saltoun  and  InnerpefFer,  and  the  fifth 
in  lineal  defcent  from  Sir  Bernard  Fletcher,  in  the  county  of  ( f) 
York,  by  Catherine  Bruce,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Bruce,  of  Clack- 
mannan, whom  he  married  in  M.DCLL  (one  of  the  years  of  the 
Oliverian  Ufurpation.) 

By  his  paternal  defcent,  he  was  of  a family  truly  honourable,  being 
(g)  defcended  from  Sir  Barnard  Fletcher,  a fon  of  Fletcher,  of  Hat- 
ton, in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  Robert,  his  fon,  eftablifhed  him- 
felf  in  the  county  of  Tweedale.  Andrew,  the  fon  of  Robert,  was 
a merchant  at  Dundee,  in  the  county  of  Angus  or  Forfar.  David, 
the  fon  of  Andrew,  purchafed  the  eftate  of  Innerpeifer  in  that  county, 
and  married  a daughter  of  Ogilvie  of  Pourie,  and  by  her  had  three 
fons,  Robert,  Andrew  and  David.  Robert  died  1613,  11  Jac,  I. 
leaving  fix  fons,  Andrew,  James,  Provo  ft  of  Dundee;  Robert,  Laird 
of  Banch ; Sir  George  Fletcher  of  Reftinfl,  in  Anguihire;  and  two 
others,  who  both  died  in  their  infancy  ; Andrew  was  knighted  in  the 
year  1620,  18  Jac.  I.  he  fucceeded  his  father,  the  fame  year,  in  the 
eftate  of  Innerpeffer;  and  bought  the  eftate  of  Saltoun,  in  Eaft  Lo® 
thian,  in  the  year  1643,  19  Car.  I.  which  had  recently  given  title  to 

the 


(a)  Earl  Buchan’s  Essays  on  the  Lives  and  Writings  of  Fletcher,  of  Saltoun* 
and  the  Poet  Thomson,  8vo.  Edit.  1792.  From  this  Publication,  as  the  Reader  may 
observe  by  the  references,  the  principal  part  of  this  Memoir  is  compiled;  the  same 
references  will  shew  what  parts  are  taken  from  other  books. 

(b)  Buch.  8,  48,  66.  (c)  Id.  2-1.  ( d ) Id,  6 

(e)  Id.  5.  (/)  Id.  Ib.  (£)  Id.  6j. 


the  Lords  Abernethy  of  Sahoun  ; Andrew  was  one  of  the  (b)  Sena- 
tors of  the  College  of  Jud:  ice  in  Scotland,  by  the  title  of  Lord  (/) 
Jrmerpeffer;  and  he  was  one  of  thofe  feven  truly  magnanimous  Scots, 
who  nobly  diflented  from,  and  protcftecl  againft  furrendering  King 
Cl  varies  (k)  the  Firft  to  the  army  of  the  Engliih  Parliament,  at 

Newcaftle,  with  David,  Lord  Cardrofs,  who  thought  the  King  de- 

ferved  to  bepunifhed,  but  not  by  thofe,  to  whom  he  had  entrufted 
the  care  of  his  protection.  Lord  InnerpefFer  died  (/)  in  M.D.CL. 

(another  of  the  years  of  the  Oliverian  Ufurpation,)  and  was  the  fa- 

ther of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  who  was  the  father  of  our  pa- 
triot, Andrew  (m)  Fletcher. 

By  his  maternal  defcent,  he  was  of  the  (n)  Royal  race  of  Bruce., 
the  patriarch  of  the  family  of  Clackmannan  ; having  been  the  third 
fon  of  Robert  de  Bruce,  Lord  of  Annandale,  grandfather  of  Robert 
de  Bruce,  king  of  the  Scots. 

An  drew  Fletcher,  the  fubjedt  of  my  prefent  inquiry,  was  born 
in  M.DCL.III.  one  of  the  years,  in  the  arch  rebel  and  traitor  Oliver 
Cromwell’s  Protectorate ; Fletcher  was  but  in  his  early  youth, 
when  he  had  the  misfortune  (o)  to  lofe  bis  father,  by  whom  he  was 
deflined,  on  his  death  bed,  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  then 
ReCtor  of  the  pari  ill  of  Saltoun,  afterwards  Biiliop  of  (p)  Salifbury5 
well  known  by  his  political  zeal  and  interefting  writings ; from  Bur- 
net he  received,  as  might  have  been  expected,  a very  pious  and  learn- 
ed education,  and  was  ftrongly  (q)  imbued  with  erudition  and  princi- 
ples of  a free  government,  which  were  congenial  to  him,  as  well  ag 

to 


( h ) Sir  Andrew  Fletcher  was  appointed  one  of  the  Ordinary  Lords  of  Session,  r8  Dec. 
1623,  21  jac.  I.  in  the  room  of  John  Wemyss,  Laird  of  Craighton,  deceased  [DaL 
rym.  Cat.  7,  8.  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  II.  79.]  after  having  sat  in  this  Judicature  twenty 

years,  he  was  amoved  in  consequence  of  an  Ordinance  of  Parliament,  in  M.DC.XLIX? 
(one  of  the  years  of  the  said  Usurpation)  for  what  was  then  termed  malignancy , and 
was  succeeded  by  Sir  James  Hope,  Laird  of  Hopetoun.  Dalrymp.  Cat.  10.  Notes 
thereto,  15,  16.  Beats.  Pul.  Ind.  II.  80. 

(i)  Beats,  ut  supra,  79  ; and  Dal.  ut  supra.  (k)  Buch.  6,  n.  66,  67. 

(/)  Id.  6,  n.  (///)  Id.  67.  ( n ) Id.  5.  ( 0 ) Id.  6. 

(p)  He  was  also  Preacher  at  the  P.olls,  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  I.  163. 

(q)  Ql°  seme!  est  imbuta  recens,  servabit  odorem,  Testa  diu.  Hor.  Ep.  I.  3. 
1,  69. 


to  the  reft  of  the  family  of  Fletcher,  and  efpoufed  by  his  mother,  and 
by  thofe  who  had  with  her  the  charge  of  his  nurture. 

When  he  had  completed  his  courfe  of  elementary  ftudies  in  Scot- 
land, under  the  care  of  his  excellent  preceptor,  he  was  fent  to  travel 
on  the  Continent;  he  was  from  his  infancy,  of  a very  fiery  and  un- 
controulable  temper;  but  his  difpofition  was  noble  and  generous;  he 
became  hrft  known,  as  a public  fpeaker,  and  a man  of  political  ener- 
gy, from  his  being  one  of  the  Commiffioners  in  the  Scotch  Parliament^ 
for  the  (hire  of  Eaft  Lothian,  when  the  Duke  of  York,  (afterwards 

King,  by  the  title  of  fames  the  Second)  was  Lord  High  Commiffioner, 

• • .!■ 

connebling  himfelf  with  the  Earl  of  (r)  Argyle,  in  oppofition  to  the 
Duke  of  (s)  Lauderdale’s  adminiftration,  and  the  arbitrary  defigns  of 
the  Court,  which  obliged  him  to  retire,  firft  into  England,  (/)  to  con 
fult  with  DoHor  Burnet,  and  afterwards,  by  his  advice  into  Holland  , 
he  was  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  Lords  of  the  Council  at  Editu 
burgh,  which  he  not  thinking  it  prudent  for  him  to  do,  he  was  outlawed 
and  his  eftate  confifcated. 

In  the  year  1683,  35  Car.  II.  he,  with  Robert  fu)  Baillie,  of  [ervif. 
wood,  came  into  England,  in  order  to  concert  meafures,  with  the 
friends  of  Freedom,  in  that  country  ; and  they,  Earl  (x)  Buchan  be- 
lieves, were  the  only  Scotfmen,  who  were  admitted  into  William, 
Lord  RufTei’s  Council  of  Six;  they  were  likewife  the  only  perfons 
in  whom  the  Earl  of  Argyle  confided  in  Holland,  the  common  mea~ 
fares  of  the  two  .countries,  which  were  then  concerted  with  much 
fecrecy  and  danger,  for  the  recovery  of  the  Conftitution  and  Liberties* 
of  the  Britifh  kingdoms. 

Fletcher  managed  his  part  of  the  negotiation  with  fa  much  ad- 
drefs  and  prudence,  that  Adminiftration  could  find  no  pretext  f'or 
feizing  him,  nor  could  they  fix  upon  him  any  articles  of  Impeachment, 
for  which  Mr.  Baillie,  of  Jervifwood,  was  (yj  condemned  and  fuffered 
capital  (z)  puniftiment;  on  Fletcher’s  going  back  to  the  Con- 
tinent* 

(r)  See  his  article  in  Dougl.  Peer.  Scot.  (j)  See  id.  ib.  (/)  Buch,  8* 

(u)  See  Dalr.  Mem.  1.86.  His  Trial  in  St.  Tr.  III.  io  n.  Dalr.  ib.  99, 

(*')  Essays,  See.  9.  (y)  St.  Tr.  III.  30,  26,  b.  calc. 

{a)  Buch.  Essays,  &c,  10. 


tincnt,  finding  no  profpedl  of  his  fafe  return  to  Britain,  he  dedicated 
his  leifuretime  to  foreign  travel,  to  the  ftudy  of  public  law,  and  po- 
litics. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1685,  1 Jac.  II.  Fletcher  came  to 
the  Hague,  to  alfift  at  the  deliberation  of  the  exiles  from  England, 
and  particularly  with  thofe  of  his  own  country,  in  order  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  oppohtion,  to  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  that  monarch; 
but  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  pofleffed  much  of  the  confidence  of 
the  party ; he  was  unaccommodating,  and  ran  extravagantly  on  the 
project  of  fetting  up  a Commonwealth  in  Scotland,  or  at  leaf!,  a 
Monarchy  fo  limited,  as  hardly  to  bear  any  refemblance  to  a king- 
dom; his  foul  was  fired  with  the  recollection  of  the  great  names  in 
the  Greek  Republics;  and,  like  all  men  of  confummate  abilities,  he 
wifhed  for  that  ftate  of  things  which  might  mark  the  fuperiority  of  his 
own  talents,  and  give  full  exercife  to  his  popular  powers.  Argyle’s  ex- 
pedition, concerted  at  that  time  with  Monmouth  and  the  party,  was 
the  moft  inviting  to  Fletcher;  but  being  diflatisfied  with  the  plan 
of  operations,  and  his  countrymen , who  enjoyed  Monmouth’s  confi- 
dence, he  went(£)  with  the  Duke;  and  was  one  of  the  mofl  eminent 
(c)  men,  who  attended  his  Grace,  in  his  expedition  to  Scotland,  in  this 
laid  year,  1685,  I.  Jac.  II.  with  a view  to  invade  England,  and  in 
whom  Monmouth  chiefly  confided,  and  from  which  he  endeavoured  to 
difluade  the  Duke. 

Fletcher  told  DoQor  Gilbert  (d)  Burnet,  that  Monmouth,  though 
a weak  young  man,  was  fenfible  of  the  imprudence  of  his  adventure, 
and  (e)  hefitated  till  he  was  (/)  urged  by  the  party,  moft  of  whom 
were  certainly  in  concert  with  the  Prince  of  (g)  Orange,  and  con- 
fidered  him  as  the  only  probable  inftrument  for  dethroning  King 

James 

(b)  Bitch.  Essays,  12. 

(c)  Dalrymp.  Mem.  I.  116.  ( d)  Hist.  O.T. — I.  631. 

(e)  Qui  deliberant  desciverunt,  said  Tacitus,  i.  e.  Those  who  hesitate,  revolt.  Sir 
Heneage  Finch,  when  Solicitor  General,  in  his  speech,  on  the  trial  of  Harrison,  one 
of  the  Regicides,  St.  Tr.  II.  3 10,  a.  calc,  gave  a bloody  interpretation  to  this  expres- 
sion, when  he  inferred,  that  “ to  doubt  or  besitatey  in  point  of  allegiance,  was  a dire£I 
treason  and  apostacy.”  Eden’s,  Princ.  Pen.  Law.  86. 

(/)  Buch.  Essays,  14.  (g)  Afterwards  William  the  Third. 


James  the  Second,  and  fupplanting  William  the  Third  in  his  views,  if 
the  attempts  were  delayed  till  the  Englifh  nation  fhould  become  def- 
perate  enough  to  overlook  the  doubts  that  Charles  the  Second  had 
confirmed,  by  his  declaration  in  Council  of  the  legitimacy  of  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth. 

Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  had  neither  coolnefs  nor  fufficient  political 
fubtlety  to  condu6t  himfelf  with  refpefd  to  his  own  private  emolu- 
ment; fired  by  the  hopes  of  a Revolution,  that,  from  the  infignifL 
cancy  of  Monmouth,  and  the  circumftances  of  his  ( h ) birth,  might 
produce  a Conftitution  of  government,  in  which  his  Republican  ta- 
lents, might  have  full  fcope,  he  at  firft  fell  in  warmly  with  the  fcheme 
of  Monmouth’s  landing ; but  afterwards  fufpefiling  probably  the  in- 
trigue  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  laid  afide  ; he 
told  Bifhop  (7)  Burnet,  (which  fupports  this  conje&ure)  that  Mon- 
mouth was  pufhed  on  to  it,  againft  his  own  fenfe  and  reafon,  and 
was  piqued  upon  the  point  of  honour,  in  hazarding  his  perfon  with 
his  friends;  this  unfortunate  Duke  intended  to  have  joined  Fletcher 
with  the  cowardly  Lord  (k)  Grey,  in  command  of  the  cavalry. 

But  an  unhappy  (/)  accident  made  it  not  convenient  for  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  to  keep  Fletcher  longer  about  him;  he  fent  him 
out  on  another  party,  and  not  being  yet  furnifhed  with  an  horfe,  took 
that  of  one  who  had  brought  him  a great  body  of  men  from  Taun- 
ton; he  was  not  in  the  way;  fo  Fletcher  not  feeing  him  to  afk  his 
leave,  thought  all  things  were  to  be  in  common  among  them,  that 
could  advance  the  fervice ; after  Fletcher  had  rid  about,  as  he  was 
ordered,  in  returning  the  owner  of  the  horfe  he  rode  on,  who  was  the 
(m)  Mayor  of  Lynn,  in  Norfolk  ; a rough  and  ill-bred  man,  re- 
proached him  in  very  injurious  terms,  for  taking  out  his  horfe  without 
his  leave;  Fletcher  bore  this  longer  than  could  have  been  expend- 
ed from  one  of  his  impetuous  temper;  but  the  other  perfifted  in  giv- 
ing 

( h ) A similar  circumstance  happened  respecting  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales* 
son  to  his  brother  Duke  ofYork,  afterwards  James  II.  See  Buch.  Ess.  13.  n.  and  calc. 

(i J Hist.  O.  T. — I.  631. 

( k ) See  Boll.  Ext.  Peer.  Engl.  134,  135.  (/)  Burn,  H.  O.  T.—I.  642. 

(m)  Buch.  Essays,  17, 18. 


ing  him  contumelious  (n)  language,  and  offered  a fwitch  ora  cane, 
upon  which  Fletcher  difcharged  his  piftol  at  him,  and  fatally  (loot 
the  Mayor  dead;  this  atrocious  a 61  of  violence  was  committed  againft 
the  laws  of  (o)  war,  and  in  the  hidden  heat  of  paffion  ; in  a fcuffle, 
according  to  Fletcher’s  Biographer,  the  Earl  of  (pj  Buchan,  who 
alfo  attefts,  in  favour  of  him,  that  the  horfe  in  queftion  was  impreffed 
by  his  party,  not  taken  by  himfeif,  as  the  Bifhop  has  it;  Buchan  ad- 
mits the  aft  to  have  been  unguarded,  unfoldierly  and  unjuftifiable 
and  that  it  muft  have  rendered  (q)  Fletcher’s  future  fervices  on 
the  expedition  of  fmall  confideration  to  Monmouth;  but  adds,  that 
the  unfortunate  fcuffle  was  not  the  occafion  of  Fletcher’s  leaving? 

o 

the  little  army;  Fletcher  (r)  went  and  gave  the  Duke  of  Mon„ 
mouth  an  account  of  the  tranfaftion,  who  faw  it  was  impoffible  to  keep 
him  longer  about  him,  without  difguftin.g  and  lofing  the  country 
people,  who  were  coming  in  a body  to  demand  jufiice ; fo  his  Grace 
advifed  Fletcher  to  go  aboard  a fhip,  and  to  fail  on  to  Spain,  whither 
file  was  bound/  by  this  means  he  was  preferved  for  that  time. 

The  account  (s)  given  by  Fletcher  himfeif  of  his  general  con- 
duft  at  this  time,  to  the  Earl  Marifchal  of  Scotland,  was,  that  he 
had  been  induced  to  join  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  on  principles  of  the 
Duke’s  Manifefto’s  in  England  and  Scotland,  particularly  by  the  laws 
promifed  for  the  permanent  fecurity  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  and 
of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  calling  of  a general  Congrefs  of 
Delegates  from  the  people  at  large,  to  form  a free  Conftitution  of  Go- 
vernment, and  not  to  pretend  to  the  throne  upon  any  claim,  except 
the  free  choice  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people;  that  when  Mon- 
mouth was  proclaimed  King  at  Taunton,  he  faw  his  deception,  and  re- 
folved  to  proceed  no  further  in  his  engagements,  which  he  confidered 
from  that  moment  as  treafon  againft  the  juft  rights  of  the  nation,  and 
treachery  on  the  part  of  Monmouth;  that  finding  himfeif  no  longer 
capable  of  being  ufeful,  he  left  Taunton  and  embarked  on  board  a 
veffel  for  Spain;  here  the  reader  muft  obferve  fome  difference  be- 


tween 


( n ) Burn,  ut  supra.  Buchan,  1 8. 

( o ) Buch.  Essays,  18. 

( r)  Burn.  H.  O.  T.-— I.  £42. 


(p)  Essays,  See.  1 8a  fq)  Id,  ib0 

(5)  Buch,  18. 


tween  the  account  of  the  Prelate  Burnet,  the  Hiftorian;  and  Earl 
Buchan,  Fletcher’s  profeffed  biographer;  for  the  former  tells  us 
that  Fletcher  went  aboard  in  the  charafler  of  a felon  and  a mur- 
derer ; the  latter  as  a patriot  and  a difgufted  friend . 

With  refpeH  (/)  to  Fletcher’s  forfaking  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
at  Taunton,  the  following  teftimony,  quoted  by  Echard,  ( u ) in  his 
Ilidory  of  England,  ought  (fay  his  noble  Biographer)  to  be  well 
weighed  and  confidered,  before  Fletcher  is  charged  with  criminal 
defertion. 

44  The  Duke  of  Monmouth  was  very  fenfible  of  his  precipitous  ad- 
venture into  England,  but  fullered  himfelf  to  be  over-ruled,  contrary 
to  both  the  dictates  of  his  judgment,  and  the  bias  of  his  inclination; 
for  could  he  have  been  allowed  to  have  purfued  his  own  fentiments  and 
refolutions,  he  intended  to  have  fpent  that  fummer  in  the  Court  of 
Swedeland ; but  from  this  he  was  diverted  by  the  importunity  of  the 
Earl  of  Argyle,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the  advice  of  Lord  Grey 
and  Mr.  Wade  ( contrary  to  the  def  res  of  Mr.  Fletcher  ‘and  Cap- 
tain (jy)  Matthews)  to  haften  to  England;  to  which  I can  fay,  (faith 
Mr.  Fergufon)  I had  the  lead  acceffion  of  any,  who  were  about  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth;  nor  would  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  after  his  own 
ominous  hade  fat  fail  for  Scotland,  till  he  forced  a promife  from  the 
Duke  of  embarking  for  England  within  fo  many  days  after ; which 
the  Duke,  rather  than  fuffer  his  honour  to  be  Rained,  complied  with 
as  far  as  weather  would  permit;  though  he  found  the  keeping  his 
word  to  interfere  with  his  intered,  as  well  as  all  the  principles  of 
prudence  and  clifcretion.”  Earl  {%)  Buchan’s  tendernefs  for  the  ad- 
mirers of  King  William  III.  and  his  regard  for  the  iiludrious  houfe  of 
Campbell,  would  not  allow  him  to  exprefs  what  he  fufpefled  in  the 
whole  of  this  tranfaflion  in  Holland;  the  defeendants  of  Monmouth 
need  not  regret  the  cowardice  and  perjury  of  Charles  the  Second* 
nor  the  failure  of  poor  Monmouth’s  attempt;  it  is  remarkable,  that 
the  heir  of  Monmouth  is  now  the  eventual  heir  general  of  that  very 

Earl 

(t)  Buch.  67. 

(u)  III.756.  ( y ) Son-in-law  to  the  unfortunate  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong, 

Dalr.  Mem.  I.  316.  (2)  Buch.  69, 


Earl  of  Argyle,  who  precipitated  the  ruin  of  his  patriarch  : — but 
now  to  return  from  this  digreffion,  and  to  continue  Fletcher’s  nar- 
rative of  his  general  condudl,  to  the  Earl  Marifchal  of  Scotland? 
where  we  left  off  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  fame. 

That  (<s)  foon  after  Fletcher’s  landing  in  Spain,  he  was  committed 
to  prifon  [ (*)  as  a felon  and  murderer , as  may  be  prefume d]  and  on 
application  of  the  Englifh  Minifler  at  Madrid,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
delivered  up,  and  conveyed  to  London  in  a Spanifh  veffel,  which 
was  manned  for  that  purpofe  [(*)  as  a Scotch  Tray  tor,  Rebel  and 
ajJaffiU)  and  not  as  a Patriot , as  may  be  again  prefumed.~\  But  to  proceed 
in  the  faid  narrative  of  Fletcher  to  the  Earl  Marfhal : That  one 
morning,  as  he  was  looking  penfvely  through  the  bar  of  his  dungeon, 
he  was  accofted  by  a venerable  perfon,  who  made  figns  to  fpeak  to 
him;  the  prifoner  fearching  if  any  paffage  could  be  found  for  his  ef- 
cape,  difcovered  a door  open,  at  which  he  was  met  by  his  deliverer, 
with  whom  he  paffed  unmolefted  through  three  guards  of  foldiers5 
who  were  faff  afleep;  and  without  being  permitted  to  return  thanks 
to  his  guide,  he  profecuted  his  efcape  with  the  aid  of  a perfon,  who 
feemed  to  have  been  fent  for  that  purpofe,  concerning  whom  he 
never  could  obtain  any  information;  that  difguiied  he  proceeded  in 
fafety  through  Spain,  where,  when  he  found  himfelf  out  of  all  ap- 
parent danger,  he  lingered,  and  amufed  himfelf  with  the  view  of  the 
country,  and  with  fludy  in  the  Conventual  Libraries,  and  having  pri- 
vately obtained  credit  by  bills  upon  Amllerdam,  he  bought  many  rare 
and  curious  books,  fome  of  which  are  preferved  in  the  Library  at 
Saltoun,  in  the  county  of  Haddington. 

That  he  had  made  feveral  very  narrow  efcapes  of  being  detected 
and  feized,  in  the  courfe  of  his  peregrinations  through  Spain,  particu- 
larly in  the  neighbourhood  (the  name  of  which  Lord  Marfhal  had  for- 
gotten) where  Fletcher  intended  to  have  paffed  the  night ; but  in 
the  fkirts  of  a wood,  a few  miles  diftant  from  them,  upon  entering  a 
road  to  the  right,  he  was  warned  by  a woman  of  very  refpeflable  ap- 
pearance, to  take  the  left-hand  road,  as  there  would  be  danger  in  the 

other 
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other  direction  ; upon  his  arrival,  he  found  the  citizens  alarmed  by 
the  news  of  a robbery  and  murder  on  the  road  againft  which  he 
had  been  cautioned;  fome  time  after  his  efcape,  Fletcher’s  active 
genius  lead  him  to  ferve  as  a volunteer  in  the  Hungarian  war,  where 
he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  gallantry  and  military  talents ; but  the 
glory  which  he  might  have  acquired  in  arms,  had  he  ferved  long 
enough  to  have  obtained  a command,  he  cheerfully  facrificed  to  the 
fafety  of  his  country. 

Perfuaded  that  the  liberties  of  Britain,  if  not  of  all  Europe,  hung 
upon  the  iffue  of  the  defign,  then  in  contemplation  at  the  Hague,  for 
a Revolution  in  England,  and  having  learned  that  it  had  already  at- 
tained a considerable  degree  of  maturity,  he  haftened  to  (b)  Hol- 
land, where  he  took  (c)  refuge,  and  joined  himfelf  to  the  groupe 
of  his  countrymen,  who  where  attached  to  the  interefts  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  whofe  Court  they  (d)  filled  with  complaints  of  their  coun- 
try’s wrongs  and  their  own;  moft  of  whom  were  refugees  from  Eng- 
land or  Scotland ; Lord  (e)  Stair,  Lord  ( f)  Melville,  Sir  Patrick  (g) 
Hume,  of  Polworth ; Lord  (h)  Cardrofs,  Sir  Robert  (i)  Steuart  of  Col- 
tnefs,  Dodlor  Gilbert  (k)  Burnet,  James  (7J  Steuart,  and  Alexander  (m) 

Cunningham ; 

( b ) Buchan’s  Essays,  &c.  22,  calc.  ( c ) Dalrymp.  Mem.  I.  68. 

(d)  Dalrym.  Mem.  I.  68. 

{e ) See  an  account  of  him  in  the  article  of  John  Dalrymple,  the  eighth  Baron,  and  se- 
cond Viscount  Stair,  in  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  639.  a.  See  B uchan  48,  49  in  the  Notes . 
Id.  59.  (/)  See  Dalrymp.  Mem.  I.  99. 

(g)  See  Anecdotes  of  him  in  Buchan,  23,  24,  in  the  Notes.  He  was  most  of  all  dis- 
tinguished by  his  having  been  the  friend  of  Pope,  Swift,  Atterbury,  and  Arbuthnot. 
See  Buchan,  27,  in  the  Notes.  Arbutlmot’s  character  is  among  these  Memoirs.  See 
Dalrymp.  Mem.  I.  99,  116. 

(/;)  See  Anecdotes  of  him  in  Buchan,  27,  28,  in  the  Notes. 

(i)  Concerning  Sir  Robert  Steuart,  there  is  an  Anecdote  so  historically  curious, 
that  Earl  Buchan  cannot  pass  him  over  without  notice,  though  he  was  a person  of  no  ex. 
traordinary  merit.  See  the  Anecdote  alluded  to  in  Buchan’s  Essays,  29,  30,  in  the 
Notes;  it  is  too  prolix  for  insertion  in  this  Memoir. 

w See  ante. 

(!)  Afterwards  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  Buchan,  23.  See  Anecdotes  of  him. 
Id.  48,  49. 

(m)  The  Editor  of  Horace.  Buchan  23,  and  author  of  a Latin  History  of  Great 
Britain.  Id.  23.  See  Id.  59,  6?. 


Cunningham ; with  thefe  gentlemen  Fletcher  affociated;  but  his 
political  principles  were  too  high  and  refined,  and  his  fentiments  were 
too  (n)  Roman,  or  rather,  as  I may  now  fay,  too  Gallic,  and  too  much 
of  the  colour  of  philofophical  politics,  to  accept  of  the  privilege 
granted  by  James  the  Second’s  A£t  of  Indemnity  to  return  to  his 
country  and  eflate,  when  under  the  dominion  of  difguifed  defpotifm5 
fanktified  by  a venal  Parliament;  fo  that  when  (o)  Argyie,  (p)  Suther- 
land, Melville,  and  others,  had  recovered  their  refpe&ive  inheritances, 
in  the  year  1686,  2 Jac.  II,  he  chofe  rather  to  remain  in  exile,  than  to 
accept  of  liberty  as  a royal  favour  (yet  Alexander  Cunningham, 
before-mentioned,  though  a Whig  and  friend  of  Fletcher),  men- 
tions this  conduG,  as  extravagant. 

Fletcher  made  a manly  and  noble  appearance  in  the  Convention 
( q ) which  met  in  Scotland,  after  the  Revolution,  for  the  fettlement  of 
the  new  Government;  the  principles  (r)  of  Fletcher  were,  that 
Kings  fhould  have  only  the  power  of  obeying  the  lav/s,  made  by  the 
people,  with  that  of  doing  good;  but  that  the  power  of  doing  mif- 
chief  either  by  prerogative  or  influence , ought  to  be  taken  away  ; 
thefe  were  the  principles  of  Fletcher,  principles  that  feemed  ex- 
travagant, difloyal,  and  imprablicable  in  his  days. 

This  upright  (s')  Patriot  ufed  to  fay,  of  the  cant  appellation  of  his 
time,  Whigs  and  Tories,  that  they  were  names  made  ufe  of,  to  cloak 

the 


( n ) Perhaps  too  romantic  may  be  the  better  reading. 

( 0)  See  Archibald  Campbell,  the  ninth  Earl  of  Argyie,  in  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  41. 
a.  where  it  appears,  that  notwithstanding  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  restore 
him  to  his  lather’s  estate,  and  the  honours  and  precedency  of  the  antient  Earls  of  Ar- 
gyie, his  Grace  twice  committed  treason  ; from  the  first  he  escaped,  in  the  disguise  of  a 
Lady’s  Page,  and  was  executed  for  the  latter,  without  being  tried  for  either  j it  being 
the  opinion  of  the  Lawyers,  that  as  his  Grace  was  already  dead  in  la:w,  by  the  former 
aft  of  treason,  he  could  not  be  tried  again,  for  this  second  ail  of  rebellion ; the 
suppression  of  this  Anecdote,  does  not  redound  much  to  the  credit  of  Fletcher’s 
noble  biographer. 

( pj  This  seems  to  have  been  George  S.  the  eighteenth  Earl  of  S.  See  Dougl, 
Peer.  Scot.  665,  666. 

(y)  Buchan’s  Essays,  &c.  33.  ( r)  Id,  35. 

(s)  Seward’s  Anec,  II.  333,  334.  Buchan’s  Essays,  Sec.  6i.f 


the  knaves  of  both  parties,  44  Prejudice  and  (/)  opinion  (fays  this  ex- 
cellent man)  govern  the  world,  to  the  great  darknefs  and  ruin  of  man, 
kind;  and  though  (adds  he)  we  daily  find  men  fo  rational,  as  to 
charm  by  the  difinterefled  rectitude  of  their  fentiments  in  all  other 
things/  yet  when  we  touch  upon  any  of  their  wrong  opinions  (with 
which  they  have  been  early  prepoffeffed)  we  find  them  more  irra- 
tional than  any  thing  in  nature,  and  not  only  not  to  be  convinced? 
but  ohftinately  refolved  not  to  hear  any  thing  againft  them. 

Fletcher  faid  when  he  wTas  at  fome  German  (//)  Univerfity  he  was 
told  of  a perfon,  who  was  hereditary  Profeffor  of  Divinity  there,  at 
which  he  fmiled ; he  was  anfwered,  Why  not  an  hereditary  Profeffor,  as 
well  as  an  hereditary  King. 

Buchan  relates  the  above  anecdote  thus,  44  Being  in  company  with 
the  witty  DoDor  (x)  Pitcairn,  the  converfation  turned  on  a perfon 
of  learning,  whofe  hiftory  was  not  diftinflly  known;  I knew  the  man 
well  (faid  Fletcher)  he  was  hereditary  Profeffor  of  Divinity  a1 
Hamburgh  : hereditary  Profeffor  (faid  Pitcairn)  with  a laugh  or  af- 
tonifhment  and  derifion  ? yes,  DoDor,  ('replied  Fletcher)  heredi- 
tary Profeffor  of  Divinity,  what  think  (y)  you  of  an  hereditary 
King  ? 

It  was  faid  (z)  of  Fletcher,  that  he  wifhed  for  a Republic,  in 
which  he  himfelf  fhould  rule  by  his  popular  talents,  but  his  temper 
was  unaccommodating;  nor  is  there  any  ground  for  fuppofing,  that 
his  views  in  any  tranfaDion  were  felfifli;  he  was  the  contriver  and 
mover  of  the  AD  of  the  Scotch  Parliament,  to  Pop  any  fettlement  of 
the  Crown,  until  the  Conflitution  was  formed,  and  the  rights  of  the 
people  fecured. 

Sir  George  (a)  Lockhart  of  Cornwath,  flattered  himfelf  that  Fletch- 
er was  a Tory,  if  not  a Jacobite,  becaufe  he  affociated  with  Tories 
and  Jacobites/  but  he  did  not  recolleft  that  the  Tories  and  Jacobites 

were 


(/)  Buchan,  53,  54.  Seward,  ut  supta. 

( u)  Seward’s  Anec.  II.  334. 

(x)  Doctor  Archibald  Pitcairn,  see  his  story  in  Noorth.  Diet. 

(y)  Buchan’s  Essays,  &c.  37,  38.  (z ) Id  42. 

(a)  See  Anecdotes  of  him,  in  Nob,  Protect,  Cromw.  II,  369. 


were  then  of  the  country  party,  and  that  Fletcher  would  hear 
more  from  them  of  the  dignity,  independence,  and  intereft  of  his 
country,  and  lefs  about  a king,  that  infpires  a Republican  withnofen- 
timent  but  terror  or  diflike;  this,  Earl  (b)  Buchan  believes,  was  the 
foundation  for  his  being  fufpedted  of  not  being  a true  Whig  at  bottom ; 
for  (c)  Whigs  and  Tories  were  in  thofe  days  quite  diftinfl,  difliking 
and  avoiding  each  other. 

From  the  molt  (d)  minute  examination  of  the  records  and  memoirs 
of  the  times,  it  fufficiently  appears  (e)  while  others,  whether  Whigs  or 
Tories,  were  endeavouring  to  turn  the  Revolution  in  Britain,  to  the 
promoting  of  their  own  feififh  purpofe,  Fletcher  neither  afked  nor 
obtained  any  emolument  from  the  Court ; but  that  he  was  continually 
attentive  to  the  intereft  and  honour  of  Scotland. 

When  an  attempt  was  made  in  the  year  1692,  4 W.  and  M.  to  bring 
about  a Counter  Revolution,  Fletcher's  ruling  principle  (though 
diflatisfied  with  King  William)  was  the  good  of  his  country,  he  ufed 
all  his  intereft  with  the  Duke  of  (/)  Hamilton,  to  forget  the  caufes 
of  his  difguft,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  friends  of  a free  (g)  Con- 
ftitution. 

In  every  propofal  for  the  hsppinefs  and  glory  of  his  country, 
Fletcher  was  interefted,  as  if  it  tended  to  his  own  perfonal  emo- 
lument and  reputation ; he  was  the  firft  and  fall  friend  and  patron 
of  that  extraordinary  man  William  (h)  Paterfon,  the  projector  of 
the  Dorien  Company,  the  fhare  Fletcher  had  in  this  bufmefs, 
is  given  by  Fletcher’s  Noble  Biographer,  from  Sir  John  Dal_ 
rymple,  to  whofe  merits  he  has  done  the  juftice  they  deferve,  in  his 
interefting  Memoirs  of  Great  Britain^  which  Earl  Buchan  being  unable 
to  defcribe,  with  equal  fpirit  and  ability,  hath  fet  forth  the  pafiage 
at  large;  however,  we  think  it  fufficient  to  be  referred  (/)  to,  upon 
the  prefent  occaiion. 

From 

(b)  Buch.  44. 

(c)  See  a Dissertation  on  them,  in  Rapin’s  Hist.  Eng. 

(d)  Buch.  44.  (*)  Id.  45. 

(/)  See  his  Grace’s  Article,  in  Dougl.  Peer.  Scotl.  335. 

(g)  Buch.  45.  (h ) Id,  46.  Tind.  Contin.  Rap, Hist.  Eng.  I.  183, 

(i)  Buch.  46,  47,48,  49. 


a.  200.  b. 


From  this  (k)  bufy  period,  till  the  meeting  of  the  Union  Parliament, 
Fletcher  was  uniform  and  indefatigable,  in  his  Senatorial  conducts 
continually  attentive  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  was  accordingly 
(!)  a ilrenuous,  but  an  unfuccefsful  advocate  for  a National  (m) 
Militia. 

In  the  year  1703,  2 Anne,  we  find  Fletcher  great  in  the  Debates* 
concerning  the  fixing  the  (n)  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland* 
in  the  event  of  Queen  Anne’s  dying  without  iffue,  which  he  flrenu- 
oufly  and  fuccefsfully  urged  the  Parliament  to  determine,  before  they 
fhould  think  of  granting  any  fupplies  to  the  Crown  ; it  was  even  re- 
solved, that  the  fucceffor  to  the  Crown  after  her  Majefly's  demife, 
fhould  not  be  the  fame  perfon,  who  was  King  or  Queen  of  England* 
unlefs  the  juft  rights  of  Scotland , fhould  be  declared  in  the  Englifh  Par- 
liament, and  fully  fettled,  independent  of  Englifh  interefls  and  Coun- 
cils. 

Fletcher,  by  vindicating  the  liberty  (0)  of  his  country,  was  twice 
in  danger  of  loofing  his  life;  and  when  he  at  lafl  perceived  an  in- 
curable wound  was  to  be  infli&ed  on  the  State;  and  Scotland,  as 
it  were  borne  to  it’s  burial,  by  her  own  people,  he  became  warm 
in  his  fpeeches,  he  greatly  inveighed  againfl  the  Queen’s  Miniflers, 
and  complained,  that  they  did  nothing,  though  the  revenues  of  the 
country  were  very  confiderable ; fome  thought  that  the  force  of  his 
eloquence,  even  when  applied  againfl  his  enemies,  was  too  violent,  and 
faid,  he  hurt  the  caufe;  hut  what  law  is  there  againfl  a Jons  weeping 

over 


(k)  Id.  49,  50.  (/)  Id.  50. 

( m)  See  the  next  Page  and  the  Notes.  ( n ) Buch.  53. 

(0)  “ Andreas  Fletserus,  lit  qui  patriam  prius  in  libertatem  vindicaret,  bis  sein  vitae 
discrimen  intulerat,  nunc  vulnus  insanabile  Reip.  inferendum,  et  Scotiam  veluti  funere 
per  suos  elatam,  cernens  hoc  tempore  extremo,  in  dicendo  effervescit,  Reginaeque  mi 

«*> 

nistros  vehementer  insectatur,  etexagitat,  nihil  res  domesticas,  licet  amplas,  faciens  • 
sunt  qui  illius  vim  eloquentise,  etiam  in  inimicitiis  gerendis,  virtutem  nimium  effer„ 
buisse,  et  causae  nocuisse  dicunt;  sed  quid  njetat  filium  in  funere  matris  commnjeri , aut 
civem  fortem  in  efferendam  funere  patriam,  dolore  graviter  inuri,  praesertim  is  qui 
Reip.  commoda  suis  necessitutinibus  semper  potiora  duxerat,  mortemque  pro  patria 
toties  oppetere  non  dubitaverat  ? Buchaniae  etiam  comes  ejusque  patruus  Johannes 
Erskine  strenue  pro  patria  contendebant,  nihil pensi  cum  Galliae  faflionis  hominibus  ha* 
heutes Buch.  59,  6 o,  61.  See  Id.  23,  31. 


over  his  mother  s funeral , or  a ftrenuous  citizen  being  extremely 
grieved,  in  attending  his  country’s  burial,  efpecially  that  perfon, 
who  did  not  ever  fcruple  to  prefer  the  advantage  of  the  State,  to  his 
own  neceffities,  and  oftentimes  met  even  death  itfelf,  for  the  fake  of 
his  country  ? The  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  his  uncle  John  Arefkine^ 
were  both  ftrenuous  for  their  country,  having  no  connexions  with  the 
men  of  the  Gallic  (p)  faction. 

The  Earl  of  Stair  having  argued  (q)  againft  Fletcher’s  fchemeof 
Limitations  in  the  fame  year,  1703,  2 Anne  he  replied,  “ It  was  no 
wonder  the  Earl  oppofed  the  fcheme ; for,  had  fuch  an  Aft  fubfifted, 
his  Lord fh ip  would  have  been  hanged  for  the  bad  counfel  he  had 
given  to  King  James;  for  the  concern  he  had  in  the  maffacre  of  (r) 
Glencoe,  and  for  his  conduct,  fince  the  Revolution,” 

The  time  of  Fletcher’s  death  does  not  appear  to  be  mentioned^ 
or  even  hinted  at,  by  his  Noble  Biographer,  nor  has  the  prefent 
writer  been  able  to  meet  with  it,  in  any  other  cotemporary  author, 

Fletcher  (s)  in  his  perfon,  was  of  a low  ftature,  thin,  and  of  a 
brown  complexion,  with  piercing  eyes;  and  a gentle  frown  of  keen 
fenfibility,  appeared  often  upon  his  countenance. 

He  had  acquired  (/)  the  grammatical  knowledge  of  the  Italian  fo 
perfectly,  as  to  com  pole  and  publifli  a Treadle  in  that  language, 
and  yet  he  could  not  fpeak  it,  as  his  Biographer  fhews,  in  an  Anecdote 
related  by  him,  of  an  interview  with  Prince  Eugene  of  Saxony,  in 
which  Fletcher  being addreffed  to,  in  that  language,  by  the  Prince, 
he  could  not  utter  a fyllableto  be  underload. 

Fletcher,  (fays  the  anonymous  Author  of  his  (u)  charafler,  in 
Thomas  Rawlinfon’s  Library)  was  Heady  in  his  principles,  of  nice 
honour,  great  learning,  brave  as  the  fword  he  wore,  a fore  friend,  but 
an  irreconcileable  enemy ; and  would  not  do  a bafe  thing  to  efcape 

death. 

(p)  Translated  from  an  Extract  of  Alexander  Cunningham’s  Latin  History  of  Great 
Britain,  in  Earl  Buchan’s  Life  of  Fletcher,  Octavo,  59,  60,  6i»  Edit.  1792 

( q)  Smol.  Hist.  Eng.  II  48. 

(r)  See  an  account  ot  it,  in  SmoL  Hist.  Eng.  L 14 6,  147.  ( s ) Buch.  6%. 

(/)  Id,  ( u ) Id,  61,  * See  ante. 


death.  What  does  his  nohle  Biographer  think  of  his  Jhooting  the  Mayor 
of  Lynn , * for  defending  his  own  property  f 

He  was  the  (x)  laft  of  the  Scots,  and  Earl  Buchan’s  countryman; 
his  religion  was  a divine  philofophy,  in  the  foul,  and  he  fet  Marcus 
Brutus  for  his  pattern. 

His  mind  (y)  was  inflamed  with  a love  of  public  good,  and  all  his 
ideas  to  promote  it,  had  a fublimity  in  them;  he  deemed  fome  glory 
to  confifl  in  danger;  although  he  had  nothing  to  hope  for,  and  no- 
thing to  fear,  becaufe  he  had  an  ample  fortune  and  no  children,  and 
though  he  was  of  the  country  party,  yet  in  all  his  fchemes  for  the  pub« 
lie  fervice,  he  ufed  to  go  as  readily  to  the  King’s  Minifters  as  his  own 
friends;  being  indifferent  who  had  the  honour  of  doing  good,  pro- 
vided it  was  done. 

In  (z)  Fletcher,  all  the  powers  of  the  foldier,  orator,  and  fcho- 
lar,  were  united  ; and  he  would  in  ancient  Rome,  have  been  the  rival 
and  friend  of  Cato. 

He  was  a man  of  (a)  undaunted  courage,  and  inflexible  integrity, 
he  profeffed  Republican  (b)  principles,  and  feerned  defigned  by  na- 
ture, as  a member  of  fome  Grecian  Commonwealth. 

Fletcher  (c)  was  by  far  the  moft  nervous  and  correfl  fpeaker  ln 
the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  for  he  drew  his  ftyle  from  the  pure  models 
of  antiquity,  and  not  from  the  groffer  praHical  oratory  of  his  co tem- 
poraries, fo  that  his  language  will  bear  a companion,  with  the  beft 
fpeeches  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

The  irafeibility  (d)  of  Fletcher’s  temper,  and  bis  high  fenfe  of 
honour,  made  him  impatient  of  the  flighted  tendency  of  an  affront; 
Lord  Stair,  when  Secretary  of  State,  having  let  fall  fome  expreffions 
in  (e)  Parliament,  that  feerned  to  glance  at  Fletcher,  he  feized 

Lord 

(*)  Buch.  MSS.  O')  Buch.  47>  48. 

( z ) Dalrym.  Mem.  I.  116. 

(a)  Smol.  Hist.  Eng.  I.  194, 

(b)  Burn.  Hist.  O.  T. — I.  630.  Smol.  Hist.  Eng.  II.  48. 

( c ) Buch.  .57, 58.  (d) Id. 59 

(<?)  In  the  month  of  June,  1798,  there  happened  a Duel  on  such  an  occasion,  between 
Mr.  P.  and  another  Member,  the  Affront  as  well  as  the  day,  on  which  the  Duel  was 
fought  (viz.  Sunday)  both  required  an  apology  ; the  particulars  form  an  anecdote  of 
the  most  curious  as  well  as  interesting  nature,  in  the  political  history  of  this  country. 


Lord  Stair  by  the  robe,  in  his  place,  and  gave  him  the  reply- va- 
liant; Lord  Stair  was  called  to  order  by  the  Houfe,  and  obliged  to 
afk  pardon  publickly. 

Fletcher  alone  was  elevated  above  the  age  in  (/)  which  he 
lived,  and  fhed  a luftre  towards  thofe,  who  were  to  fucceed,  and  he 
will  continue  to  fhine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 

Earl  Buchan  (g)  glories  in  being  the  attireman  of  the  charafter  of 
fuch  a figurative  Prince,  and  rejoices  to  think  that  even  in  that  hum- 
ble connexion,  his  name  may  be  handed  down  to  diflant  pofterity. 

The  Earl  (h)  arrogates  to  himfelf  fome  degree  of  merit,  that  he 
was  taught,  and  that  he  learned  how  to  difcriminate  tinfel  from  gold . 
he  fays,  Fletcher  will  live  for  ever. 

It  is  with  regret,  (fays  Earl  (/)  Buchan)  that  he  cannot  pretend  to 
produce  from  Scotland,  during  the  Halcyon  reign  of  philofophy,  any 
great  chara&er  fince  the  death  of  Fletcher. 

The  fmall  volume  of  Fletcher’s  (£)  works,  though  imperfeflly 
cohered,  is  one  of  the  very  few  claffical  compofitions  in  the  Englifh 
(/)  language;  it  confifts  principally  of  Speeches  on  the  confideration 
{m)  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  on  the  A 61  of  the  Scotch  Parliament,  to 
prevent  any  Settlement  of  the  Crown,  until  the  Conflitution  was  for- 
med, and  the  rights  of  the  people  fecured ; they  are  full  of  good 
fenfe,  and  of  manly  claffical  (n)  eloquence,  and  never  took  Fletcher 
above  a quarter  of  an  hour,  though  filled  with  fo  much  matter,  and 
fuch  found  ( o ) reafoning. 

Thefe  fpeeches  will  bear  (p)  a comparifon,  with  the  bed  fpeeches 
of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  Auguftan  age  of  Great  Britain, 
far  fuperior  to  the  meretricious,  inflated,  metaphorical  ftyle  of  our 
modern  orators;  but  Earl  Buchan  excepts  the  Hon.  Charles  James 
Fox,  from  this  remark. 

Difcourfes 


(/)  Buch.  Introd.  to  Essays,  XXV.  (g)  Id.  XXV.  XXVI. 

(b)  Id.  XXVIII.  (/)  Id.  XXIX.  calc. 

(£)  Dalrymp.  Mem.  I.  u 6. 

(/)  Fletcher’s  T rads  are  cited  in  Bishop  Ellys’s  Temp.  Lib.  121,  n. 
(m)  Buch.  Essays  59.  (»)  See  Buch,  42,43)  52>  53* 

(a)  Sew.  Anec,  II.  334,  calc,  (p)  Buch.  5S. 


Difcourfes  on  that  important  fubjeQ:,  a National  [q)  Militia,  written 
at  the  time  of  the  Union'  Parliament,  was  not  printed  until  the  year 
1698,  10  Will.  III.  in  this  Difcourfe  he  fays,  he  wiihes  he  had  a 
voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  over  all  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  rattle 

o 

in  the  ears  of  the  (r)  people. 

Among  the  fpeeches,  are  the  following,  which  feem  of  the  moil 
note. 

I.  Speech  on  the  queilion,  for  the  fettlement  of  the  Scotifli  (s) 
Crown,  delivered  in  that  Parliament,  in  the  year  (/)  1 703?  Anne. 

II.  On  Fletch er’s  bringing  into  Parliament  a Bill  concerning 
(u)  Offices,  <&c.  in  (x)  Scotland. 

III.  On  his  Bill  for  the  fecurity  (yi)  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

( q ) Fletcher’s  Noble  Biographer  thinks  it  to  be  indispensably  required  at  his 
hands,  to  depricate,  with  respedt  to  Scotland,  the  refusal  of  a Militia  in  his  country, 
the  necessity  for  which  is  so  eloquently  set  forth  by  his  favourite  Fletcher.  Buch. 
Introd.  XXXV.  “ A good  and  effective  Militia  (says  Fletcher)  isof  such  im- 
portance to  a Nation,  that  it  is  the  chief  part  of  the  Constitution  of  any  free  govern- 
ment; for  though,  as  to  other  things,  the  Constitution  is  ever  so  slight,  a good  Mili- 
tia will  always  preserve  public  Liberty  ; but  in  the  best  Constitution  that  ever  was* 
as  to  all  other  parts  of  Government,  if  the  Militia  be  not  upon  a right  foot,  the  li- 
berty of  the  people  must  perish  ; the  Swiss  (says  he)  at  this  * day  are  the  freest, 
happiest,  and  the  people  of  all  Europe,  who  can  best  defend  themselves  because 
they  have  the  best  Militia.  Buch.  50,  51. 

* The  Swiss  in  the  year  1798,  were  most  injuriously  attacked  by  the  French  Revolu- 
tionists, and  though  they  made  after  a most  brave  opposition,  were,  notwithstanding, 
totally  deprived  of  those  inestimable  blessings.  Editor. 

(r)  Buch.  50.  ( s ) Smol.  Hist.  Eng.  I.  394. 

(/)  Buch.  Essays,  74.  (u)  Smol.  Hist.  Eng.  II.  48. 

(a)  Buch.  ut  supra,  73,  75,  82. 

(y)  Id.  88,  98,  112,  117,  i2o,  124,  127,  132,  136,  140.  [Smol.  Hist.  Eng.  II.  48.] 
HSj  255?  *57* 
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i. 


JOHN  ARBUTHNOTT,  M.D. 


W A S born  at  (a)  Arbutbnott,  in  Kincardinfhire,  near  Montrofe5 
North  Britain,  the  fon  of  an  epifcopal  (b)  clergyman  in  that  King- 
dom, in  the  year  1681,  33  Car.  II.  and  was  nearly  allied  to  the  Vif- 
count  of  his  name ; at  a proper  age,  he  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of 
Aberdeen,  to  qualify  himfelf  for  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  in  which  he 
afterwards  took  his  degree;  the  political  principles  of  his  father  not 
fuffering  him  to  comply  with  the  Revolution,  he  forfeited  his  church 
preferment,  and  retired,  for  fupport,  to  a frnall  eftate  of  his  own ; the 
fons  embraced  the  fame  principles,  wherefore  they  were  obliged  to 
feek  their  fortune  at  a diftance  from  home  : the  objefit,  however,  of 
this  our  Memoir,  travelled  no  further  than  London,  where  he  was 
kindly  received  at  the  houfe  of  William  Pate,  a confiderable  trade f~ 
man  there ; foon  after  which  he  undertook  the  teaching  of  mathe- 
matics., for  which  he  was  very  well  qualified.  I11  the  year  1697, 
9 Will.  III.  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  literary  reputation,  by  a 
letter  to  Doflor  Woodward,  refpefling  his  account  of  the  deluge,  Szc. 

concerning 

(a)  Biogr.  Brit.  Kipp.  Edit.  Art.  u Arbuthnott,  John.”  N.B.  the  BoCtor  him- 
self spells  his  own  name,  as  in  the  text,  Arbuthnott,  with  two  tt s at  the  end  ; see 
two  letters  from  him , dated  respectively  25  January , 1697-8,  and  10  June,  1703,  under 
those  years,  in  this  biography. 

(h)  Memoirs  of  the  Doctor’s  life,  prefixed  to  his  miscellaneous  works,  in  two  vo- 
lumes nmo.  edit.  1770,  approved  by  the  Doctor’s  son,  George  Arbuthnott,  Esquire, 
deceased,  late  of  the  Exchequer,  [see  the  Doctor’s  family]  having  read  over  this  life, 
informed  the  editor  of  the  “ Bicgraphia  Britannic  a that  he  did  not  know  of  any  thing 
being  misrepresented  in  it.  Biogr.  Brit.  Art.  “ Arbuthnott .”  Kipp.  Edit.  I.  236.  calc. 
marg.  but  this  approbation  of  the  Doctor’s  son  must  not  be  extended  to  the  “ Mis^ 
cellanies”  to  which  it  is  prefixed,  because  his  said  son,  upon  the  perusal  of  them  hath 
testified,  that  the  greatest  part  of  them  were  not  written  by  his  father.  Id.  243.  See 
Gent.  Mag.  XX.  432.  a. 


I 


concerning  u An  ahftraffof  Agofino  Scillas  book”  on  the  fubjeB  of 
marine  bodies  dug  out  of  the  earth ; which  reputation  the  DoHor  con- 
fiderably  encreafed,  not  long  afterwards,  and  very  defervedly,  by  his 

Effay  on  the  ufefulnefs  of  mathematical  learning , in  a letter  from  a gen- 
tleman in  the  City , to  his  friend  at  Oxford ”. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  phyfic  was  bis  profeffion,  fo  the  praHice  of 
it  was  what  he  principally  had  in  view  ; at  firft,  indeed^  as  is  ufual 
with  regard  to  young  phyficians,  he  met  with  no  great  encourage* 
ment;  but  after  a while,  by  his  clofe  application  to  his  profeffion? 
it  gave  him  competency ; and  by  degrees  his  I kill  in  it,  joined  v7ith 
his  pleafing  wit  and  extenfive  learning,  introduced  him  into  good  ef- 
teem  and  favour,  and  to  the  notice  of  the  polite  world. 

On  25  January  1697,  9 Will.  III.  the  DoHor  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  an  eminent  character  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  which 
was  never  publifhed  till  very  lately. 

6£  Honoured  Sir, 

The  kind  (c)  meffage  I had  from  you  by  Mr.  Pricket  the  other 
day,  puts  me  in  mind  of  a negleH  of  my  duty,  which  is  to  wifh  you 
a good  new  year,  in  all  health  and  profperity  to  your  felf,  and  fuccefs 
to  your  defigns,  for  the  good  of  a fociety,  which  I have  many  obliga_ 
tions  to  know,  were  it  not  that  I have  hardly  any  thing  befides  to 
tell  you,  but  what  I know  you  have  from  much  better  hands,  I 
fhould  be  often  trouble  home  to  you;  I was  in  hopes  of  having  a 
good  account  of  my  friends  at  Oxford  to  night,  by  DoGor  Gregory, 
but  I find  by  a letter  of  his,  I am  difappointed  at  prefent : I do  not 
hear  of  any  remarkable  news  about  town,  the  Czar  and  Lady  Mac- 
clesfield make  up  the  greateft  part  of  the  diverfion  ; as  for  the  Hand- 
ing army,  we  reckon,  there  is  an  end  pf  that.  I was  pleafed  to  fee 
Mr.  Alfop’s  Hhfop ; Mr.  Bentley  fays  there  are  three  faults  in  the 
Latin  of  Canis  in  pr<efepe ; Mr.  Charles  Bernard  told  me,  he  bid  him 
inftance  in  one,  he  faid,  exteri  ft  paid  feiaul  fer  fciant ; Mr.  Bernard 

Lfen$ 

(c)  This  is  an  original  letter,  and  I believe,  never  appeared  in  print,  till  the  year  1 7.97.3 
and  then  only  in  Ernrop.  Mag.  XXXI.  328.  Editor , 


sent  him  this  verfe  in  Horace,  fi  quid  componere  curem , but  was  Tony 
afterwards,  he  did  not  let  him  publifh  his  criticifm ; we  expeH  foon 
lome  reply  to  his  diftertation  at  the  end  of  Wotton’s  book.  This  new 
a 61  of  Parliament  againlt  correfponding  with  King  James,  lies  very 
heavy  againft  a great  many  people,  it  is  reckoned  to  comprehend 
above  twenty  thoufand  at  leaft,  I believe  1 know  above  thirty  of  my 
acquaintances  that  mull  get  them  gone  before  the  day  appointed ; Sir 
Andrew  Forefter,  Do6lor  Cockborn,  and  others:  feveral,  I am  fare, 
have  not  money  to  pay  for  their  paffage  to  Gravefend ; and  which  is 
yet  harder,  they  are  like  to  be  very  ill  received  in  France,  where  they 
are  putting  a tax  upon  foreigners,  fome  fay,  on  purpofe  to  difcourage 
thofe,  who  might  leave  England  on  this  occafion;  we  are  expebiing 
the  Count  de  Tailard  over  here,  as  ambaffador,  with  a fplendid  equi- 
page ; he  ftayes  only  at  Paris,  to  give  me  Lord  Portland  a dinner ; 
it  is  no  newes  to  tell  you,  of  his  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter’s 
preceptors,  and  governor,  my  Lord  ( d ) Malborough,  Biftiopfc)  of  Sa« 
lifbury.  La  Vaftur,  a French  refugee,  whom  you  have  feen  at  Ox- 
ford ; and  I cannot  tell  how  many  more  of  one  fort  of  people  and 
other;  I hope  at  leaf!:  the  Univerfiiy  of  Oxford,  may  have  the  in- 
tereft  to  have  one;  I have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  fee  Mr. 
Jeffreys,  fmce  he  came  home;  I have  made  fome  inquiry  about him> 
and  expert  a return  before  I proceed  further;  I fhall  ufe  the  freedom 
to  give  my  refpebts  to  the  Warden  of  All  Souls,  the  Dean  of  ChrifR 
and  Dobtor  Wallis ; I long  for  good  weather  and  leifure  to  fee  your- 
felf,  and  the  reft  of  my  friends  at  Oxford  / if  I fhould  be  fo  happy 3 
as  to  have  a line  from  you,  pleafe  to  direbl  it  for  me,  at  the  Pine 
Apple,  in  St.  Martin’s  Street.  Pricket  faid  he  was  going  out  of  town, 
but  I fancy,  not  without  feeing  the  Czar.  I hope  you  will  excufe 
this  trouble,  and  believe  that  I will  ahvayes  be, 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

LoNDOn,  JO.  ARBUTHNOTT. 

January,  1697-8. 

SlRj 

( d ) That  famous  General,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.’  Editor. 

{e)  That  celebrated  literary  character,  Gilbert  Burnet.  Editor > 


S i r5 

fleafe  to  acquaint  the  Dean  of  Chrid  Church,  that  Mr*  Pate  has 
brought  from  Italy  all  Choriffini’s  mufick* 


o 

tfhe  Reverend  Doflor  * Charlett , 

Mafler  of  Univerfity  College , OxfordC 


Honoured  Sir, 

io  June,  1705* 

**  I Received  (f)  yours,  and  thank  you  heartily  for  your  ballad® 
It  is  as  not  yet  refolved,  fo  farr  as  I know,  that  her  Majedy  fliall  go 
to  the  Bath,  but  I do  believe  fhe  will,  and  if  fhe  does,  I fancy  it  will 
be  a little  fooner  than  lad  year;  I can  give  you  no  newes,  in  return 
for  yours,  I have  feen  this  day  a moft  impudent  petition  of  the  com- 
million  of  the  Kirk,  to  the  parliament,  again!!  toleration  in  Scotlands 
I think  it  will  be  of  fervice  to  print  it,  and  it  will  fully  anfwer  your 
occaiional  ballad.  Affairs  there  feem  to  be  in  great  faHion  and  con- 
fulion,  by  the  honed  and  wife  management  of  the  (Queen’s  minillers, 
as  you  may  guefs ; but  the  ridiculous  complaifance  of  the  Cavalier 
party,  is  pad  all  comprehenfion ; for  they,  forfooth,  out  of  fear  for  the 
Queen’s  honour,  won’t  differ  a minidry  to  be  touched,  that  are  ruin- 
ing her  affairs  as  fad  as  they  can;  pleafe  to  fhew  this  to  Dr.  Gregory, 
and  tell  him  it  is  the  date  of  the  cafe ; when  it  comes  to  greater  ma- 
turity, I fliall  give  him  a more  particular  account  of  it,  I hope  to  fee 

you 


(/)  This  is  another  original  letter,  never  published  till  this  year  1797,  and  then  only 
in  the  Europ.  Mag.  XXXI.  229.  Editor. 

* This  name  being  spelt  so  differently,  seems  to  affeft,  in  some  measure,  the  au* 
thenticity  of  the  originals. 


you  at  od  time  ; in  the  mean  time,  wifhing  you  all  health  and  hap- 
pinefs,  remain, 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  affeflionate  Friend, 

And  humble  Servant, 

Windsor,  JO.  ARBUTHNOTT, 

June  8th,  1703* 

For 

The  much-honoured  Doff  or  * Chariot , 

Majier  of  University  College , Oxon* 

Indorfed, 

Dr.  Arbuthott,  Jun.  10,  1703?  About  an  impudent  petition  of  the 
Commiffion  of  the  Kirk,  again  ft  Toleration,  to  the  parliament 
there. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  Doflor  became  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Socie- 
ty, home  fay  he  was  elected  to  that  honour  this  year,  1704,  3 Anne  . 
others  (g)  not  till  the  year  1 709 ; others,  again,  (h)  not  till  the  month 
of  February,  in  the  year  1735-6;  but  as  the  latefl,  and  perhaps  the 
bell  authority,  fays  it  was  on  St.  Andrew’s  (7)  day,  i.e,  the  thirtieth 
or  lall  day  of  November,  1704,  that  we  confider  to  be  the  time  of 
his  elehlion  to  that  honorary  filuation,  but  his  next  promotion  was  not 
a mere  feather  in  his  cap,  becaufe  it  was  more  honourable,  belides 
being  rather  lucrative  to  him ; for  on  30th  October,  1705,  the  Doc., 
tor  was  fworn  phyfician  extrordianary  to  Queen  Anne,  by  her  Ma- 
'jeliy’s  fpecial  command ; this  honour  was  conferred  on  him  from  the 
following  lucky  event:— His  royal  highnefs  Prince  George  of  Den- 
mark, the  Queen’s  confort,  being  taken  fuddenly  ill  at  Epfom  in 
Surry,  was  recommended  to  Doflor  Arbuthnott,  who  fortunately 
happened  to  be  on  the  fpot,  and  His  Royal  Highnefs  recovering  by 
the  Doctor’s  affiflance,  ever  after  employed  him  as  his  phyfician,  in 
confequence  of  which  circumflance,  the  Queen,  Plis  Royal  High- 

nefs’3 

(g)  See  Chamberlain’s  Present  State  of  this  year.  (h)  Chronological  Diary 

in  Hist.  Reg.  XX.  14.  (i)  Biog.  Brit,  Kip.  edit.  I.  237.  Art,  “ Arbuthnott .** 


nefs’s  confort,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  appoint  him  her  phyfician  • 
and  in  the  month  of  November  this  year,  1709,  % Anne,  upon  the 
indifpofition  of  Do&or  Hannes,  fourth  phyfician  in  ordinary  (k)  to 
the  Queen,  his  {kill  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truft,  having  been  the 
means  of  recovering  Her  Majefty  from  a dangerous  illnefs,  drew  from 
his  friend  Johnny  (/)  Gay,  the  following  elegant  paftoral  compliment  i 

<s  While  thus  we  flood,  as  in  a found, 

And  wet  with  tears,  like  dew,  the  ground, 

Full  foon,  by  bonfire  and  by  bell, 

We  learnt  our  Liege  was  paffing  well  * 

A fkilful  leech  (fo  God  him  fpeed) 

They  fay  had  wrought  this  bleffed  deed  | 

This  leech  Arbuthnott  was  yclept  ; 

Who  many  a night  not  once  had  flept, 

But  watch’d  our  gracious  Sovereign  {till, 

For  who  could  reft  when  {he  was  ill  ? 

Oh ! may’ft  thou  henceforth  fweetiy  deep  ! 

Sheer,  fwains ! oh,  fheer  your  fofteft  flieep, 

To  fwell  his  couch  ; for  well  I ween. 

He  fav’d  the  realm,  who  fav’d  the  Queen.’" 

1716,  April. In  this  month  Arbuthnott  was  admitted  at 

Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficians* 

Lord  (m)  Orrery  (n)  fays , he  floould  have  been  pleafed  in  finding 
fome  of  DoBor  Arbuthnott 's  letters  among  the  collection,  which 
were  publijhed  at  the  time  his  l or  dihip  wrote  his  65  Remarks  on  the 
Life  of  Doffor  Jonathan  Swiftf  feveral  of  thofe  letters  alluded  to 
have  been  fince  made  public,  and  none  of  them  more  curious  than  thofe 

of 

■n 

(k)  Hawkesworth’s  Lett,  of  Dean  Swift.  II.  32.  (/)  See  Ireland’s  Graphic 

Illustrations  of  Hogarth.  35.  36. 

(/«)  This  nobleman  was  John  Boyle  the  fifth  Earl  of  Orrery ; who  distinguished 
himself  in  the  literary  world,  in  a very  eminent  degree,  by  his  excellent  Translation  of 
Pliny’s  Letters,  as  well  as  by  the  above  Remarks,  &x,  Coll.  Peer.  Engl.  Longm.  Edita 
VII.  216. 

(n)  Lord  Orrery’s  Remarks,  &c,  164, 


of  Arbuthnott’j  (o')  literary  correfpondence , addrejfed  to  Dean 
Swift , inafmuch  as  they  juft  if y the  character  predicted  of  them > Ay  /to 
noble  member  of  the  republic  of  letters  ; they  confijl  of  the  genuine 
ejfufions  of  the  heart , /«  the  full  confidence  of  the  moft  Jincere  friend - 
Jhip , without  referve  or  difguife , and  are  replete  with  attic  wit  and 
true  humour  • they  abound , befides , with  mo  ft  entertaining  anecdotes: 
our  inclination , therefore 9 was  to  have  infer  ted  them  in  detail ; but 
finding  that  wifh  could  not  be  gratified , reluctantly  give 

only , or  little  more , to/z  to  contents  from  the  principal : very  few 
of  them  have  been  the  objects  of  ArbuthnottV  preceding  Biogra- 
phers ; they  are  here  inferted  in  order  of  time , rto  Ato/z  /m/z  Doctor 
Hawkefworth' s edition  of  thofe  letters , zzto  otzory  o;zo  of  them  diftin - 
guifhed  by  numerals . 

On  12  June,  1714,  1 Geo.  I.  Do6lor  Arbuthnott,  the  Queen’s 
(7>)  domeftic  phyfician,  wrote  a letter  to  Dean  Swift,  addreffed  to  him 
by  the  title  of  Dear  (q)  Brother , from  Saint  James’s,  wherein  he 

(peaks 


(0)  Among  Doctor  Arbuthnott’s  other  correspondents,  rank  t]te  following  no 
piemen,  ladies,  gentlemen,  and  others,  viz. 


Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 

Earl  of  Oxford, 

Earl  of  Peterborough, 

Earl  of  Chesterfield, 

Earl  Bolingbroke, 

Lord  Bathurst, 

Earl  Orrery, 

Lady  Masham, 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague, 
Bishop  Burnett, 


Bishop  Atterbury, 

Swift, 

Pope, 

Addison, 

Archdeacon  Parnell,  the  poets 
Congreve, 

Boerhaave, 

Gay, 

Pultney,  the  famous  Earl  of  Bath, 
Charles  Ford. 


whereby  it  appears,  that  Dodtor  Arbuthnott  was  upon  the  most  intimate  footing 
with  the  first  writers  of  that  elegant  age,  who  were  so  celebrated  for  their  wit  and 
learning.  Biog.  Brit.  III.  among  Corrigenda . Kipp.  Edit. 

(p)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CXIX. 

( q ) A company  of  sixteen,  all  men  of  the  first  class,  dined  once  a week  at  the  house 
of  each  other,  by  rotation,  and  went  under  the  general  denomination  of  brothers  : the 
number  was  afterwards  enlarged,  and  they  dined  at  a tavern  every  Thursday ; Dean 
Swift  was  one  ; which  accounts,  for  the  address  of  this  letter.  Hawkesw.  II.  55.  notes. 
The  following  noblemen  and  gentlemen  were  some  of  the  principal  members  of  this 
literary  society  : the  Duke  of  Beaufort  ; the  Duke  of  Ormond  ; Earl  of  Arran;  Lord 
Masham;  Lord  Bolingbroke  ; Charles  Lord  Butler,  of  Weston  ; Sir  William  Wynd® 
ham;  Brigadier  Hill,  Governor  of  Dunkirk;  Swift;  Pope;  Gay;  Prior. 


fpeaks  of  Sir  Robert  Harley,  the  famous  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford^ 
under  the  name  of  (r)  Dragon , and  of  his  political  adminiftration  ; 
and  alfo,  of  Harley’s  patronage  of  John  Gay,  after  he  had  left  the 
fervice  of  the  Dutchefs  (s)  of  Monmouth,  to  whom  he  had  been  fe- 
cretary  : he  fpeaks  likewife  of  Parnell  (t)  the  poet,  and  Lady  Mafham. 

D octor  Arbuthnott  engaged  this  year,  June  26,  1714,  in 
concert  with  twTo  ingenious  friends,  (u)  Pope  and  Dean  Swift,  in 
printing  feveral  volumes  of  mifcellanies  3 among  thofe,  the  mod  con. 
fpicuous  is  the  memoirs  of  Martims  (x)  Scriblerus , a fatire  pro- 
jected by  this  excellent  triumvirate,  on  human  learning,  and  which 
they  propofed  to  execute  in  the  manner  of  (y)  Cervantes , under  a 
continued  narrative  of  feign  adventures.  u They  had  obferved  (fays 

Mr. 


(r)  Lord  Treasurer  Oxford,  so  called  by  the  Dean,  by  contraries;  for  he  was  the 
mildest,  wisest,  and  best  minister,  that  ever  served  a prince.  Hawksw.  II.  53.  notes 

(s)  She  was  the  widow  of  the  Duke  who  was  beheaded.  1 Jac.  II.  Hawkesw.  ID 
29.  notes. 

(/)  The  following  verses  were  the  conclusion  of  a most  excellent  poem,  penned  by 
the  Dragon  : 

u He  that  cares  not  to  rule,  will  be  sure  to  obey, 

When  summon’d  by  Arbuthnott,  Pope,  Parnell , and  Gay.” 

Hawkesw.  Lett.  II.  33. 

(u)  A nobleman,  a friend  of  this  celebrated  poet’s,  who  wished  to  correct  a disgust- 
ing failing  in  him,  which  was,  that  he,  like  many  other  affectedly  delicate  persons,  pro- 
fessed to  be  fond  of  certain  dishes,  merely  on  account  of  their  rarity ; for  which  purpose 
he  made  his  cook  dress  a rabbit,  trussed  up  as  a foreign  bird  ; to  which  he  gave  some 
fine  name,  and  seasoned  it  with  something  extremely  savory  : the  bard  ate  of  it  very 
heartily,  and  expressed  his  relish  of  the  taste  of  the  supposed  dainty;  and  was  not  a 
little  displeased,  when  his  friend  told  him  the  trick  he  had  put  upon  him.  Seward’s 
Anecdotes.  II.  312.  The  present  writer  takes  leave  to  relate  a similar  story  of  a well- 
fed  parson;  who  pretended  such  an  exquiste  taste  for  venison,  as  to  tell,  by  the 
flavour,  out  of  what  park  it  came ; but  was,  however,  deceived  by  a leg  of  mutton, 
dressed  venison  fashion, 

(w)  The  character  of  doctor  Cornelius  Scriblerus , in  the  memoirs  of  his  son  Marti - 
mus  Scriblerus , was  intended  for  Dodtor  Woodward,  who  wrote  a dissertation  on  an 
unique  shield  ; and  dobtor  Cornelius  is  represented  as  having  intended  to  place  his  son  in 
what  he  conceived  to  be  an  unique  shield,  to  be  christened  ; but  which  being  given  to 
the  maid,  with  it’s  venerable  rust  upon  it,  she  scoured  it  bright,  and  then  it  appeared 
to  be  nothing  more  than  an  old  sconce,  without  a nozzle.  Hawkesw.  Lett.  III.  127.  n„ 

(y)  This  author  wrote  the  celebrated  romance  of  Don  Quixotte,  (s)  DoTor 

William  Warburton,  Bishop  of  Glocester. 


Mr.  Pope’s  (z)  friend  and  editor,  DoQor  William  Warburton,  Biftiop 
of  Gloucefter,  that  thofe  abafes  ftill  (a)  kept  their  ground,  againft 
all  that  the  greateft  and  ableft  authors  could  fay,  to  difcredit  them, 
they  therefore  concluded  that  all  the  force  of  ridicule  was  wanting  to 
quicken  the  difgrace;  and  as  the  abufes  had  been  already  attacked  by 
fober  reafoning,  ridicule  was  here  very  feafonably  applied,  and  truth 
was  in  no  danger  of  fuffering  by  the  premature  ufe  of  fo  powerful 
an  inftrument.  ” 

But  the  reparation  of  our  author  and  his  friends,  which  fodn  after 
happened,  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Arbuthnott,  and  the  infirmities  of 
Dean  Swift,  put  a final  (J?)  period  to  their  defign,  when  they  had  only 
drawn  out  an  imperfect  effay  towards  it,  under  the  title  of  the  firft 
book  of  the  memoirs  of  Scriblerus . 

Moral  fatire  (continues  the  editor  above  mentioned)  never  loft 
more  than  in  the  defeCt  of  this  project;  in  the  execution  of  which* 
each  of  this  illuftrious  triumvirate,  would  have  found  exercife  for  his 
own  peculiar  talent;  befides  conftant  employment  for  thofe  they  all 
had  in  common;  Dodor  Arbuthnott  was  {killed  in  every  thing 
which  related  to  fcience ; Pope  was  mafter  in  the  fine  arts  ; and 
Doctor  Swift  excelled  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world;  wit  they  had 
all  in  equal  proportion,  and  in  a portion  fo  large,  that  no  age  per- 
haps ever  produced  three  men,  on  whom  nature  had  more  bounti- 
fully beftowed  it,  or  in  whom  art  had  brought  it  to  higher  perfection.’* 

A very  pleafant  account  of  this  undertaking,  and  of  the  (hare  which 
Dr.  Arbuthnott  and  Mr.  Pope  took  in  it,  is  to  be  found  in  a letter 
(c)  from  the  DoCtor  to  Dean  Swift. 

u Pray  remember  (d)  Martin,  who  is  an  innocent  fellow,  and  will  not 
difturb  your  folitude;  the  ridicule  of  medicine  is  fo  copious  a fob- 

( a ) Ruffhead’s  Life  of  Pope.  207.  208.' 

(c)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CXXII. 

(b)  It  is  said,  that  the  demise  of  Q^oeen  Anne,  which  happened  this  year,  prevented 
the  projeid,  mentioned  in  the  text,  from  being  carried  into  execution.  Biogr.  Brit.  R 
23S.  Kipp.  Edit.  Art.  “ Arbuthnott 

(d)  Martitius  Scriblerus y of  whom  Pope,  Arbuthnott,  and  Gay,  were  to  write 
the  Memoirs.  (Hawksew.  II.  30.)  This  being  their  joint  labours,  Lord  Treasurer 
Oxford  tailed  the  authors  of  them,  the  Junto.  Hawkesw.  II.  22. 


je&,  that  I muft  only  here  and  there  touch  it;  I have  made  him 
ftudy  phyfic  from  the  phyficians  or  recipes  on  the  apothecary’s 
file,  where  there  is  a good  plentiful  field  for  fatire  upon  the 
prefent  pra&ice;  one  of  his  proje&s  was  by  a (e)  ftamp  upon 
bliftering  plaiffers  and  melilat  by  the  yard,  to  raife  money  for  the 
government,  and  to  give  it  to  (f)  Radcliff  and  others  to  farm, 
but  there  was  like  to  be  a petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminffer,  who  had  no  mind  to  be  flead;  there  was  a 
problem,  about  the  dofes  of  purging  medicines,  publifhed  four  years 
ago,  {hewing,  they  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  patient; 
from  thence  Martin  endeavours  to  determine  the  queffion,  about  the 
weight  of  the  ancient  men,  by  the  dofes  of  phyfic  that  were  given  them: 
one  of  the  beft  inventions  was  a map  of  difeafes,  for  the  three  cavities 
of  the  body,  and  one  for  the  external  parts  ; juft  like  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  world  : then,  the  great  difeafes  are  like  capital  cities,  with 
their  fymptoms,  all  like  ftreets  and  fuburbs,  with  the  roads  that  lead  to 
other  difeafes : it  is  thicker  fet  with  towns,  than  any  Flanders-map  you 
ever  faw.  Radcliff  is  painted  at  the  (g)  corner  of  the  map,  contend- 
ing for  the  univerfal  empire  of  this  world,  and  the  reft  of  the  phyficians 
oppofing  his  ambitious  defigns,  with  a project  of  a treaty,  to  fettle 
peace.” 

65  This  is  an  excellent  fubjedt  of  ridicule,  from  fome  of  the  Ger- 
man phyficians,  who  fet  up  a fentive  foul,  as  a fort  of  a firft  minia- 
ture, to  the  rational ; Helmont  calls  him  Archceus;  Dolceus  calls  him 

Microcofmeter : 

( e ) A duty  has  now  been  some  time  since  imposed  on  quack  medicines,  which 
seems  to  be  the  objedt  of  Doctor  Arbuthnott’s  satire  in  the  text,  although  not 
so  mentioned  by  express  name. 

(/)  The  famous  physician  of  that  name,  and  of  the  time  spoken  of,  in  the  text  ; he 
attended  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt’s  wife,  with  great  pleasure,  in  spite  to  her  husband^ 
who  wished  her  dead.  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CCI.XIV. 

(g ) In  one  corner  of  Hogarth’s  Gate  of  Calais,  he  has  drawn  his  own  portrait,  but 
not,  indeed,  in  ridicule,  but  on  the  contrary,  on  a most  serious  occasion  ; for  he  was  ar 
rested  there,  as  a spy  of  the  country  ; and  he  had  a very  narrow  escape  for  his  life  i ire 
asmuch  as  the  Governor  of  the  place,  with  great  politeness  assured  Hogarth,  that  had 
not  a Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  two  nations,  been  actually  signed,  he  should  have 
been  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  hanging  him  up  upon  the  ramparts.  J, 
Ireland’s  Hogarth  illustrated,”  I,  287,  288, 


Microcofmeter : he  has  under  him  feveral  other  genii,  that  refide  in 
the  particular  parts  of  his  body,  particularly  prince  Cordimelec  in  the 
heart;  Gaftoronex  in  the  ftomach ; and  the  plaftic  prince,  in  the  or. 
gans  of  generation  : I believe,  I could  make  you  laugh,  at  the  ex- 
plication of  diftempers,  from  the  wars  and  alliances  of  thofe  princes, 
and  how  the  firft  minifter  gets  the  better  of  his  mill  refs,  anima  ra- 
tionalist 

66  The  beff  is,  that  it  is  making  reprifals  upon  the  politicians,  who 
are  fure  to  allegorize  all  the  animal  oeconomy,  into  (fate  affairs ; Pope 
has  been  collecting  high  flights  of  poetry,  which  are  very  good; 
they  are  to  be  folemn  non  fen fe  ; I thought  upon  the  following  the 
other  day,  as  I was  going  into  my  coach,  the  duft  being  trouble- 
fome. 


(h)  The  duft  in  fmaller  particles  arofe 
Than  thofe,  which  fluid  bodies  do  compofe  ; 

Contraries  in  extremes,  do  often  meet, 

"Twas  now  fo  dry,  that  you  might  call  it  wet. 

I do  not  give  you  thefe  hints  to  divert  you,  but  that  you  may 
have  your  thoughts,  and  work  upon  them.” 

10  July,  1714.  (/)  In  this  letter,  DoClor  Arsuthnott  gives  Dean 
Swift  a fhort  account  of  a treafonable  piece,  intituled  4‘ An  Hiflory 
of  the  laft  Inva.fi  on  of  Scotland t 

17  (k)  July.  The  letter  of  this  date,  contains  particulars  of  Swift’s 
unfuccefsful  application  to  be  appointed  hiftoriographer  to  the  Queen, 
the  fame  being  bellowed  on  Thomas  Maddocks,  Efq.  whom  the  (/J 
Dean  ftigmatifes  as  a worthlefs  rogue,  whom  nobody  knew;  * whereas 
Mr.  Maddocks  bore  a very  fair  character,  and  was  befides  perfedlly 
well  qualified  for  the  office,  having  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  antient 
records  of  the  kingdom,  which  appears  from  his  curious  publication, 
intituled  64  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Exchequer,”  and 
fome  other  works  of  that  kind. 

Are  uthnott 

* Editor. 

( h ) Hawkesw.  Lett.  CXXII.  (!)  Havvkesw.  Lett.  CXXXIX,  (k)  Hawkesw* 
Lett.  CXXXIIL  (0  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CCCXCV * 


Arbuthnott  humouroufiy  cenfures  Whifton’s  project  of  the  ( m } 
longitude, 

12  Auguft,  1714.  (n)  He  obferves,  on  the  demife  of  queen  Anne, 
that  it  was  unfortunate,  that  fhe  had  been  perfuaded,  as  was  fuppofed 
by  ( 0 ) Lowndes,  that  it  was  neceftary  to  have  her  will  under  the 
Great  Seal;  mention  is  alfo  herein  made  of  the  generous  difpofition 
of  George  (p)  the  Lit. 

2 Dec.  1714,  1 Geo.  I.  Subftance  ( q ) of  the  Pretender’s  decla- 
ration, on  the  demife  of  Oueen  Anne  ; in  which  there  are  words  to 
this  purpofe,  “ That  the  Pretender  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the 
good  intentions  of  (r)  his  lifter.” 

(m)  The  celebrated  Gainsbprough  had  a longitudinal  brother,  of  whom,  see  an  ac^ 
Count,  in  Thicknesse’s  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Paintings  of  Gainsborough,  57,  58,  Edit. 
3788.  ( n ) Hawkesw.  Lett.  CLVII. 

( 0 ) This  is  old  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  famous  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  reign  of 
William  III.  this  reign,  and  in  that  of  George  I.  who  used  to  say,  <£  Take  care  of  the 
pence,  and  the  pounds  will  take  care  of  themselves.55  By  the  observance  of  this  max- 
im, his  two  grandsons  succeeded  to  very  considerable  fortunes,  acquired  thereby,  and 
which  he  left  them.  Lord  Chesterfield’s  Lett.  II.  34.3,  Lett.  CCXVI.  Edit.  1787  to 
this  gentleman,  Serjeant  Selby,  left  a vast  estate,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  until  his  heir 
(the  SerjeanPs)  should  make  out  a legal  claim  thereto  ; this  has  been  attempted  by 
several,  but  they  all  failed  j and  Mr.  Lowndes’s  family  is  likely  to  continue  in  possession 
of  it,  as  a fee  simple. 

fp)  In  the  year  1715,  the  second  year  of  his  reign,  he  gave  a remarkable  instance  of 
the  benignity  of  his  nature,  for  being  informed,  that  Earl  NithisdaT,  one  of  the 
Scotch  rebels,  in  the  Tower,  and  who  was  to  have  been  executed  for  Treason  the  next 
morning,  had  made  his  escape  the  preceding  day,  in  woman’s  apparel,  furnished  and 
convey  ed  to  him  by  his  own  mother,  Smol.  Hist.  Eng.  II.  388,  he  smilingly  asked. 

And  how  could  that  unfortunate  nobleman  have  done  better  P5 

( q ) Hawkesw.  Lett.  CLXVIII. 

(r)  Mr.  Dundas  of  Arniston,  in  his  speech  to  the  Dean  and  Faculty  of  Advocates 
in  Scotland,  upon  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  who  was  a Roman  Catholick,  sending 
about  the  latter  end  of  June,  1709,  6 Anne,  to  Mr.  Robert  Burnet,  the  then  Dean,  a 
silver  medal  with  an  head  on  the  right  side,  and  this  legend,  Cujus  est?  i.  e.  Whose  is 
it'?  and  on  the  reverse,  the  British  islands,  with  this  motto  “ Reddite ” i.  e.  “ Restore" 
as  a present  to  the  Faculty;  in  this  speech,  Mr.  Dundas  said,  “ I think  those  gentlemen 
pf  the  Faculty  affront  Queen  Anne,  whom  they  pretend  to  honour,  in  disgracing  her 
brother,  who  is  not  only  a Prince  of  the  Blood,  but  the  first  thereof ; and  if  blood  caq 
give  any  right,  he  is  our  undoubted  Sovereign  j”  again,  three  days  after,  Dundas  re- 
fiipned  the  n^ost  hearty  thanks  of  the  Faculty,  to  the  Dutchess  for  all  her  Grace’s  fa- 
vours. 


171754  Geo.  I.  It  appears  that  Arbuthnott  had  this  year,  in 
conjunftion  with  Pope,  a fhare  in  the  unfuccefsful  comedy  of  (s) 
Three  Hours  after  Marriage”  a piece,  which,  with  fuch  a combi- 
nation of  wit  and  talents  to  bring  it  forth,  feems  not  to  have  had 
ftrength  enough,  for  (/)  reprefentation,  nor  fince  to  have  been  worthy 
revival. 

17185  14  OH.  5 Geo.  L The  Doctor’s  humourous  remark  re- 

fpeHing 

.1 

yours,  particularly,  in  presenting  them  with  a medal  of  their  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  j 
hoping , and  being  confident,  that  her  Grace  would  very  soon  have  the  opportunity 
to  compliment  the  Faculty,  with  a second  medal,  struck  upon  the  restoration  of  the 
King , and  Royal  Fatnily  ; and  the  finishing  Rebellion , usurping  tyranny  and  vuhiggisnuf 
Tindall’s  Continuation  of  Rapin’s  History  of  England,  I.  630,  B.  folio  Edit.  1787^ 
However,  the  Pretender  was  only  brother-in-law  to  the  Queen,  by  James  lid.  wife; 
and  was  the  supposititious  child,  who  occasioned  the  famous  story  of  the  warming  pan,, 
in  the  reign  of  his  father  : his  own  mother  was  consequently  only  the  foster  mother  op 
his  sisters,  Anne  and  Mary,  who  both  were  Hydes,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon’s  daughters  by  his  wife,  who  was  a tub-woman  at  a small-beer  brewhouse^ 
These  two  daughters  of  James  lid.  and  grand-daughters  of  the  Chancellor  became 
successively  Queen  Regents,  Mary,  consort  of  William  the  Illd.  and  Queen  Anne, 
in  the  text  ; these  are  such  notorious  historical  fadts,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
the  authorities,  for  very  few  histories  of  their  country,  have  hitherto  come  abroad 
that  do  not  mention  them,  as  Rapin,  Hume,  &c.  Robert  Harley,  the  famous  Lord 
Treasurer  Oxford,  mentioned  in  these  papers,  by  the  name  of  Dragon , and  whom 
puiscard,  a foreign  spy,  attempted  to  assassinate,  while  he  was  under  examination  there, 
was  applied  to  by  Queen  Anne,  to  notify  to  the  Pretender,  her  wish  and  design  that 
he  should  be  her  successor  ; but  this  he  declined,  unless  her  Majesty  would  be  pleased 
to  give  him  her  signification  under  her  own  hand,  which  she  accordingly  did,  and  he 
accordingly  signified  the  same  ; some  time  after  this  transaction,  though  so  secret,  trans 
pired,and  became  the  subject  of  investigation  at  the  Council  Board  ; during  whichf 
broad  insinuations  were  thrown  out  against  the  Queen  ; her  Majesty  in  order  to  screen 
herself,  endeavoured  to  lay  the  charge  on  Oxford,  whereupon  Harley  produced  the  ori- 
ginal letter,  under  the  Queen’s  own  hand  writing,  having  sent  only  a copy. 

(s)  See  Eyre’s  Life  of  Pope,  II.  80.  Life  of  Gqy  to  his  Fables,  VII.  Biogr.  Brit, 
ap.  Kipp.  I.  239. 

(/)  It  seems  the  farce.  Three  Hours  after  Marriage,  said  to  be  written  by  Pope 
Gay,  and  Arbuthnott,  had  been  aCted  soon  after  the  accession  of  George  I.  with 
so  little  success,  that  Cibber  and  Mrs.  Oldfield  were  both  severely  hooted  by  the  au- 
dience. One  of  the  most  unfortunate  incidents  in  this  comedy  was,  introducing  into  a 
physician’s  house,  two  lovers  of  his  wife,  in  the  shapes  of  a mummy  and  a crocodile  ; 
this  Colley  ridiculed  in  his  chara&er  of  Bayes  in  the  Rehearsal;  which  occasioned  a 
very  serious  quarrel  between  Pope,  Cibber,  and  Gay.  See  Davies’s  Dram.  Miscel, 
III,  320,  321, 


fpe&ing  Mifs  Nelly  [u)  Bennet,  introduced  by  him  to  the  French 
Court,  accompanied  by  a copy  of  verfes  on  her  by  him  ; of  whom 
he  fpeaks  as  follows,  6t  I had  the  honour  of  carrying  an  Irifh  lady 
to  court,  who  was  admired  beyond  all  the  ladies  in  France,  for 
her  beauty,  fhe  had  great  refpeft  fhewn  her,  the  Hulfar  himfelf  was 
ordered  to  bring  her  the  King’s  cat  to  kifs.” 

1718,  1 1 Dec.  5 Geo.  I.  (x)  Prescription  for  a (y)  vertigo,  or  gid- 
dinefs  in  the  head,  a recipe  of  bitters  for  (Lengthening  the  ftomach* 
Mr.  Rowe’s  death,  about  a mad  dog;  Lord  Bolingbroke’s  Marriage, 
his  attainder ; of  the  Dukes  of  Ormond  and  Brunfwick:  he  obferves, 
that  curiofity  is  the  bed  reafon  for  wifhing  to  be  old. 

1721,  8 Geo.  L 30  Sept.  By  a (z)  letter  from  Dr.  Arbutix- 
nott  ( a ) to  Mr.  Watkins,  we  are  informed  of  the  following  curious 
anecdote  refpefting  the  celebrated  Prior ; 

London,  3 o Sept.  1721. 

u Prior  has  had  a narrow  efcape  by  dying ; for,  if  he  had  lived, 
he  had  married  a brimftone  (b)  bitch,  one  Beffy  Cox,  that  keeps  an 
ale-houfe  in  Long-Acre ; her  hufband  died  about  a month  ago,  and 
Prior  hath  left  his  eftate  between  his  Servant  Jonathan  ( c ) Drift  and 
Beffy  Cox;  Lewis  got  drunk  with  punch  with  Befs  night  before  laft; 
don’t  fay  where  you  had  this  news  of  Prior.  I hope  all  my  mif- 
treffes’s  (d)  minifters  will  not  behave  themfelves  fo.” 

1722,  9 Geo.  I*  At  the  Bath  feafon,  in  the  latter  end  of  this 
vear,  Dr.  Arbuthnott  arrived  in  that  city,  apparently  for  his 
health,  being  accompanied  thither  by  one  of  his  brothers,  who  was 
then  lately  come  to  England, 

( u ) Hawkesw.  Lett.  CLXXXIX.  (x)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CXC,  (y)  Hawkesw* 
Lett.  CCVII,  CCLXIV,  CCLXXIX,  and  CCCLI.  (z)  Edinb.  Mag.  Old  Series, 
VII.  141.  ( a ) This  letter  is  no  prior  biography  of  Arbuthnott. 

(b)  This  expression  from  such  a character  as,  the  Doctor,  seems  to  impeach  its 
genuineness. 

(c)  Adrian  Drift.  Brit.  Biogr.  VIII,  360.  ( d ) Prior  was  Secretary  of  St^tt 

for  Ireland^  Brit.  Biogr.  VIII.  355.  (^)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CCXX, 


17235  *oGeo.  I.  On  30  Sept,  this  year,  the  Doctor  was  eleft- 
ed  the  fecond  Cenfor  of  the  College  of  Phylicians. 

1725,  12  Geo.  I.  This  year  he  was  feized  with  a mo  ft  unufual 
and  dangerous  diftemper,  an  impofthume  in  the  bowels,  from  which 
he  fpeedily  and  happily  recovered,  to  the  great  joy  of  his  ( e ) friends. 

1726,  April,  13  Geo.  I*-  ( f ) In  the  beginning  of  this  month,  the 

Doctor  had  the  honour  of  the  commands  of  her  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Princefs  of  (g)  Wales,  to  fignify  her  pleafure,  that  he  would  ac- 
company Dean  Swift  in  confequence  of  her  invitation  made  to  him, 
by  the  Doftor. 

1726,  20  Sept.  (Jo)  The  Doctor  herein  mentions  the  amiable  qua- 
lities for  which  he  admired  and  valued  the  Dean ; he  alfo  fpeaks  of 
the  famous  Excife  Bill,  and  the  equally  celebrated  Doflor  Henry 
Sacheverell. 

1726,  (/)  8 Nov.  13  Geo.  L Mentions  a droll  incident  or  two 
on  the  publication  of  Gulliver’s  Travels,  among  which  are  the  two 
following,  very  lingular. 

Lord  Scarborough  is  no  inventor  of  ftories,  told  Doflor  Arbuth- 
nott,  that  he  fell  in  company  with  the  mafter  of  a Ihip,  who  told 
him,  that  he  was  very  well  acquainted  with  Gulliver,  but  that  the 
printer  had  miftaken,  that  he  lived  in  Wapping,  not  at  Rotherhithe  5 
the  other  is,  that  the  Doflor  lent  the  book  to  an  old  gentleman,  who 
went  (k)  immediately  to  his  map,  to  fearch  for  Lilliput. 

1726,  20,  (/)  13  Geo*  I.  The  Doctor  in  his  letter  rallies  the 
Dean,  on  his  fuppofed  neglefl  of  him,  and  obferves  that  the  gaf- 
coigne  afked  to  fpeak  only  one  word  with  the  French  king,  which 
the  Grand  Monarch  confining  him  to  do,  he  brought  a paper,  faid 
Signez , and  not  a word  more;  relates  to  the  Dean  the  danger  Pope 
had  been  in  of  the  hazard  of  his  life,  from  a narrow  efcape  of  being 
drowned,  whereby  he  was  much  hurt. 

1727» 

(/)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CCXXII.  (g)  Afterwards  Queen  Caroline,  royal  con- 

sort to  George  II.  and  grandmother  to  his  present  Majesty.  (h ) Hawkesw.  Lett. 
CCXXIX.  (i)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CCXXXII.  fkj  Hawkesw.  Lett.  Vol. 

JI.  p,  244,  245,  (IJ  Hawkesw,  Lett,  CCXXIX, 


17275  l Geo.  II.  On  the  5th  08:.  this  year,  he  was  made  sill 
Ele8  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and  on  18th  lame  month,  he  pro- 
nounced the  Herveian  oration;  during  all  this  time,  he  continued 
the  pra8ice  of  his  profeffion,  with  great  reputation ; and  among  other 
eminent  perfons  whom  he  attended,  in  his  medical  capacity,  was  the 
celebrated  Earl  of  Chelterfield,  who  was  proud  to  have  fuch  a man 
for  his  friend,  ( m ) as  well  as  his  phyfician;  Doctor  Arbuthnott 
was  not,  however,  fo  deeply  engaged  in  bufmefs,  but  that  he  could 
find  leifure  to  write  feveral  pieces  of  wit  and  humour. 

1728-9,  2 Geo.  II.  19  March.  By  this  letter  it  appears,  that  the 
Doctor’s  unwearied  endeavours  recovered  John  Gay  from  the  point 
( n ) of  death. 

1730,  4 Geo.  II.  When  Curl  the  bookfeller,  whom  Doctor 
Arbuthnott  termed  one  of  the  terrors  of  death,  from  his  conftantly 
printing  every  eminent  perfon’s  life,  and  lalt  will,  publifiied  an  adver- 
tifement  of  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Congreve;  he  endeavoured,  out 
of  friendlhip  to  the  deceafed,  to  prevent  any  impofition  on  the  public, 
in  the  name  of  Congreve,  and  met  with  impertinent  abufe  from  the 
perfon,  who  called  himfelf  the  Author  of  Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Writ- 
ings and  Amours  of  William  (0)  Congreve,  Efq.  For  more  concern- 
ing Curl,  fee  under  13th  January  1732  3. 

1731- 2,  5 Geo.  II.  On  Thurfday  11th  February,  1731-2  5 Geo. 
II.  the  famous  bitch  that  played  at  cards,  and  performed  many  won- 
derful tricks,  beat  (p)  Doctor  Arb  uth not t,  two  games  at  quadrille. 

1732,  6 Geo.  II.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  contributing  his  endeavours  towards  dete8ing  and  punifhing  the 
fcandalous  frauds  and  abufes,  which  had  been  carried  on  under  the 
fpecious  name  of  66  The  charitable  Corporation.” 

1732- 3,  13  January,  6 Geo.  II.  Gay  ( q ) the  poet,  who  departed 
this  life,  4 December,  1732,  died  univerfally  lamented  by  almoll 
every  body,  even  by  thofe  who  knew  him  only  in  reputation;  he  was 
interredin  Weftminfter  Abbey,  as  if  he  had  been  a Peer  of  the  realm , 

and 

(m)  Biogr.  Brit.ap.  Kipp.  I.  239.  fn)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  CCLXIV. 

( 0 ) Davies’s  Dram.  Miscell.  III.  362,363.  (p ) GentL  Mag.i  l.45n 

(q)  Hawkesw,  Lett,  vol.  III.  95. 


and  the  good  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  who  lamented  him  as  a brother, 
will  (r)  fet  up  a handfome  monument  upon  him. — Arbuthnott 
believes  the  Beggar’s  Opera,  and  what  he  had  to  come  upon  the 
Stage,  will  make  the  fum  of  the  diverHons,  for  fome  time  to  come. 
Curl  (/)  has  been  writing  letters  to  every  body  for  memoirs  of  his 
life  5 Arbuthnott  was  for  fending  him  fome,  particularly  an  ac- 
count of  Gay’s  difgrace  at  Court,  which  he  was  fure  might  have  been 
made  entertaining,  by  which  the  Doctor  fays,  he  fhould  have  attain- 
ed two  ends  at  once,  publifhed  truth,  and  got  a rafcal  whipped  for  it; 
but  he  was  overuled  in  it.  The  prefent  writer  takes  leave  to  add  an- 
other anecdote  of  Curl,  he  was  a client  of  old  Salkeld,  an  attorney, 
with  whom  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke^ 
ferved  his  clerklhip;  during  which  time  he  frequented  his  mailer’s 
houfe,  and  was  at  times  lighted  out  by  him.  This  impudent  book  feller 
had  an  hearing  in  Chancery,  at  which  time  Yorke  was  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Plardwicke  refpehling  fome  pirated  book,  in  which  traffic  he 
dealt  pretty  largely;  Curl  attended  the  caufe,  and  took  great  pains  by 
grimaces  and  odd  gellures,  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  Chancellor;  at 
laftLord  Plardwicke  a (Iced  him  who  he  was  P my  name  is  Curl,  pleafe 
your  Honour,  do  you  not  remember,  fays  he,  that  X ufed  to  vifit 
your  mailer  Salkeld,  in  Bell-court,  and  that  he  ufed  to  call  om  to 
you,  when  I was  going  away,  here  Pb/l,  take  the  candle,  and  light 
Mr.  Curl  down  Hairs.  But  to  return  from  this  digreffion  to  the  letter  ; 
mention  is  likewife  made  of  a new  edition  of  Pope’s  (/]  Dunciad. 

1733,  7 Geo.  XI.  Doctor  Arbuthnott  is  thought  to  have  been 
lead  to  his  medical  (u)  publications,  by  the  confideration  of  his  own 
cafe,  whofe  diforder  was  an  allhrna ; which,  having  gradually  en- 
creafed  with  his  years,  became,  at  length  defperate  and  incurable. 

The  Doctor  (x)  is  faid,  but  at  what  particular  period,  we  are  not 
informed,  to  have  been  fometime  Howard  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Clergy, 

1734i 

(rj  It  is  now  among  the  monuments  in  the  Abbey,  at  his  Grace’s  expence. 
fsj  See  more  ot  Curl,  under  the  year  1730. 

(t)  Hawkesw.  Lett  Vol.  III.  96.  (uj  See  among  the  Doctor’s  Writings, 

at  the  end  of  this  his  Biography.  (x)  Biogr.  Brit.  ap..  Kipp.  L 243. 


1734»  July  17,  8 Geo.  II.  Arbuthnott’s  health  Teems  to  have 
been  upon  the  decline,  and  at  the  clofe  of  a letter  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Pope’s  (y)  inquiries  after  him,  written  as  it  were,  by  the  Doctor  on 
his  death  bed,  he  fays,  “ a recovery  in  my  cafe,  and  at  my  age,  is 
impoffible,  the  kindeft  wifhes  of  my  friends  is  an  (z)  euthanajia , that 
living  or  dying,  he  fhould  be  Pope’s.” 

1734,  Oft.  4,  8 Geo.  II.  In  a letter  of  this  date,  to  his  other  [a] 
great  friend  Doftor  Swift,  he  difplays  the  refignation,  calmnefs,  and 
piety  of  his  mind;  though  he  met  with  a temporary  relief  at  Hamp- 
Itead,  and  efpecially  from  riding,  yet  being  fenfible  that  an  effeftual 
cure  of  his  difeafe  was  impoffible,  he  thought  proper  to  return  to 
his  own  houfe,  in  Cork-ftreet,  Burlington  Gardens. 

Oft.  30.  Arbuthnott’s  letter  of  this  date,  to  Dean  Swift,  in  the 
Doctor’s  laft  illnefs,  and  Tome  few  months  before  his  deceafe,  (A) 
is  very  afFefting,  and  teems  with  expreffions  of  friendfhip. 

1735-6,9  Geo.  II.  On  27th  February,  this  year,  the  ineflimable 
Doctor  departed  (c)  this  life,  at  his  houle  in  Cork-ftreet,  Burling- 
ton Gardens,  aged  fifty-four  (d). 

* ' / 

For  further  particulars  of  the  Biography  of  this  eminent  member  of  the 

republic  of  letters , fee  all  the  authorities  quoted  and  referred  to , in  this 
Memoir , 

1 

Doctor  Arbuthnott  was  a married  (< e ) man,  and  had  feve- 
ral  children,  fome  of  both  fexes,  of  whom  he  was  very  fond,  and 
rather  weak  (/)  in  indulgence  to  them  ; of  his  Tons,  one  died  in  the 
year  (g)  1730,  4 Geo.  II.  and  two  furvived  him,  ( h ) Charles  and 

George, 

(y)  The  Letter  alluded  to,  is  of  the  date  in  the  text,  see  Pope’s  Lett.  318,  319, 
quarto,  Lett.  CLXXXVII.  Edit.  1737. 

(z)  From  the  Greek  word,  E ytoaom,  an  happy  and  easy  death.  Lexicon. 

fa)  Hawkesw.  Lett.  DCV.  ( b ) Hawkesw.  Lett.  CCCXXXIV. 

(c)  Gentl.  Mag.  V.  163.  a.  ( d ) Playfair’s  Biogr.  Alp.  Index,  ap.  Chron. 

(e)  Biogr.  Brit.  I.  243.  Art.  u Arbuthnott”  Kipp.  Edit. 

ff ) He  suffered  his  children  to  tear  out  his  Essay  at  one  end  of  his  great  folio  paper 
book,  for  their  kites,  while  he  was  writing  them  at  the  other.  Ruff'.  Life  of  Pope,  209. 

(g)  British  Biography,  VIII.  349,  350. 

( h ) This  son  died  2 Dec.  1731,  5 Geo.  II.  at  his  father’s  house,  in  Cork-street,  Bur- 
lington Gardens.  Gentl.  Mag.  I.  540. 


George,  the  former  was  of  Oxford,  and  in  the  church;  the  latter  en- 
joyed a place  (7)  of  confiderable  profit,  under  Government;  he  was 
the  Remembrancer’s  firfl  fecondary  in  the  Exchequer  office,  as  alfo 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  equity  fide  of  that  court,  and  had  an  ample 
private  fortune  befides ; he  was  one  of  the  executors  of  Pope’s  (k)  will, 
and  alfo  a fpecific  legatee  therein  $ the  prefent  writer  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  this  fon,  having  employed  him  as  his  clerk  in  court,  forfome 
years ; he  was  a gentleman  of  known  and  acknowledged  worth  and  cha- 
racter ; he  became  exceeding  corpulent,  not  lefs  in  fize  than  the  famous 
Bright  of  Malden  in  Effex*  he  died  (/)  8 Sept.  1779,  aged  feventy- 
fix ; of  his  daughters  two  (m)  furvived  him,  one  of  them  was  named 
Anne,  and  a legatee  in  his  will,  both  are  fince  dead,  and  unmarried. 

The  delineation  of  Doctor  Arb uthnott’s  chara&er,  by  Earl 
(/zj  Orrery,  is  univerfally  known,  hardly  one  of  his  biographers  having 
omitted  it,  we  therefore  fhall  give  that  character  of  him,  which  is 
drawn  by  the  late  (0)  DoClors  Wharton,  Beattie,  and  Jobnfon. 

Arbuthnott  was  the  principal  author,  among  the  firfl  writers,  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  poffefled  more  wit,  than  either  Swift  or 
Pope,  and  deeper  ( p ) learning,  than  even  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  was 
more  highly  efteemed  for  his  exemplary,  and  amiable  (7)  virtues, 
than  any  other  writer  of  his  time,  Addifon  only  excepted;  he  was  al- 
moft  fingular  in  his  confummate  probity  and  integrity,  with  peculiar 

fweetnefs 


(i)  Biogr*  Br.  as  above. 

( k ) Ruff.  Life  of  Pope,  544,  545,  54 6.  (/)  Gentl.  Mag.  XLIX.  471.  a. 

(m)  Biogr.  Brit.  Kipp.  Edit.  (n)  Lord  Orrery’s  “ Remarks  on  the  Life  and 

Writings  of  Swift,  Svo.  Edit.  164,  165.  (0)  Biogr.  Brit.  III.  among  the  “ Cor- 

r'lgenda .” 

(p)  The  extent  and  accuracy  of  Doctor  Arbuthnott’s  learning,  is  worthily  ob- 

served upon,  by  one  of  the  present  Prelates,  in  a modern  publication  of  great  esteem. 
See  Hurd’s  Dialogues,  Dial.  Ill*  between  the  Honourable  Robert  Digby,  Doctor 
Arbuthnott,  and  Mr.  Addison,  109,  Id.  Dial.  IV. 

( q ) Pope  in  his  Advertisement  to  his  Epistle  to  Doctor  Arbuthnott,  says,  it 
was  owing  to  the  respedt  of  the  learned  and  candid  friend,  to  whom  it  is  inscribed, 
that  he  did  not  make  as  free  use  of  the  names  of  his  enemies,  as  they  had  done  of  his,  and 
in  the  Epistle  itself  : 

No  names,— be  calm— learn  prudence  ot  a friend.’(i) * * * * * * * 9 


1 


fweetnefs  of  temper;  an  excellent  (r)  phyfician,  and  equally  re- 
markable, for  his  humourous  writings,  in  (/)  verfe,  as  well  as  (7) 
profe. 


A PARTIAL  CATALOGUE  OF  HIS  WRITINGS. 

'Tables  of  Ant  lent  Coins , THeights , and  Meafures  (u)  explained  eind 
exemplified , in  feveral  differ  tat  ions* 

44  Treatife  concerning  the  nature  and  choice  of  Aliments , 

44  An  Effay  on  the  effects  of  Air  on  the  Human  Body.” 

44  The  Examination  of  Doctor  JVoodwardt s Account  of  the  (x)  De- 
luged' 

A*  * 

This  learned  Treatife,  was  the  full  work  Arbuthnott  engaged  in, 
upon  his  arrival  in  London;  it  appeared  in  the  year,  1697,  9 Will* 
III.  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Doctor's  ( y ) literary  fame. 

His 

(r)  Pope  used  to  say,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  Doctor  Arbuthnott,  he  should 
not  have  had  sufficient  health,  to  apply  himself  to  study  ; so  that  much  of  Mr.  Pope’s 
writings  must  be  allowed,  to  be  owing  to  his  care  of  him.  Ayre’s  Life  of  Pope  II.  80. 

( s ) For  his  humourous  Poetry,  see  his  Verses  on  Miss  Nelly  Burnett,  in  Hawkesw. 
Lett.  II.  144;  his  burlesque  of  the  lines  of  Durastanti  or  Cuzzoni ; Colonel  Char- 
tres’s Epitaph;  and  Verses  on  the  Dust,  under  26  June,  1714. 

( t ) For  his  humourous  Prose,  see  his  u Altercation  of  the  Ancients,”  in  Hawkesw. 
Lett.  III.  14.  Biogr.  Brit.  I.  249.  Kipp.  Edit.  His  censure  of  Whiston’s  Projedt  of 
the  Longitude,  under  17  July,  1714,  ahd  the  following  Anecdote  : 

“ Charles  Jarvis,  the  painter,  who  affedted  to  be  a Freethinker,  was  one  day  talking 
very  irreverently  of  the  scriptures,  Doctor  Arbuthnott  maintained  to  him,  that 
he  was  not  only  a speculative,  but  a practical  believer  ; Jarvis  denied  it  ; Arbuth- 
nott said,  he  would  prove  it,  “ You  stridfly  observe  the  second  Commandment,”  said 
the  Doctor,  “ for  in  your  pictures  you  make  not  the  likeness  of  any  thing,  that  is  in 
the  Heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  in  the  waters  under  the  earth.”  Wal- 
pole, (Earl  of  Orford)  Anec.  of  Paint.  IV.  25.  a. 

( u ) Genth  Mag.  XIX.  119.  b.  Biogr.  Brit.  I.  239,  Kipp.  Edit. 

(a-)  Gent.  Mag.  XI.  392.  Biogr.  Brit.ap.  Kipp.  I - 237. 

(y)  S.  Ireland’s  Graphic  Illustr.  of  Hogarth,  35. 


His  (z)  Epitaph  on  (43*)  Chartres  (allowing  one  fmall  alteration,  the 
word  permitted  inftead  of  connives  at)  is  a complete,  and  a mafterly 
compofition  in  its  kind;  it  fhines  velut  inter  ignes  lima  minor es. 

6i  Ejfay  on  the  ufefulnefs  (b)  of  Mathematical  Knowledge  ” 

Three  (c)  Hours  after  Ma  rriage  ft 

n Epiftolary  Correfpondence '* 

Thefe  letters  are  incorporated,  according  to  their  refpe&ive  dates, 
in  this  life  of  the  Doctor. 

46  A Sermon  preached  to  the  People , at  the  Mure  at  Crofs  of  Edin- 
burgh, on  the  fib j eft  of  the  Union  f 1706  Anne* 

Bat  it  is  only  fuppofed  he  wrote  this  anonymous  work.  See  the 
Corregenda  ’ of  the  firft  volume  of  Biog.  Brit,  in  the  third  volume 
of  that  work,  Kipp.  Edit. 

The  following  lines  were  fung  by  (d)  Duraftanti,  when  fhe  took  her 
leave  of  the  Engli/h  ftage  ; the  words  were,  in  hafte,  put  together  by 
(e)  Mr.  Pope,  at  the  earned  requeft  of  the  Earl  of  Peterborough. 

Generous,  gay,  and  gallant  nation. 

Bold  in  arms,  and  bright  in  arts  ; 

Land  fecure  from  all  invalion, 

All  but  Cupid’s  gentle  darts ! 

From 


(z)  Though  Lord  Orrery’s  correction  of  the  Epitaph  is  cited  in  the  BiogT.  Brit.  ap. 
Kipp,  yet  even  the  last  editor  hath  not  thought  fit  to  alter  the  copy  he  has  inserted  in 
his  edition.  Counsellor  Holliday  observes,  that  the  Colonel’s  memory  is  perpetuated,, 
though  not  embalmed,  by  a monumental  inscription  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Arbuth- 
nott  deeply  dipped  in  gall  j it  would  not  have  been  very  surprizing,  if  the  keen  sa_ 
tirist,  in  his  innimitable  epitaph,  had  availed  himself  of  the  circumstance  of  Chartres’ 
being  an  uusrer,  by  adding  to  the  long  catalogue  of  the  colonel’s  other  vices,  that  he  was 
a most  unaccountable  man,  who,  in  order  to  avoid  detection,  as  an  usurer,  kept  no  ac_ 
counts.  Holliday’s  Life  of  Earl  Mansfield,  31,  32,  a copy  of  the  Epitaph  alluded  to, 
may  be  read  in  Biog.  Brit.  I.  239,  Kipp.  Edit.  Swift’s  Misceli,  III.  53.  Edit.  1732. 

(a)  His  character  in  Biog.  Brit.  Arb.  “ Arbuthnott , John.”  (b)  Id.  I.  237,  n. 

(c)  Id.  I.  239,  and  see  under  the  year  1717. 

( d ) Or  Cuzzoni,  Biog.  Brit.  Kipp.  Edit,  I.  243,  n.  and  calc.  Voltaire’s  Lett,  con- 
cerning the  English  Nations,  18 x. 

(<?)  Neither  of  the  abovelines,  are  published  in  the  works  of  either  of  them.  Edinb. 
Mag.  Old  Series , IV.  587. 


From  your  charms,  oh,  who  would  run  I 
Who  would  leave  you  for  the  fun  ? 
Happy  foil,  adieu,  adieu! 

Let  old  charmers  yield  to  new* 

In  arms,  in  arts,  be  flill  more  fhining  ; 

All  your  joys  be  flill  increafing  ; 

All  your  tafles  be  flill  refining  ; 

All  your  joys,  for  ever  ceafing  : 

But  her  old  charmers  yield  to  new  ; 

Happy  foil,  adieu,  adieu! 


A Burlefque  of  the  above  Lines  by  Do6tor  (/)  Arbuthnott* 

Puppies,  whom  I now  am  learning 
Merry  fometimes,  always  mad, 

Who  lavifh  mofl,  when  debts  are  craving 
On  fool,  and  farce,  and  mafquerade ! 

Who  would  not  from  fuch  bubbles  run, 

"V 

And  leave  fuch  bleflings  for  the  fun  ? 

Happy  foil,  and  fimple  crew  ! 

Let  old  fharpers  yield  to  new ; 

All  your  tafles  be  flill  refining  ; 

All  your  nonfenfe  flill  more  fhining ; 

Blefl  in  fome  Berenflod  or  Bofchi, 

He  more  awkward,  he  more  hufky  ; 

And  never  want,  when  thcfe  are  lofl’us. 

Another  Hudegger  or  Fauflus. 

Happy  foil,  and  fimple  crew  ! 

Let  old  fharpers  yield  to  new  ! 

Bubbles  all,  adieu  ! adieu  ! 

The  D octor  has  had  the  Romance  of  Robin fon  Crufoe,  af- 
cribed  to  his  pen5  but  we  believe  without  much,  if  any  foundation. 

For 


(/)  Edinb.  Mag.  Old  Series,  IV.  585. 


For  an  account  of  the  DoctorV  other  writings , fee  under  his  Cha- 
racter, and  Biogr.  Brit . I.  Art.  u Arbuthnott  Johnf  Kipp.  Edit. 

The  portrait  of  Doctor  Arbuthnott,  may  be  feen  in  plate 
III.  of  S.  Ireland’s  Graphic  Illuftr.  of  Hogarth,  among  the  charac- 
ters, who  frequented  Button’s  Coffee-Houfe,  about  the  year  1720; 
the  (ketch  was  done  by  Mr.  I,  which,  he  informs  us,  receives  addi- 
tional value  from  the  confideration,  that  no  well  authenticated  portrait 
of  the  Doctor,  is  extant;  none  fuch,  at  lead,  has  come  within  Mr, 
I’s  (g)  knowledge. 


(g)  See  the  Illustr,  34. 
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M A C L A U R I N,  the  Mathematician. 

Colin  (a)  MACLAURIN  was  originally  defcended  of  an  ancient 
family,  which  had  been  long  in  poffedion  of  the  Ifland  of  Terrie9 
orTirey,  one  of  the  Hebudes,  Hebrides,  or  Wedern  Iflands,  upon 
the  coad  of  Argylefhire  ; his  grandfather  Daniel,  removing  to  Inve- 
rara,  greatly  contributed  to  redore  that  town,  after  it  had  been  almoft 
entirely  ruined  in  the  time  of  the  Civil  Wars;  and  by  fome  Memoirs 
which  he  wrote  of  his  own  time,  appears  to  have  been  a perfon  of 
worth,  and  fuperior  abilities ; John  the  fon  of  Daniel,  and  father  of 
our  Mathematician,  was  Minider  of  Glenderule,  where  he  not  only 
didinsmi died  himfelf  by  all  the  virtues  of  a faithful  and  diligent  Pa C- 
tor,  but  did  leave,  in  the  Regidry  of  his  Provincial  Synod,  lading 
monuments  of  his  talents  for  buhnefs,  and  of  his  public  fpirit;  he 
was  likewife  employed  by  that  Synod,  in  completing  the  Verfion  of 
the  Pfalms  into  Irifli,  which  is  dill  ufed  in  t’hofe  parts  of  the  country, 
where  divine  fervice  is  ufed  in  that  language;  he  married  a gentle- 
woman of  the  family  of  Cameron,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons;  John5 
a learned  and  pious  Divine,  one  of  the  Miniders  of  the  City  of  Glaf- 
gow  ; Daniel,  who  died  young,  after  having  given  proofs  of  a mod  ex- 
traordinary genius;  and  Colin,  our  Mathematician,  who  was  born  at 
Kilmoddan  in  the  month  of  February  1698-9,  10  Will.  III.  his  fa- 
ther died  fix  weeks  after;  but  that  lofs  was  in  a great  meafure  fup- 

plied 

fa)  The  principal  part  of  this  Memoir,  is  taken  from  two  ample  Discourses,  pro*, 
nounced  by  Alexander  Monro,  M.  D.  before  the  Academical  Senate,  on  the  first 
meeting  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  after  the  death  of  Maclaurin,  prefixed 
to  the  Doftor’s  account  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  Philosophical  Discoveries,  concerning 
that  eminent  Mathematician,  which  he  would  not  allow  to  be  printed,  as  they  were  to 
serve  as  the  basis  of  his  life  and  character,  which  afterwards  appeared  in  the  Paper  pre„ 
fixed  to  that  Gentleman’s  account.,  mentioned  above.  See  Edinb.  Mag.  Old  Series^ 

I 306,  Edit.  1773. 


plied  to  the  orphan  family,  by  the  affectionate  care  of  their  uncle, 
Daniel  Maclaurin,  Minider  of  Kilfennan,  and  by  the  virtue  and 
prudent  ceconomy  of  Mrs.  Maclaurin  ; after  fome  day  in  Argylefhire, 
where  her  fillers  and  (lie  had  a final!  patrimonial  eftate,  fire  removed 
to  Dumbarton,  for  the  more  convenient  education  of  her  children, 
but  dying  in  1707,  6 Anne,  the  care  of  them  devolved  entirely  to 
their  uncle. 

In  1709,  8 Anne,  Colin  was  fent  to  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow, 
and  placed  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  bell  men,  and  mod  eminent 
Profeffors  of  the  age,  the  learned  Gerfliam  Carmichael;  here  he  com 
tinned  five  years,  applying  himfelf  to  his  {Indies  with  that  fuccefs, 
which  might  be  expended  from  parts  like  his,  cultivated  with  the  mod 
indefatigable  care  and  diligence ; Frofeffor  Carmichael,  the  celebrated 
Robert Simfon,  Doflor  Arthur  (A)  Johndone,  and  feveral  other  gen- 
tlemen of  learning  and  worth,  were  proud  of  his  mod  intimacy  and 
frienddiip,  all  vicing  who  Oiould  mod  encourage  our  young  philofo- 
pher,  by  opening  to  him  their  libraries,  and  admitting  him  of  their 
mod  intimate  acquaintance  ; he  kept  an  account  of  every  day,  and 
ai  m oft  every  hour  of  the  day,  of  the  beginning  and  fuccefs  of  every 
particular  dudy,  enquiry  or  invedigation ; of  his  converfation  with 
learned  men,  the  fubjeBs  of  them,  and  the  arguments  on  either  fide* 
of  this  Diary,  fragments  were  found,  at  his  deceafe,  amongft  his 
olded  MSS.  In  the  future  progrefs  of  his  life,  however,  he  could  not 
find  time  to  continue  fo  formal  a regider  of  his  tranfahlions,  but  we 
are  allured  the  habit  never  left  him,  and  that  every  hour  of  it,  was 
continually  dlledup  with  fomething  which  he  could  review  with  plea- 
fare. 

Mac laur in’s  genius  for  Mathematical  learning,  difcovered  itfelf 
fo  early  as  at  twelve  years  of  age,  about  which  period,  the  real 
tendency  of  charaGer  is  often  difclofed ; when  meeting  accidentally 
in  a friend’s  chamber  with  Euclid’s  Elements,  he  became  mader  of 
the  drd  fix  books,  without  affidatice  ; and  thence  following  his  na- 
tural bent,  made  fuch  a furp riling  progrefs,  that  very  foon  after,  we 

find 


(/;)  See  his  Article  iu  this  Collection. 


find  him  engaged  in  the  mo  ft  curious  and  difficult  problems;  certain 
it  is,  that  in  his  fixteenth  year,  he  had  already  invented  many  of  the 
Propofitions  afterwards  publifhed. 

In  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  took  his  Degree  of  Mailer  of 
Arts  with  great  applaufe,  on  which  occafion,  he  compofed  and  pub- 
lickly  defended  a ‘ Thefts  on  the  power  of  gravity ; and  after  having 
fpent  a year  in  the  ftudy  of  Divinity,  he  quitted  the  Univerfity,  and 
lived,  for  the  moft  part,  in  an  agreeable  country  retirement,  at  his 
uncle’s  houfe,  till  near  the  end  of  the  year  1717,  4 Geo.  X9  In  this 
retirement,  he  purfued  his  lludies  with  the  fame  affiduity,  as  he  had 
done  at  the  Univerfity,  continuing  his  favourite  refearches  in  Mathe- 
matics and  Phylofophy,  and  at  other  times  in  reading  the  bell  Claffic 
authors,  for  which  he  naturally  had  an  exceeding  good  tafte. 

In  the  intervals  of  his  lludies,  the  lofty  mountains  amidfi  which  he 
lived,  would  often  invite  him  abroad,  to  confider  the  numberlefs  na- 
tural curiofities  they  contain,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  plants  that 
grew  on  them;  or  to  climb  their  tops,  and  enjoy  the  mod  extern 
five  and  diverfified  profpecls ; and  here,  his  fancy  being  warmed  by 
the  grand  fcenes  which  prefented  themfelves,  he  would  fometimes 
break  out  into  an  hymn  or  poetic  rhapfody  on  the  beauties  of  nature 
and  the  perfe&ions  of  it’s  author ; of  thefe,  fome  fragments  dill  re- 
main, and  however  unfit  they  may  be  for  the  public  eye,  they  fhew 
the  progrefs  they  had  made  in  the  feveral  pans  of  learning  at  the 
time  they  were  written. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  171 7,  4 Geo.  L he  offered  himfelf 
candidate  for  the  Profefforffiip  of  Mathematics,  in  the  Marifchal  Col- 
lege of  Aberdeen,  which  he  obtained  after  a comparative  trial  of  ten 
days,  with  a very  able  competitor;  and  being  fixed  in  his  chair,  he 
foon  revived  the  tade  of  Mathematical  learning,  and  railed  it  higher 
than  it  had  ever  been  in  that  Univerfity. 

During  the  vacations  of  the  years  1719,  6 Geo.  I.  and  1721,  8 
Geo.  I.  he  went  to  London,  with  a view  of  improving  himfelf,  and  of 
being  introduced  to  illudrious  men  there;  in  his  fird  journey,  befides 
Dodlor  .Benjamin  Hoadley,  then  Bifhop.  of  (d)  Bangor,  afterwards 

fucceffively 


W Beats,  Pol.  Ind.  I.  118, 


fucceffively  of  Hereford,  (e)  Salifbury,  and  ( f ) Winchefter,  Doftor 
Samuel  Clarke,  and  feveral  other  eminent  charafters,  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  whofe  friendfhip  he  ever  after  reckon- 
ed the  greateft  honour  and  happinefs  of  his  life. 

In  the  year  1721,  8 Geo.  I.  our  Maclaurin  was  admitted  a 
Member  of  the  Royal  (g)  Society ; two  (h)  Papers  of  his  were  inferr- 
ed among  their  Tranfa&ions ; in  his  fecond  journey  to  London,  he 
became  acquainted  with  Martin  Folkes,  Efq.  then  Prefident,  with 
whom  he  cultivated  a mod  entire  and  unreferved  friendfhip,  fre- 
quently correfponding  with  him,  and  communicating  all  his  views  and 
improvements  in  the  Sciences.  Andrew  Mitchell,  Member  of  Par- 
liament for  the  Shire  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Hill, 
Chaplain  to  his  Grace  William  Wake,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  in 
1722,  9 Geo.  I.  Lord  Polworth,  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  Congrefs  of  Cambray,  engaged  our  Maclaurin 
to  go  as  tutor  and  companion  to  his  eldeft  fon,  who  was  then  to 
fet  out  on  his  travels;  after  a fhort  flay  at  Paris,  and  vifiting  fome 
other  places  in  France,  they  fixed  at  Lorrain;  where,  befides  the  ad- 
vantages of  a good  academy,  they  had  that  of  the  Converfation  of  one 
of  the  in  oft  polite  Courts  in  Europe  ; here  Maclaurin  gained  the 
efteem  of  the  moft  diftingui filed  perfon  of  both  fexes,  and  at  the  fame 
time  foon  improved  that  eafy  genteel  behaviour  which  was  natural  to 
him,  both  from  the  temper  of  his  mind,  and  from  the  advantages 
of  a graceful  perfon. 

Maclaurin  and  his  pupil  having  quitted  Lorrain,  were  got  as 
far  on  their  Tour,  as  the  Southern  Provinces  of  France,  when  this 

hopeful 

(f)  Id.  163.  (/)  Id.  166. 

(g)  Chamb.  Preseut  State,  Ann.  cit.  It  is  to  be  found  in  that  publication  under  L, 

«<  Laurin,”  and  not  under  M.  “ Maclaurin.”  The  great  Lord  Bacon,  in  his  History 
of  the  New  Atlantis,  the  most  beautiful  of  all  fictions,  gave  birth  to  a Philosphical 
College.  Abraham  Cowley,  the  Poet  borrowed  his  notion  of  such  a College,  and  to 
his  honour,  the  Royal  Society  had  it’s  beginning  from  it.  See  Doctor  John  Camp- 
bell’s “ Hermippus  Redivivus,  62,”  and  Grang.  Biogr.  Hist.  Engl.  IV.  42,  in  the 
Notes. 

( h ) Viz.  one  intituled,  “ Of  the  Construction  and  Measure  of  Curves.”  Phif 
Trans.  No.  356,  the  other,  u A new  method  of  describing  all  kinds  of  Curves/'’ 
No.  359. 


hopeful  young  Nobleman  was  feized  with  a fever,  and  died  at  Mont- 
pelier; this  melancholy  event  put  an  end  to  Maclaurin’s  tra- 
velling, and  he  fetout  immediately  (firft  preparing  all  that  was  proper 
for  the  funeral  obfequies,  of  his  amiable  pupil,  companion,  and 
friend)  on  his  return  to  Aberdeen. 

Maclaurin  being  now  univerfally  diftinguifhed  as  one  of  the 
firfl;  literary  charafters  of  the  age,  fome  of  the  Curators  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh,  were  defirous  of  engaging  him,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  James  Gregory,  (whofe  age  and  infirmities  had  rendered 
him  incapable  of  teaching)  by  his  afliftance:  feveral  difficulties  re- 
tarded  this  defign  for  fome  time,  particularly  the  competition  of  a 
gentleman  eminent  for  mathematical  abilities,  and  who  had  great  in- 
tereft  with  the  patrons  of  the  Univerfity ; and  the  want  of  an  additional 
fund  for  a new  Profeffor  ; but  both  thefe  difficulties  were  got  over, 
by  the  kind  interpofition  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  who  wrote  to  Mac- 
laurin on  the  occafion,  informing  him,  he  was  very  glad  to  hear 
he  had  a profpeft  of  being  joined  to  James  Gregory,  in  the  Profef- 
forftiip  of  Mathematics  at  Edinburgh,  not  only  becaufe  he  was  his 
friend,  but  principally  on  account  of  his  abilities,  he  being  acquainted 
as  well  with  the  new  improvements  of  Mathematics,  as  with  the  for- 
mer ftate  of  thofe  Sciences.  Sir  Ifaac  heartily  wiffied  Maclaurin 
fuccefs,  and  fliould  be  very  glad  of  hearing  of  his  being  ele&ed;  and 
in  a Letter  to  the  then  Lord  Provoft  of  Edinburgh,  which  Maclau- 
rin knew  nothing  of,  till  fome  time  after;  Sir  Ifaac  writes  that  he  is 
glad  to  underftand  Maclaurin  is  in  good  repute  with  them,  for  his 
{kill  in  Mathematics;  as  he  thinks  Maclaurin  deferves  it  very 
well ; and  to  fatisfy  them,  that  he  does  not  flatter  our  Mathematician, 
and  alfo  to  encourage  him  to  accept  the  place  of  affifting  Mr.  Gre- 
gory, in  order  to  fucceed  him,  Sir  Ifaac  adds,  that  he  was  ready  (if  the 
Provoft  would  pleafe  to  give  him  leave)  to  contribute  twenty  pounds 
a year,  towards  a provifton  for  Maclaurin,  until  Gregory’s  place 
fhould  become  vacant,  provided  he  ffiould  happen  to  live  fo  long  ; 
and  that  he  would  pay  it  to  the  Provoft’s  order  in  London. 

Maclaurin  became  Gregory’s  affiftant ; his  polite  and  eafy  man- 
pers  formed  a general  recommendation,  to  his  being  afterwards  ap. 

pointed 


pointed  foie  Profeffor;  him  the  ladies  flocked  to  fee,  and  the  eclipfe, 
and  took  care  to  be  in  time,  having  more  fcience  than  the  French 
Marquis,  who  when  he  found  his  fair  convoy  too  late,  faid,  t;  Mon* 
Jieur  Caffini  eft  de  mes  amis , il  recomencera  /’  /.  e,  u Mr.  Caffini  is  my 
friend ; he  will  begin  again.” 

In  the  month  of  November  1725,  12  Geo.  I.  Maclaurin  was  in^ 
troduced  into  the  Univerfity,  as  was  at  the  fame  time  his  learned  col- 
league and  intimate  friend,  Alexander  (/)  Monro,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of 
Anatomy ; after  this  the  mathematical  claffes  foon  became  very  nu- 
merous, there  being  generally  upwards  of  one  hundred  gentlemen* 
attending  his  Lebtures  every  year,  who  being  of  different  handings 
and  proficiency,  Maclaurin  was  obliged  to  divide  them  into  four 
or  five  claffes,  in  each  of  which  he  employed  a full  hour  every  day, 
from  1 Nov.  to  1 June. 

All  Maclaurin’s  Leftures,  were  given  with  fuch  perfpicuity  of 
method  and  language,  that  his  demonftrations  feldom  required  re- 
petition; whenever  they  did  however,  he  would  endeavour  to  give 
his  pupils  a better  view  of  the  (ubjebl,  by  explaining  it  in  a different 
way. 

In  order  to  fupply  his  vaff  ftudy  and  writing  with  fufficient  time, 
he  was  obliged  to  leffen  his  ordinary  hours  of  fleep,  and  thus  no 
doubt  greatly  impaired  his  health,  and  accelerated  his  final  diffo lo- 
tion; this  accounts  for  thofe  immature  deaths  among  men  of  fcience, 
they  depriving  themfelves  of  their  natural  reff,  in  order  to  purfue 
all  their  various  ftudies  with  equal  intenfenefs,  and  thus  in  the  end 
clofe  their  valuable  lives,  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  intellectual  world, 
at  an  early  period  of  their  exiffence ; the  Republic  of  Letters  affords 
not  a few  inftances,  injuftnefs  of  the  obfervation. 

In  the  year  1733?  Geo.  II.  Maclaurin  married  Anne  Stewart, 
the  daughter  of  Walter  S.  Solicitor  General  in  Scotland. 

The  Reverend  Debtor  George  Berkley,  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne, 
having  taken  occafion  to  explode  the  fiuxionary  method,  and  alfo  to 
charge  Mathematicians  in  general  with  infidelity,  in  a Treatife  inti- 
tuled 

(i ) The  gentleman  from  whose  orations  spoken  at  the  first  Meeting  of  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  after  Maclaurin’s  death,  the  substance  of  this  whole  account  is 
chiefly  taken. 


tuled  the  “ Anylift"  in  the  year  1731-5,  8 Geo.  II.  Maclaurin 
vindicated  his  favourite  ftudy,  and  repelled  an  accufation,  in  which 
the  profeflion  itfelf  was  fo  unjuftly  attacked.  His  anfwer  to  the 
Bifhop’s  book,  inftead  ofa  vindicatory  pamphlet,  proved  a complete 
fyftemof  fluxions. 

Mac laur in’s  demonftrations  had  been,  feveral  years  before, 
communicated  to  Debtor  Berkley,  whom  our  Mathematician  had 
reated  with  the  greateft  perfonal  refpebt  and  civility,  notwithftanding 
which,  the  Dobtor  in  his  Treatife  on  Tar  Water,  repeats  the  charge. 

M aclaurin  propofed  to  have  the  plan  of  the  Medical  Society  at 
Edinburgh  more  extenfive,  by  including  in  it,  the  antiquities  of  the 
country,  whereupon,  by  his  influence,  feveral  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
men, of  the  full  rank  and  eh  arable  r,  joined  themfelves  to  the  former 
members ; among  whom  the  Earl  of  Moreton  became  Prefident,  and 
among  the  latter,  Dobtor  Plumtree,  Profeflbr  of  Chymiftry,  and  our 
Maclaurin  were  appointed  Secretaries-  befides  feveral  other  gen- 
tlemen of  diftinbtion,  foreigners  as  well  as  natives  and  Englifh, 
ioli cited  as  an  honour  to  be  admitted  members. 

Maclaurin  was  the  means  of  this  Society  being  informed  of 
every  new  difcovery  or  improvement  in  the  Sciences. 

He  drew  an  elegant  and  well  contrived  plan  of  an  Aftronomical 
Gbfervatory,  and  of  a convenient  fchool  for  experiments  in  the  Uni- 
verflty,  of  which  he  propofed  the  building,  and  employed  all  his 
interefl:  for  private  contributions  towards  carrying  on  the  fame ; and 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  had  not  the  unhappy  Rebellion  intervened,  the 
intended  fabrick  might  have  been  foon  completed;  inafmuch  as  the 
propofal  was  approved,  adopted,  and  encouraged  by  the  liberality  of 
the  Earls  of  Morton  and  Hoptoun,  as  well  as  of  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Charles  Clarke,  Puifne  (k)  Baron  of  the  Conn  of  Exchequer  in  Eng- 
land, Vice  Prefident  of  the  Philosophical  Society. 

Maclaurin  encouraged  the  taking  accurate  Maps  of  the  Weflern 
Coafts  and  Ifles,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bryce  publiflied,  in  confe- 
quence,  his  map  of  the  CoaR  of  Caithnefs  and  Strathaven. 

Maclaurin 

(k)  Beats,  Pol,  Ind,  I.  4s?,  b.  Wynn’s  Serj,  124, 


Maclaurin  was  of  opinion,  that  no  good  Maps  could  be  expell- 
ed from  the  flavifh  copying  of  Map-fellers,  nor  from  a painful  col- 
lection and  patching  together  old  draughts  and. furveys  of  little  autho-  , 
rity,  which  he  thought  would  rather  perpetuate  than  reBify  errors. 

When  fchemes  for  finding  out  a paffage  from  Greenland  to  the  South 
Sea,  were  laid  before  the  Parliament,  in  the  year  17445  18  Geo.  II. 
the  Legiflature  limited  the  premium  to  the  difcovery  of  a North  JVe/i 
paffage,  upon  which  occafion  Maclaurin  regretted  that  the  word 
IV eft  was  inferted,  as  he  thought  that  paffage,  if  at  all  to  be  found, 
could  not  lie  far  from  the  Pole. 

Maclaurin  was  among  the  firft  of  his  countrymen  to  roufe  the 
friends  of  our  happy  Conflitution,  in  the  year  17455  19  Geo.JI.  when 
it  was  certainly  known,  that  the  Plighland  Rebels  had  got  between  the 
city  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  King’s  troops,  and  were  marching  South- 
ward, occafioned  from  the  unlucky  fecurity  they  had  thentofore  con- 
tinued in ; he  made  plans  of  the  walls,  propofed  the  feveral  trenches^ 
barricades,  batteries,  and  fuch  other  defences,  as  he  thought  might  be 
got  ready,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Rebels,  and  by  which  he  hoped 
the  city  might  be  fecured,  until  the  King’s  forces  under  Sir  John  Cope, 
(\vThich  were  daily  expeBed)  fhould  arrive  to  it’s  relief ; Maclau- 
rin’s  anxiety,  fatigue,  and  cold  to  which  he  expofed  himfelf,  being 
employed  night  as  well  as  day,  in  running  from  place  to  place,  in  con- 
triving as  well  as  over-feeing  the  execution  of  his  haffy  fortifications? 
affeBing  a conflitution  naturally  weak  of  nerves,  laid  the  foundation 
of  difeafe,  of  which  he  died. 

Plow  this  plan  came  to  be  negleBed,  and  in  what  manner  the  Re- 
bels got  poffeflion  of  the  town,  is  not  a proper  inquiry  for  this  place  • 
the  Lowlanders  had  forgot  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  the  capital  was  taken5 
or  yielded,  as  it  plcafed  God;  Maclaurin  was  not  engaged  in  halv- 
ing a problem  at  the  time,  fo  he  flew  off  at  a tangent,  and  made  a 
reftilinear  progrefs  to  the  of  North  of  England,  where  he  was  kindly 
received  by  Herring,  Archbifhop  of  York. 

Maclaurin  had  been  too  aBive,  and  diftinguifhed  a volunteer,  to 
think  he  could  efcape  the  fevered  treatment,  if  he  fell  to  the  hands 
of  the  Rebels,  after  negleBing  to  make  the  required  fubmiffion  : he 

therefore 


therefore  withdrew  privately  into  England,-  as  foon  as  his  Grace 

7 

Dodtor  Thomas  Herring,  then  Lord  Archbifliop  of  (7)  York,  who  had 
been  Bifhop  of  (m)  Bangor,  and  afterwards  became  Archbifliop  of  (ri) 
Canterbury,  was  informed,  that  M ac  l aur  in  had  fled  to  the  North  of 
England,  he  invited  him  in  a mod  friendly  and  polite  manner,  to  reflde 
with  him  during  his  flay  in  that  country,  Mac l aur  i n readily  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  lived  as  happy  as  man  could  do,  who  was  ignorant 
of  the  (late  of  his  family,  and  fa w the  ruin  of  his  own  country; 
Maclaurin  ever  retained  the  highefl  fentiments  of  his  Grace’s  me- 
rits and  goodnefs,  and  afterwards  kept  a regular  correfpondence  with 
him;  and  when  it  was  fufpedted,  that  the  Rebels  might  once  more  take 
pofleflion  of  Edinburgh,  after  their  retreat  from  England,  this  Prelate 
invited  his  former  gueft  again  to  take  refuge  with  him. 

At  York,  Maclaurin  bad  been  obferved,  to  be  more  meagre 
than  ordinary,  and  with  a fickly  look,  though  not  being  apprehend ve 
of  danger  at  that  time,  he  did  not  call  in  the  affiftance  of  a phyfi- 
cian,  but  having  had  a fall  from  his  horfe  on  a journey  fouthward, 
and  when  the  Rebel  army  marched  into  England,  having  on  his  re- 
turn home,  been  expofed  to  very  tempefluous  and  cold  weather,  up 
on  his  arrival,  he  complained  of  being  very  much  out  of  order;  his 
diforder  was  foon  difcovered  to  be  a dropfy  of  the  belly ; to  remove 
which,  variety  of  medicines,  prefcribed  by  the  mod  eminent  phyfi- 
cians  in  London,  as  well  as  thole  of  Edinburgh,  and  three  tappings 
were  ufed  without  effect,  or  at  leaf!  without  making  a cure. 

Maclaurin’s  behaviour  during  his  tedious  and  painful  diforder, 
was  fuch  as.  became  a philofopher  and  a Chriltian ; calm,  cheerful, 
andrefigned;  his  fenfes  and  judgment  remaining  in  their  full  vigour, 
until  a few  hours  of  his  death. 

Earl  (o)  Buchan  fays,  with  a view  of  (hewing  his  perfedt  agree- 
ment with  Maclaurin,  in  his  religious,  moral,  and  literary  fenti- 
ments,  his  Lordfhip  clofes  his  communication  wdth  the  laft  words  of 
Maclaurin,  and  the  remarks  made  on  them  by  his  Biographer 
in  the  Eflay  prefixed  to  his  poflhumous  works. 

6C  From 

(/)  Beats.  Pol.  Ind.  I.  174. 

(m)  Id.  11S.  («)  Id.  114. 

(0 J His  Lordship’s  Manuscript  respe6ting  Maclaurin. 


44  From  every  Agronomical  obfervation,  as  well  as  from  the  hate 

J 

of  the  moral  world,  we  are  induced  to  believe , that  our  prefent  ftate 
would  be  very  imp  erf  eel  without  a fubfequent  one ; wherein  our  views 
of  nature,  and  of  its  great  Author,  may  be  more  clear  and  fa- 
lls fa  Gory. 

44  It  does  not  appear  to  be  Juitable  to  thewifdom  that  femes  throughout 
all  nature,  to  fuppofe  that  we  Jhould  fee  Jo  far , and  have  our  curiojity 
fomuch  raifed  concerning  the  works  of  God,  only  to  be  dif appointed  in  the 
end  (p). 

44  As  man  is  undoubtedly  the  chief  being  upon  this  globe,  and  this 
globe  may  be  no  lefs  confide  raid  e,  in  the  moft  valuable  refpedls',  than 
any  other  in  the  univerfe,  if  we  fhould  fuppofe  that  man  were  to 
perifh  without  ever  arriving  at  a more  complete  knowledge  of  nature 
than  the  very  imperfeht  one  he  can  ever  attain  in  his  prefent  ftate? 
we  might  conclude,  that  the  like  defires  would  be  fruftrated  in  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  other  planets  and  fyftems;  and  that  the  beautiful 
fcheme  of  nature  would  never  be  unfolded  to  any  of  them,  but  in  a 
manner  exceedingly  imperfeft. 

64  But  this  being  inconfiftent  with  the  univerfal  analogy  of  nature, 
leads  us  to  conftder  our  prefent  ftate  as  only  the  dawn  or  beginning 
of  our  ex{ fence , and  as  a ft  ate  of  preparation  or  probation  for  farther 
advancement  * 

44  Surely  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Almighty  to  grant  us  a far  greater 
improvement  of  the  faculties  we  already  pofTefs,  or  to  endow  us  with 
new  faculties  (of  which  at  this  time  we  have  no  idea,)  for  penetrating 
farther  into  the  fcheme  of  nature  and  for  approaching  nearer  and 
nearer  to  himfelf  the  firft  and  fupreme  intelligent  caufe. 

44  We  know  not  how  far  it  was  proper,  or  neceffary  that  we  fhould 
not  be  led  into  knowledge  at  once,  but  fhould  advance  gradually, 
that  by  comparing  neiv  objedls , or  new  dif  cover  ies , with  what  was  known 

to 

fpj  Judging  by  analogy,  does  it  not  appear  that  the  insatiable  appetite  of  cultivated 
Human  nature  for  latent  and  spiritual  knowledge  connected  with  sensible  objects,  must 
have  its  object  in  infinite  duration  ? and  is  there  any  thing  unphilosophical,  in  believing, 
that  the  individual  man,  through  various  changes,  that  are  before  and  behind  the  grave, 
may  be  prepared  for  its  rational  and  perpetual  fruition  ?■ 


to  us  before , our  improvements  might  be  more  complete  and  regular ; or 
how  far  it  may  be  necejjary  or  advantageous , that  intelligent  beings  Jhould 
pafs  through  a kind  of  infancy  of  knowledge.  For  new  knowledge  does 
not  confdt  fo  much  in  our  having  accefs  to  a new  objed,  as  in  com- 
paring it  with  others  already  known,  obferving  its  relations  to  them, 
or  difcerning  what  it  has  in  common  with  them,  and  wherein  their 
di (parity  confifts.  Thus  our  knowledge  is  vaftly  greater  than  the  fum  of 
what  all  its  objects  feparately  could  afford>  and  when  a new  object 
comes  within  our  reach , the  addition  to  our  knowledge  is  the  greater , the 
more  we  already  know , fo  that  it  increafes,  not  as  the  new  objects  in- 
creafe,  but  in  a much  higher  proportion  * * # 

As  the  good  and  truly  wife  man  was  didating  thefe  lad  words  of 
his  hiftory,  his  amanuenfis  obferved  fome  hefitation  or  repitition* 
Nopulfe  could  then  be  felt  in  any  part  of  his  body,  and  his  hands  and 
feet  were  already  cold.  Notwithftanding  this  extremely  weak  con- 
dition, he  fate  in  his  chair,  and  fpoke  to  his  friend  Dr.  Monro,  with 
his  ufual  ferenity  and  firength,  defiring  the  Dodor  to  account  for  a 
phenomenon,  which  he  then  obferved  in  himlelf : flafhes  of  fire  feern- 
ing  to  dart  from  his  eyes,  while  in  the  mean  time  his  fight  was  failing, 
fo  that  he  could  fcarce  diftinguifh  one  objed  from  another.  In  a 
little  time  after  this  converfation,  he  defired  to  be  laid  upon  his  bed; 
where  on  Saturday,  the  14th  of  June,  O.  S.  1746,  aged  48  years  and 
four  months,  he  finifhed  his  amiable  life,  in  the  arms  of  friendfhip  and 
of  phllofophy. 

He  had  an  eafy  paffage  from  this  world  to  that  ft  ate  of  blifs,  of 
which  he  had  the  moll  elevated  ideas,  and  which  he  mofl  ardently 
, longed  to  poffefs. 

Maclaurin  left  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  two  fons,  John  and 
Colin,  and  three  daughters,  of  his  feven  matrimonial  children,  to 
lament  his  great  lofs;  he  was  buried  in  the  Grey  Friars  Church-yard9 
Edinburgh,  North  Britain,  where  is  ereded  a tomb,  and  an  (q)  Epi- 
taph thereon. 

The  life  of  this  eminent  perfon,  was  fpent  in  a courfe  of  laborious, 

yet 

( q)  The  present  Writer  was  in  hopes  of  procuring  a copy,  but  all  his  endeavours 
for  that  purpose  proved  vain. 


yet  not  painful  dudy,  in  continually  doing  good  to  the  utmod  of  his 
power,  in  improving  curious  and  ufeful  arts ; and  propagating  truth, 
virtue  and  religion  amongft  mankind ; he  was  taken  from  us  at  an 
age,  when  he  was  capable  of  doing  much  more;  but  he  left  an 
example,  which,  we  hope,  will  be  long  admired  and  imitated. 

The  grief  for  the  lofs  of  this  excellent  perfon,  was  as  general  as 
the  e deem  which  he  had  acquired,  with  all  ranks  of  men;  but  thofe 
of  greatell  worth,  and  who  had  mo  11  intimately  known  him,  were  the 
mod  deeply  affefied ; Do8:or  Alexander  Monro,  above-mentioned} 
and  on  the  occafion  before-noticed,  gives  particularly,  a very  moving 
picture  of  the  grief  the  late  Duncan  Forbes,  Lord  Prefident  of  the 
Court  of  Sedion,  in  Scotland,  on  his  friend  Maclaurin’s  deceafe ; 
a likenefs  of  charafler,  and  a perfebl  harmony  of  fentiments  and 
views,  had  clofely  united  them  in  their  lives,  in  their  deaths,  they 
were  alas ! too  little  divided;  the  Prefident  likewife  worn  out  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  was  foon  to  be  the  fubjedl  of  a general 
mourning. 

Acute  parts  and  extenfive  learning  were  in  Maclaurin  but  infe- 
rior qualities,  as  appeared  in  a variety  of  inflan ces;  he  was  dill  more 
nobly  didinguifhed  from  the  bulk  of  his  fellow  creatures,  by  the 
qualities  of  his  heart,  his  fincere  love  to  God,  and  men,  his  univerfal 
benevolence  and  unaffe&ed  piety;  together  with  a warmth  and  con- 
ftancy  in  his  friendfhip,  that  was  in  a manner  peculiar  to  himfelf ; 
his  worth  was  but  half  known,  and  never  difclofed  itfelf  in  it’s  full 
)udre,  until  it  came  to  fuffer  the  fevere  ted  of  that  didrefsful  fituation, 
in  which  every  man  mud  at  lad  find  himfelf,  and  which  only  minds 
prepared  like  Maclaurin’s,  armed  with  virtue  and  Chridian  hope, 
can  bear  with  dignity  ! 

PARTIAL  CATALOGUE  OF  HIS  WORKS,  MANUSCRIPT  AS 

WELL  AS  PRINTED. 

“ An  Account  of  Sir  Jfaac  Newtons  Philofopibal  D if  cover  ies.P 

In  this  excellent  work,  Maclaurin  proves  the  wifdom,  the 
power,  the  goodnefs,  and  other  attributes  of  the  Deity. 


Several 


Several  of  Maclaurin’s  papers  read  before  the  Medical  Society 
were  printed. 

44  Extra6l  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Colin  (r)  Maclaurin,  Pro- 
f'effor  of  Mathematics  at  Edinburgh,  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  dated  from 
that  city,  3 Dec.  1733?  containing  an  abridged  account  of  the  effeHs 
of  the  Lightning,  which  broke  on  Melvill  Houfe,  in  Fifefhire,  the 
feat  of  the  Earl  of  Leven,  on  27  Off.  1733. 

44  Geometria  Organica 

Fragments, 

44  Paper , whereby  Maclaurin  accounts  for  the  Motion  of  the 
Pides , from  the  Pheory  of  Gravity .” 

This  piece  gained  him  the  prize  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, in  the  year  1740,  14  Geo.  II. 

44  Complete  Syftem  of  FluxionsP 

This  appeared  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1742,  16  Geo.  II.  in  two 
volumes  Quarto. 

On  this  great  work,  Maclaurin  bellowed  the  moft  labour,  and 
will  for  ever  do  him  honour.  See  the  Philolophical  Tranfadtions, 
No.  468,  469. 

Several  Pieces  which  are  among  the  Tranfadlions  of  the  Royal 

Preatife  of  Algebra 

44  De  Linearum  Geometricarum  proprietatibus  generalibusP 

4C  Pranjlation  of  Doctor  David  Gregory  s Practical  Geometry , re*, 
vifed  and  publidoed  with  Additions , in  the  year  17455  19  Geo.  II. 

cc  I (s)  enquired  diligently  for  any  traces  or  paper,  or  canvafs? 
that  might  remain  to  exhibit  the  refemblance  of  the  countenance  and 
per fon  of  a man  whofe  Works  and  Charafler  I fo  much  admired3 
that  I might  place  a copy  of  it  in  my  apartment. 

44  In  this  refearch  I was  almoft  finally  difappointed,  for  I could  find 
only  a black  lead  drawing  done  from  Maclaurin,  when  he  was  a 
very  young  man,  and  a call  in  wax  taken  from  his  face  after  he  was 

dead? 

( r ) Penn.  Scot.  III.  460.  Append,  No.  XVIL 

(s J Earl  Buchan’s  MSS. 


dead,  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  learned  Earl  of  Morton,  Prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society.  With  the  aid  of  thefe  I made  many  {ketches  with  my 
own  pencil,  and  put  that  which  by  the  lurviving  fcholars  of  Mac- 
luarin  was  though  to  have  the  greateft  refemblance,  into  the  hands 
of  C.  Metz,  the  Painter,  who  after  feveral  effays,  and  amendments, 
painted  the  Portrait  which  I have  caufed  to  be  engraved, 

u This  Painting  has  been  often  recognized  in  my  numerous  collec- 
tion by  the  old  fcholars  and  acquaintance  of  MACLAURiN,fo  that 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  its  recording  fomewhat  at  lead  of  the 
fabric  that  contained  the  bright  and  virtuous  fpirit  of  Colin  Mac- 
laurin,  to  whofe  memory  I confecrate  it.”  The  Portrait  in  this 
collection  is  taken  from  this  and  from  a drawing  in  black-lead  by  Fer- 
gufon  the  Aftronomer. 

Maclaurin  had  a ftar  or 'defeat  in  his  left  eye,  which  is  prefer  ved 
in  the  drawing  which  accompanies  this  Memoir. 
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